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G

reeting Brothers of the Talented Tenth District:

M

ilwaukee, Wisconsin – Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Tenth District is well on its way to
improving the way we do
business. We will begin to institute a third district meeting in
which we shall make sure that all of the chapters in the district are fully trained. This will allow
for our district officers a chance to develop our future leadership into the potential of all
Omega Men should be.

A

lot has transpired since we met in Milwaukee in October of 2006. The international office has continued to
reorganize itself in order to provide the quality of service that we should have. Now you will say, well we did not
get our frat cards in time or they seem to not talk to me when I call. That is all true. However, as a member of the
Supreme Council I can say that the problems that existed in the past are quickly being resolved. Quickly huh! Once we
determined what was causing the problem (the process) we have made some changes. Brothers should begin to see a
significant shift in how business is done at the International Office.

T

he Tenth District is continuing to grow back to the level of where we once stood. We now have at least eight
undergraduate chapters in this district who are very capable of holding there own. I must say that I am proud of
them for taking care of business and bringing to the table issues that could affect their chapter as well as the
Fraternity. It sometime takes courage to call out a brother(s) when you know they are doing things wrong. Our
brothers have stepped up to the head of the table and have confided in me some things that should not be done. They
did not seek for a ruling, just some advice. I appreciate that and that shows me that they get it. I now wish that all of
our chapters, mainly graduate chapters, take QUEs from our younger Brothers. Let me thank the brothers of Epsilon
Theta, Xi, Zeta Epsilon, Pi Psi, Theta Gamma, Nu Sigma, Phi, Sigma, and Rho Sigma for all of their hard work. I hope
they continue to grow and push all of us to the next level. As an Omega tease, we will probably have another
undergraduate chapter in the State of MN; keep on the lookout for that.

L

et me just mention some concerns I have in regard to MSP in this District. I encourage all brothers to get
certified and trained on the procedures of our Membership Selection Program. We have too many issues with MSP
violations in the past four months that this has now become a major issue of mine. We must follow the prescribed rules
and regulations of the current program. Any deviations will result in probation, suspension, and/or expulsion from the
Fraternity, depending on the situation. Any hazing will result in expulsion immediately. Brothers, I am referring to the
latest incidents that involved three graduate chapters in this district. We need to brush up on all of the rules and
regulations of this fraternity. I charge each chapter to go over the membership code of conduct, the constitution, and
bylaws of the fraternity (national, district, and local). You must begin to hold the brothers in your chapter accountable
for their own actions.
(continued on next page)
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Mu Xi Brothers Lead Chicago’s First
All Male Public High School
By Bryce O. Walker, Mu Xi Immediate Past Basileus

A

s we approach the District Convention in Milwaukee, I
want to remind the Brotherhood that we will begin to
see a shift in how business is done and to have an open mind
to change. The dress code will be professional at all time
while the convention is in session. If a brother gets out of
line (of course not from our district) stop the behavior
right there. Do not wait and complain afterward. It is our
duty to call out the negative behavior that causes our Fraternity to be damaged. Our dear fraternity, Omega Psi Phi,
should be cherished at all cost. Please do not let any fool or
brother continue to take us down. The Talent Hunt program is also professional dress for Brothers. The Awards
Banquet is also formal attire (go get a tuxedo).

F

inally, it has been my honor to serve you over the past
11 months as your District Representative. You have
surrounded me with brothers who are passionate about
change and care about this Fraternity. Thank you to Steve,
Marcus, Clim, Johnny, Jimmy, and Tim for assisting in my
vision of the Talented Tenth District. I want to humbly
thank you the Tenth District for all of your support and I
look forward to serving you for another term.
Fraternally,
Brother Glenn A. Mathews, MBA
30th Tenth District Representative
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

T

he City of Chicago saw a historic event consisting of
the opening of the first all male public charter school,
Urban Prep Charter Academy. Bro Ben Blakeley, Vice
Basileus of MU XI Chapter serves as the schools Vice
President of Academic Affairs along with Bro. Ron Bryant
IL State Representative also from MU XI chapter who
serves as Dean of Students. Many other Brothers of
Omega also make up the institutions staff as it launches
its inaugural year.

F

or its first year
Urban prep has
accepted 150 young men
who will be taught, guided
and mentored to by a predominately male teaching
staff. To celebrate the
launch of this institution
a convocation ceremony
was held at the campus of
Lindblom High School, the
temporary home of the
L to R: Bros. Blakeley & Bryant
Urban Prep Charter Academy while its permanent location on the former Englewood
High School campus is being remodeled. Part of the program of the Academy is a strict dress code which consists
of blue blazers, khaki pants, white shirts and ties.

D

uring the convocation ceremony 150 African American
adult males took a pledge directed to each of the 150
students to mentor to them and lead them into manhood.
Part of the ceremony consisted of the awarding of the
Urban Prep blazer, which serves as a reminder to the
young men of the Academy their commitment to excellence
now and in the future. The convocation ceremony was well
attended by many dignitaries ranging from the CEO of the
Chicago Public Schools, the President of the Chicago Public
Schools, aldermen and many community leaders along with
all the major national/news and press agencies.

T
L to R: Brother John Ball, Chi Lambda Lambda–
Lambda– IPB
and Brother Jessie Jackson, Founder Operation
PUSH at Nu Pi’s Achievement Week Banquet

he motto of the Urban Prep Charter Academy is,
“ We believe”. This motto will surely carry the
school, our Brothers in their leadership roles, the staff
and the students to great heights of success in the very
near future.
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Gamma Gamma Gamma Chapter- Reaching as They Climb
Gamma Gamma Gamma Distributes
Books to Middle School Students

Scholarship Remains Important to
Gamma Gamma Gamma

G

G

amma Gamma Gamma in conjunction with the Reading Is
Fundamental (RIF) Book Distribution Program sponsored a book distributions at the James C. Wright Middle
School in South Madison. The program distributed 190
new, high-interest, multicultural books to students in need
of reading materials in the home. RIF's approval status
requires a motivational speaker at each book distribution.
Gamma Gamma Gamma generally offers a book distribution
three to four times a year.
The Book Distribution Program is in the 10th year of its
RIF approval status. This special status allows Gamma
Gamma Gamma in conjunction with the Carter G. Woodson
Foundation to receive discounts of up to 75% on its book
orders from selected publishers. Moreover, RIF provides
other support in terms of fundraising, parental involvement,
motivational strategies, etc. RIF is a grassroots network of
more than 219,000 volunteers and serves 3.74 million children at more than 17,000 sites in all 50 states including DC
and U. S. offshore territories. Since its founding date in
1966, it has put more than 173 million books into the hands
and homes of America's children.
At the May distribution, Nancy Evans, principal at Wright
Middle School, was the motivational speaker. The book
distributions allow Gamma Gamma Gamma to achieve our
goal of fostering reading as a life-long activity among children, and encouraging students to pursue scholarly attainment. Gamma Gamma Gamma’s next book distribution took
place December 12, 2006.

amma Gamma Gamma
named Jerrell Ritcherson
the 2006-07 recipient of a
$1,000.00 scholarship. He is a
graduate of Edgewood High
School and is currently attending Columbia College in Chicago
where he is studying to become
a professional actor. His acting background includes serving
as a member of the Edgewood
Drama Club, Spring Harbor
Drama, and Children's Theater
of Madison.

B

eyond his commitment to honing his acting skills, he
has also shown involvement in community service. He has devoted time to Goodwill, the Mt. Zion Baptist Church Homeless Ministry, and Quaker Housing Development. Moreover, he has appreciated the responsibility of serving as a mentor to young students at Queen
of Peach School. It is through Jerrell's attainment of
goals, academic achievement, and commitment to the
community that makes him an exemplary model for future scholarship applicants. Criteria for the scholarship
require that the applicant be a graduating high school
senior and plan to attend a recognized two or four-year
post-secondary educational institution; possess a minimum of 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent; show
evidence of successful community service; and demonstrate financial need.

Thanksgiving Food Drive

O

n Tuesday, November 21, 2006 Gamma Gamma Gamma sponsored its Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive at the Mt.
Zion Baptist Church in South Madison. Food baskets containing turkeys and other non-perishable goods were also
made available at Second Baptist Church. Some of the brothers of Gamma Gamma Gamma made themselves available to
deliver baskets to individuals with handicapping conditions. Gamma Gamma Gamma has sponsored the food drive for 10
years now and has made a real difference in the lives of less fortunate families and individuals at this special time of
year. American Family Insurance has been a major sponsor of this event since 1996.

T

his year, Gamma Gamma Gamma was able to serve over 145 families and individuals with Turkey Baskets. In addition, 150 homeless individuals were fed through Gamma Gamma Gamma’s efforts during the homeless ministry’s
Thanksgiving Dinner held at Mt. Zion Baptist Church.
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Iota Pi Chapter’s Own Jason L. Paulateer Receives the
W.W. Plummer Humanitarian Award
By Aaron Ogg The Grand Rapids Press

J

ason L. Paulateer's childhood home in west-side Detroit wasn't exactly a
Hilton. The roof leaked, and so did the toilets. There was no shower.
Insect and rodent infestations were common. Once, the kitchen ceiling caved
in. "Praise the Lord that no one was standing under it," Paulateer says.

N

ow, the 33-year-old Grand Rapids man devotes a good portion of his life
to steering low-income families away from similar situations. Paulateer is
executive director of the Community Development Association of Michigan
for National City Community Development Corp., a subsidiary of National City
Corp He uses tax credits to help developers -- such as the Dwelling Place Inc.
and Lighthouse Communities -- establish safe, affordable housing for the
needy. Projects in which he has played an instrumental role include Martineau
Apartments on South Division Avenue, and Union Square condominiums at the former site of West Middle School. Thanks largely to his efforts, the Inner City Christian Federation -- a Southeast Side development group -- will centralize its three scattered offices in the old D.A. Blodgett Home for Children,
920 Cherry St. SE. "While others tend to steer away from projects in those neighborhoods, I welcome
the opportunity of trying to figure out how to make those projects work," Paulateer says.

P

aulateer didn't always believe he could carve a new path away from poverty. His father, who died
from pneumonia in September, was a blue-collar worker at Ford Motor Co. His mother stayed at
home to watch over him and his three siblings. Their needs were always met, but "we didn't always have
the things we wanted," he says. "That upbringing, I think, is why I have a passion for housing the way I
do today. When I got my first apartment as a college student at Grand Valley State University, I looked
at that as a really nice place to live. "It created for me a sense that I could do better than we had done
at home." Paulateer strives to use every "blessing" to benefit others and help them believe in themselves. He helped bring personal finance courses to the community through Financial Peace University,
and worked to develop food giveaways in collaboration with the Grand Rapids Urban League, through
Omega Psi Phi fraternity.

F

ellow fraternity member Kenyatta Brame is well acquainted with Paulateer's passion. They've
worked on projects together for six years. "Jason is a person that is unique," he says. "He's got
such drive and such ambition, and it spreads to everyone around him. He's dedicated to his job, and he's
dedicated to his community."
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For Nu Chi Chapter-Prevention is the Cure
By Bros. Marquis Board – Basileus & A. Bailey – Reporter

Omega Man Receives
Outstanding Scrap Book Award
By Bro. Marquis Board – Basileus

T

he North Central Regional Region held there 4th Biennial Regional Conference in St Louis, Mo. at the Holiday Inn Select Hotel. The 2006 Theme: “NPHC: Working
Together to Achieve Educational , Social , Economic , and
Political Empowerment. The North Central Region includes
13 Mid Western States which are Illinois, Indiana , Iowa ,
Michigan, Missouri , Minnesota , Ohio , Oklahoma , Nebraska , N. Dakota , S. Dakota , Kansas , Wisconsin.

T

he Biennial Region Conference recognizes the person
who submits a scrapbook with detail information from
the local council activities. There are guidelines and dates
that must be respected. The scrap book is judge by members of the board. Happily the scrapbook submitted by Bro
Andrew Bailey meet all the criteria and was given high
marks by the committee.

N

u Chi Chapter conducted a much needed Prostate
Cancer Awareness Workshop. In the US, African
Americans men are likely to develop prostate cancer
and have poorer survival rates for prostate cancer
than white Americans. In part, this is because prostate cancers in African Americans are often found in
advanced stages compared with cancers in white
Americans.

T

he risk of getting prostate cancer increases
greatly with age. Also those men who have a history of prostate cancer in close family members. It is
important to educate family, friends and the members
of Omega to visit their family physician on a regular
basis to get important facts about their health.

L to R Bro Andrew Bailey, Jonathan LaGrone , So. IL Health
Care Representative ; Rev O.B. Rush, Bro Freddie Birth and
Bro Gary Gaston.

T
L to R: K. Thomas , Dinner Chairperson ; B. Howard ,
Scrap Book Committee Chair ; Bro Andrew Bailey
winner of competition, Bro. Dr Bowie , NPHC
President, G. Lockhart, North Central Regional
Director and S. Jones committee member.

he men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Nu Chi
Chapter in E St. Louis, IL has devoted time and
effort to support the American Stroke Association.
Many of the brothers of the chapter has endorsed
the Power to End Stroke Program. The brothers of
Nu Chi Chapter has signed up to be in a partnership to
practice the 3R’s : REDUCE risk of stroke,
RECOGNIZE warning signs of stroke, RESPOND
immediately to stroke symptoms.

T

he brothers have learn to recognize the warning
signs and acting quickly when the signs occur.
This can mean the difference in surviving a stroke
and minimizing long term disability , or being physically and mentally devastated or dying from it. Knowledge is Power. For more information you can contact
1888.4.STROKE or StrokeAssociation.orglpower.
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Tau Nu Chapter-Fort Wayne, IN Celebrates
Brother Coleridge L. Brewer’s 60 Years of Service
By Harvey Hinton III, Dave Thomas

W

illiam A. Dromgoole’s famous poem “Bridge Builder”
has inspired many sons of Omega to remember our
duty one to another as well as to our community at large.
The poem speaks of a traveler whose destination is never
mentioned, but is remembered for his unselfish efforts
to build a bridge for an unknown follower to cross. The
Brothers of the Tau Nu chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., in Fort Wayne, Indiana, have had the privilege
and honor to marvel a man whose life exemplifies this
poem’s message, Brother Coleridge L. Brewer.

B

rother Coleridge L. Brewer was born on July 9, 1916,
in Dyersburg, Tennessee, the fourth of five children.
Raised by his older siblings and extended family as a result to early losses of his parents, he developed a kind
loving and unselfish spirit.

H

e was initiated into “Bloody Rho Psi” chapter at Tennessee State University in 1945. Bro. Brewer’s perseverance and continued efforts to lift others while
climbing has endured for 60 years within framework of
Omega Psi Phi, Fraternity, Inc.

B

ro. Brewer is an inspiration to all. Highlights from his
life include:
US Army Veteran
Member of the 1945 undefeated Tennessee State
University Football Team
President of the Lampodas’ Club (Rho Psi)
Dean of Pledges (Rho Psi)
History teacher (Charleston, Missouri)
Insurance Salesman (Gary, Indiana)
Civil Engineer (Indiana State Highway Commission
& the City of Ft. Wayne)
Founding member the Tau Nu Graduate chapter
Business owner (Ft. Wayne, Indiana)
Completed Civil engineering courses at Purdue
University in the 1960’s.

Commissioner and Board Member of the Ft.
Wayne Metro Youth Football League
Inductee into the Ft. Wayne African-American
Museum Hall of Fame
Namesake of the Tau Nu chapter scholarship

B

ro. Brewer was the first African-American to experience such endeavors in several of these capacities.
In the true Omega spirit, Bro. Brewer made sure to build
bridges for those that would travel behind him as he
fought through Jim Crow and the lingering injustices of
racism that permeated his childhood.

E

ven in his last days, Bro. Brewer remained an inspiration to all he came in contact. He enjoyed 54 years of
marriage to his lovely wife, Mabel, their children and
grandchildren.

A

lthough the sun has set on this soldier, Brother
Brewer’s life is a testimony of perseverance. He
reminded us to “remember to look for the good in people,
and let the other stuff go”. He smiled as he reminisced
on his days at TSU. When asked about the most memorable fraternity experiences, Bro. Brewer talked about his
kinship and bonds he shared with the friends acquired
while seeking Omega. He kept in contact with his line
brother and dear friend Marvin Smithson of Chicago.

W

e call him the “King Maker”, the “God Father” and
he was truly a “Bridge Builder”.

Coleridge L. Brewer
1916-2006
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Brother Marvin Burruss, the present Basileus and the

Rho Tau Chapter Brothers Working
Hard and Achieving Goals

2005 Omega Man of the Year. Brother Burruss
found the time to not only lead the chapter, but

By Bro. Edward Bates

G

urnee, IL—The
Rho Tau Chapter

and individual brothers
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to be the Mentor for the new members.
All of these men continue to do the work of Omega, despite their busy schedules.

have been working hard
to achieve it’s long
term strategic plan and

Rho Tau Initiates Six Brothers
Reporter: Kelvin Lyons

vision for the 21st Century. The plan envisions a comprehensive,
coordinated system of leading the way in Lake County by
providing excellent mentoring services young males. The
chapter reinitiated the Talent Hunt Competition, the first
membership selection process since 1999, re-activated
several brothers and partnered with other community-based
groups in order to achieve it’s goals. Despite the large time
commitment that the above requires, the brothers have ac-

R

ho Tau Chapter (Gurnee, IL) is proud to introduce to
you six men who exemplify the motto “Men of
Purpose, Men of Vision”. It is with great pride that we
bring to you the new member. There were 6 candidates
initiated into the folds of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
With a line name, “Six the Hard Way” the new members
are: Robert “Quiet Storm” Brothers, Tracey “Preach”
Johnson, Anthony “Cross Hairs” Charleston, Jerome
“Stealth” Cole, Andre “Rasta” Harris, and Isaac “Hustler”
Kirkwood.

cepted the hard work.

T

he brothers have also been making major moves with
activities of through the chapter that includes

Juneteenth Celebration, National Essay Contest, Senior
Walk for Diabetes, Toys for Tots, Money for college
workshops and various fundraisers. They have also been
experiencing success outside Omega as well. We are blessed
to have:
Brother David Weatherspoon received the Omega Man
of the Year Award. Brother “Spoon” is an accomplished musician in his own right, and was the
brainchild of reinitiating the Chapter Talent Hunt
program.
Brother Kenneth Stewart is a 55+ year brother who received the Lifetime Achievement Award for Community Service Award from the Lake County Most Influential African American Award.
Brother’s Eugene Head and Vernell Whitaker were honored for their 35 and 40 years of Educational
Services in the Lake County Area.

T

hese Men of Purpose and Vision have already begun
working hard for Omega with various Social Action

projects and selling tickets to the chapter events. The
Neo’s are planning to give back to the community by
planning “Back to School Rallies”, mentoring, and Boy
Scout, Cub Pack. This diverse group of Neo’s include an
Airline Pilot, Social Worker, School Teachers, Probation
Officer, and Technology Coordinators just to name a few.

Congratulations to the Neo’s of Rho Tau Chapter.
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Zeta Epsilon and Nu Alpha Alpha Host
2006 National Teacher of the Year

o

n February 12, 2007, only two days after their initiation into our beloved Fraternity, Zeta Epsilon Chapter
- Spring 2007 (Brothers Vernon L. Thomas III, Brandon S.
Mosley, F. Maurice Gunn II, Quentin O. Hunter, and Paul E.
Butler) along with their Basileus Bro. Dominic A. Day, Sr.
(7-ZE-05) co-hosted the 2006 National Teacher of the
Year, Kimberly Oliver. Ms. Oliver was guest speaker for the
inaugural “Inspire to Teach, Teach to Inspire” lecture
hosted by the Indiana University Bloomington (IUB) School
of Education’s Office of Recruitment and Retention, which
is directed by Bro. Ghangis D. Carter (2-ZP-93), who also
serves as Zeta Epsilon’s chapter advisor. Bros. Day and
Butler are also secondary education social studies and
English majors, respectively, in the IUB School of
Education.

of H.E.A.R.T. Teachers need to promote H.E.AR.T.
everyday throughout their teaching careers. Teachers
should set high expectations for students. Teachers
should strive daily for excellence and expertise in their
field. Teachers should be auditory leaders. Teachers must
build relationships with their students and their student’s
parents. When these relationships are established teachers will be better able to encourage thinking outside of
the box.
Ms. Oliver then closed by telling the audience of future
educators “most days will not be perfect, but that is ok,”
suggesting to the audience the challenges amidst the
joyful impact of teaching.
Zeta Epsilon Chapter was charted on the campus of
Indiana University Bloomington October 20, 1947. October
2007 will mark Zeta Epsilon’s 60th year of service to the
Indiana University, City of Bloomington and surrounding
communities.

Bro. Ghangis D. Carter–
Father to be Congratulations &
Leaving Big Shoes to Fill
Kimberly Oliver, 2006 National Teacher of the Year
Brothers of Zeta Epsilon and Nu Alpha Alpha Chapters L
to R: Alrick L. Banks (NAA); Dominic A. Day, Sr. (ZE);
Ghangis D. Carter (NAA); Paul E. Butler (ZE); and
Edward L.Hazelrig, Jr. (NAA)

D

r. Carter’s forthcoming child to that of a son
(God willing a future Omega Man!) Ghangis is also a

Ph.D. candidate in the Higher Education Administration at
the IU Bloomington School of Education and recently

Ms. Oliver’s grandmother attended a “colored school” in
North Carolina. Everyday after school Kimberly’s grandmother would ask her, “Did you get your lesson today?” Her
grandmother taught Kimberly education could open doors
and she wanted Kimberly to achieve higher than her own
opportunities in life. Ms. Oliver stated, “I realized the value
of education very early on in my life.” It is a value that she
tries to pass on to her students.
Ms. Oliver admits there are still several issues hindering
the field of education. Equity is a major issue hanging in the
balance of education. “How do we address equity?” Ms.
Oliver suggests the answer to equity is pressing the issue

concluded three terms as Basileus of NAA Chapter
(2003-2006).
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Zeta Phi Brother Receives
Promotion
Bro. Gene Hawkins

The Quaker Oats Company, Pepsico Brothers,
Q TG,
Perry Jones has been named Vice President, QTG
Manufacturing.

P

erry has been with PepsiCo for nearly 20 years and is
nearly synonymous with growth. He joined Frito-Lay
operations out of Grambling State University and
subsequently held various operations roles with
increasing responsibilities within QTG Supply Chain. In
1992, he was promoted to plant manager in Indianapolis,
where he was instrumental in the plant and distribution
center start-up in 1999.

M

ost recently, Perry served as Vice President Hot
Fill Operations, QTG, and was a key strategist
behind the Blue Ridge, Va., plant start-up in 2006. The
people capability agenda, plant design and leadership
initiatives he developed in Blue Ridge will form the
blueprint for additional plants and Hot Fill lines of the
future.

2006 Founders Day Celebration
Honors Community Organizer
Reporter: Isaac Kirkwood

Z

ion, IL—Reverend Todd Gordon of Zion, IL is the
2006 Rho Tau Chapter Citizen of the Year. Rev.

Gordon is a grass-root community organizer focusing on
under-privileged neighborhoods. He has lead community
volunteers to spearhead the donation thousands of
Backpack’s stuffed with school supplies.

B

rother David Weatherspoon, our 2006 Omega Man of
the Year has had a tremendous year. In addition to

reviving the local Talent Hunt program, he has directed the
College of Lake County’s student recruitment and support
services. Bro. “Spoon” is currently planning our local Talent
Hunt 2007.

I

n his new role, Perry, will lead the Hot Fill (nine
sites), Tropicana (four sites), and Foods (seven
sites) manufacturing operations in US and Canada.

Nu Chi’s Own Willie Vinson Commended for Life-Saving Action

E

ast St. Louis (IL.) School District 189 administrator was recently lauded for his apt
response to a potentially dire circumstance, which ultimately resulted in a student’s
life being saved.

A

t the November 2006 school board meeting, school district officials commended
Wyvetter Younge Middle School Assistant Principal Willie Vinson adeptly
performed the Heimlich Maneuver on a student who displayed the universal choking sign
while eating lunch in the school’s cafeteria

A
D

fter Brother Vinson’s swift, decisive action, a large portion of food was dislodged
from the student’s airway, thereby restoring the pupil’s ability to function normally.

uring the board meeting East St. Louis (IL.) School District 189 Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Theresa Saunders (pictured with Vinson) presented the veteran educator
with a plaque commemorating his actions.
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Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter
Health Fair/Charles Drew Blood Drive 2006
Submitted by Brother LeMarr “Spedy” Ketchens

R

ho Gamma Gamma Chapter (Chicago), Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., had been informed that a chapter of it’s
size should do more than a Charles Drew Blood Drive – a full-blown Health Fair would be much more
appropriate. With that in mind, Brother Michael Johnson, the Social Action Chair, stepped up his game and
brought forth the first of many Health Fairs to come. On October 28, 2006, Rho Gamma Gamma was poised to
make history. The chapter of 77 financial members was tasked to pull off a Health Fair, which included the
Charles Drew Blood Drive.

M

arjorie Roache, South Suburban College Dean of
Nursing, was very instrumental in setting up a
topnotch facility for the Health Fair. Rho Gamma Gamma
had full access to the atrium, where several Health
Screening stations were setup. Of these stations, we had
the following available: Blood Pressure Screenings,
Diabetes Glucose Screenings, Pulse Oximetry,
Tuberculosis Screenings (donated by Cook County Bureau
of Health Services), Cholesterol Screenings (donated by
South Suburban Hospital), and Body Fat Analysis
(donated by Ingalls Memorial Hospital). ** All of the
screening stations were administered by the South
Suburban College Nursing Students ** There was also
health support information given by Walgreens, American
Diabetes Association, the Sickle Cell Center from
University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), and the lovely ladies
of Zeta Phi Beta – Tau Psi Zeta Chapter. The Zetas, held
several breakout sessions that spoke on breast cancer as
well as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).

N

early 100 people participated in the event, and that includes more 20 Rho Gamma Gamma financial members.
The brothers participated as well as volunteered their valuable time on a Saturday morning. Of that 100
participants, there were 20 who donated blood and nearly 30 registered for the Bone Marrow Registry. Life
Source was used for both processes, which is in accordance with most black people given the response American
Red Cross brought about in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
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Sigma Omega Chapter Founders
Banquet
Partnering to Host
Health & Wellness Fair
Reporter: Isaac Kirkwood

Z

S

igma Omega Chapter (1921) joined together on
November 18th, 2006 to celebrate the founding of

the Fraternity with a Founders banquet. Two Brothers,
Bros. Louis James and Roosevelt Collins, received

ion, IL—The men of Rho Tau in conjunction with

recognition with lifetime achievement awards, while our

Mt. Zion Baptist Church lead by Brother Reverend

essay contest winners also received their awards during

Tracey Johnson coordinated the Health & Wellness Fair.

the event.

Brother Johnson, a Neo was instrumental in

I
S

collaborating with Congress-woman Melissa Bean and
State Senator Michael Bond.

I

n addition to free glucose testing, there were tests
for: cholesterol, PSA’s, mammograms, osteoporosis

and blood pressure. At the same time, we conducted
our Charles Drew Blood Drive. Over 30 local vendors
assisted with various services. The community and
sponsors were impressed with the participation of the
Rho Tau Chapter brothers.

mmediate past Basileus, Lawrence Rollins, was given
the Omega Man of the Year Award for his

accomplishments during his two-year term in office.
igma Omega also honored Cook County Board
President Bobbie Steele with its citizen of the

year award. Bobbie Steele is the first woman Cook

County Board president in the history of the board.

W

ith nearly 100 Brothers in attendance, this
Founders banquet was one to be remembered.

D

uring Founders’ Weekend 2006 on November 18th the Brothers of Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter Of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity pulled together early that morning to prepare and deliver Thanksgiving Food Baskets to nearly 40
less fortunate homes throughout the Chicago area. The Chapter has done this service project every year, and this
year was one of the largest donations of food baskets thanks to the Brothers’ donation assistance in conjunction
with the Chapter. The project was chaired by Social Action Chair Brother Mike Johnson who did a great job again
leading another successful service project for the Chapter. The meeting place and many of the homes were
provided by Bro. Jesse Teuerbaugh of Cleanslate which is a non-profit human services agency.

T

he Brothers fully equipped the food baskets (non-perishable items) with a full Thanksgiving meal that consisted
of a turkey, corn bread, stuffing, chicken broth, green beans, cranberry sauce, macaroni, apple juice, cake, and
candied yams. After all the baskets were assembled, Brother Mike Johnson distributed the list of homes for the
Brothers to deliver the food baskets to. Each Brother
delivered four to six food baskets to their assigned list of
underprivileged homes throughout the Chicago area. Once
again Rho Gamma Chapter proudly stood on the cardinal
principle of UPLIFT for communities throughout the
Greater Chicago area.
By Brother Steven E. Hill
Que-Times Staff Reporter
Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter

Bro. Timothy W. Tyler, DDPR
2928 Northcreek Drive
Woodridge, IL 60517
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Nu Omega Brother Enters Omega Chapter

B

ro. Wendell Willard Shackelford was born on July 28, 1930 in Saginaw,
Michigan to the late Kenneth and Marion Shackelford. Wendell grew up in
Saginaw with his two brothers, Brewster and Kenneth, and his sisters, Janice,
Barbara, and Joan.

W

ithout affection for school as a youth, Wendell enlisted in the United
States Navy at the age of 17. He served our country for four years during
the Korean War. During his tour of duty, he participated in the amphibious
invasion of 1950 at Inchon.

H

aving received an honorable discharge from the U.S. Navy in 1951, Wendell
returned to Saginaw and began working in a local plant. He soon realized that
this life was not enough for him. Wendell began evening classes at Ferris Institute
to complete his high school diploma. While completing this task, Wendell developed
an unquenchable thirst for knowledge. He decided to continue his education and
enrolled at Wayne State University. Wayne State University granted him both BA
and MA degrees in English. He continued his education by obtaining over 70 quarter hours in the EDD program in
Education Administration at Wayne.

W

O

endell worked for over 30 years in the Detroit Public School system. He served as an English instructor,
English department head, Assistant Principal at Pershing High School, and
Principal at Post Middle
School.

n August 4, 1962, Wendell married Ola Allen. From this beautiful union two sons were born: Anthony
Wendell and Daryl Willard. Wendell was a loving husband and father. He took a great interest in the lives
of his sons.

O

n July 24, 1976, Wendell was initiated into the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated through Nu Omega
Chapter. He served as chairman of the Founders’ Day luncheon, Mardi Gras committee co-chairman, and
worked as a member of the Reclamation, Scholarship, and Bar committees. He held the offices of Editor to the
Oracle and Chaplain. Bro. Shackelford is also credited with creating the “Que Lunch Bunch” (a group of retired
Omega Men). His greatest honor was being selected in 1997 to receive Nu Omega Chapter’s “Man of the Year”
award. He truly embodied the cardinal principals of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.

W
H

endell’s journey as a mortal ended on Wednesday, November 22, 2006, after a well-fought battle with
pneumonia.

e leaves behind to cherish his memory, his devoted wife Ola, two proud sons (both Omega Men), Anthony
(Sandra) and Daryl (LaToya); sisters Barbara (Robert), Joan (Edward) and Janice; brother Kenneth; two
grandchildren, whom he adored, Cassidy and Sloan; several nieces and nephews; and Fraternity brothers who will
miss his candor dearly.

