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Message From the 
District Representative

Summer 2011

Greetings Brethren of Talented 
Tenth District:
 
Now that we can take a deep breath from what 
many of you continue to express to be one of 
our finest Tenth District Convention, I want to 
take this moment to thank you on behalf of 
your Centennial Administration for the 
opportunity to serve you during a pivotal time 
in our Fraternity's rich history. It has been 
brought to my attention on several occasions 
that the means to have this administration re-
elected to serve a second term was by far the 
absolute fastest and most unique in the history 
of the Talented Tenth District. I can only 
attribute that to us performing well above your 
expectations for the first year. Rest assured 
that we are committed to eclipse that 
performance as we prepare to descend upon 
Gary/Merrillville, IN for our 2011 Fall Council 
Meeting, the 75th Tenth District Convention 
next spring,  and the 2012 Conclave in 
Minneapolis, MN.

As we close the chapter on our Fraternity's 
first 100-years we should never forget it as we 
begin the chapter on the next 100-years. 
Brothers we must get back to basics in four (4) 
key areas: 1) Strong graduate leadership and 
fellowship to foster and nurture strong 
leadership and fellowship at the undergraduate 
level; 2) Selection of men with character and 
integrity that can build upon a strong legacy 
and not diminish it; 3) Continue to be a beacon 
of hope, a shining light, in our communities as 
it pertains to relationships, education, and 
economic empowerment; and 4) Continue to 
remind ourselves and other members of the 
fold that none of us is bigger than what the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. stands for.

With that said, let us - [as fully registered 
participants I might add] - descend upon 
Washington D.C. next month to celebrate our 
100th Anniversary and impact the birthplace of 
Fraternity with a level of professionalism and 
character it has never seen before. To make it 
plain Brothers, we are returning home as a 
family. None of us will be alive to share in this 
event in year 2111. Therefore, let's make the 
best of it and make it something to cherish for 
the remainder of this lifetime as for once 
politics will take a back seat to celebration and 
fellowship. This is a mindset we need to keep 
as we take the celebration all the way through 

the individual chapter celebrations slated for 
November 2011.

Our enthusiasm does not stop here Brothers. 
We need to remain fired up and show support 
for our Brothers of Alpha Chi Chapter as they 
prepare to host the 2011 Fall Council Meeting 
and 75th Tenth District Convention. Register 
early and likewise reserve your hotel room. 
Also there will be a District Officer and 
National Officer Candidates Forum at the 2011 
Fall Council Meeting. If you intend to be a 
candidate for Tenth District Office for 
2012-2013, please submit your candidate 
information to Past District Representative 
Glenn A. Mathews at GMQue1@yahoo.com 
by August 15, 2011. You may announce your 
candidacy to the entire District at that time as 
well.

Lastly, the 2012/77th International Grand 
Conclave will be in Minneapolis, MN. I 
attended a recent 2012 Grand Conclave 
committee meeting in Minnesota's Twin Cities 
and Brothers I must emphatically say that we 
are anticipating one of the finest if not thee 
finest International Grand Conclaves in the 
history of our Fraternity. The Talented Tenth 
District and every active chapter therein must 
give 200% support to the hardworking, 
professional Brethren of Epsilon Rho and Xi 
Chapters. We have set a goal of five-hundred 
(500) registered/attending Brothers from the 
Talented Tenth District. I believe we can easily 
exceed that number as more information is 
revealed. Make sure you stop by and likewise 
encourage other brethren to attend the 2012 
Grand Conclave Information Center that will 
be set up at the Centennial Celebration in 
Washington, D.C.

Until next time Brothers of the Talented Tenth 
District, stay committed, focused, and 
enthusiastic. As we all know too well, it much 
tougher being an Omega Man than it is 
becoming an Omega Man!

Fraternally,
Bro. Johnny A. Lynch 
3-PI PSI-1988 | LM #3953
Tenth District Representative

http://www.omega10thdistrict.org
http://www.omega10thdistrict.org
mailto:GMQue1@yahoo.com
mailto:GMQue1@yahoo.com
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Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will 
make your paths straight.

Proverbs 3:5-6
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Madison, WI - There is a Tenth District 
Committee that represents Manhood every 
year, and it’s the African American Life and 
History (AALH) Committee.  For some time 
now, the committee has sought out a school 
named after a Black Man, and more 
importantly, an Omega Man.  This year was no 
exception, with the visit to James C. Wright 
Middle School, in Madison, Wisconsin – 
Thursday, April 28, 2011.

This Middle School was named after thi 
pioneering Brother who was initiated into Zeta 
Chapter – Spring 1946.  He was a stalwart in 
the Madison community as a Civil Rights 
person, who brought about the City of 
Madison’s Equal Opportunities Ordinance.  He 
was also an ordained minister/pastor of Mount 
Zion Baptist Church.  Brother Wright is now 
in Omega Chapter and very much missed by 
the community and the Tenth District. 

The committee, chaired by Bro. Melvin Slater, 
had an essay contest for the young students 
and award the students for their ability to 
participate as well as show off the ability to 
write.  This year’s winners were: 1st Jennifer 
Ortiz (7th Grade), 2nd Jayla Porter-Young (7th 
Grade), 3rd Lauren Walker (7th Grade), 4th 
Latia Carter (7th Grade), and 5th Luis Juarez 

(8th Grade).  Brother Johnny Lynch, the Tenth 
District Representative congratulated all the 
students.  All students were awarded US 
Savings Bonds and informed of the importance 
of how the bonds work.  

Speaking of work, the principle, Ms. Nancy 
Evans, requested that the Omegas of Madison 
continue to partner with Wright Middle School 
in the future.  Interesting note is that Ms. 
Evans is a member of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority.  She was very pleased to see all the 
Omegas very well dressed and willing to take 
time out for the children.  She was equally 
impressed that Mrs. Jacqueline Wright (Rev. 
Wright wife) and daughter were in attendance 
and received a 5-minute standing ovation. 
 
Lastly, the committee donated a framed 
portrait of Brother Wright along with a framed 
biography to be displayed in the school.  This 
was unexpected and welcomed as the school 
had no biography of Brother Wright and the 
photo they had was fading due to the sun.  The 
men of Omega, the Talented Tenth District, left  
a lasting impression on the city of Madison, 
Wisconsin.  It is with great pleasure that the 
impression has and will continue there.

Tenth District Role Models in 
Madison, Wisconsin
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Submitted by Brother Lemarr Ketchens

Chicago, IL - On April 16, 2011, it was 
good and pleasant for Brethren to dwell 
together – in unity.  This was a wonderful 
day for the men of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc.  Why? -- Because the 
Chicago-Area men of Omega got together 
to pray.

Hosted in the Rainbow PUSH 
Headquarters (930 E. 50th Street, 
Chicago, IL 60615), the men of Omega 
broke bread together.  They chatted and 
embraced one another.  They joke and 
reminisced with one another.  It was a 
good day.  Reverend Brother Jesse L. 
Jackson Sr. spared a few moments of his 
time and shared some words of wisdom 
and encouragement.

After the meal, the Keynote Speaker, who 
is a man of Omega, addressed the group.  
This Brother , the Apostle H. Daniel 
Wilson of Valley Kingdom Ministries.  
Brother Wilson had a wonderful message 
that focused on Omegas being “Spiritual 
Men”.  With 50 Brothers in attendance, a 
thundering round of applause filled the 
room as Apostle Wilson completed his 
message.

Chicago-Area Omega Men Prayer Brunch

Submitted by Brother Andrew Bailey

E. St. Louis, IL - On March 27, 2011 the National Pan Hellenic Council of East St. 
Louis Illinois held their Annual Honors Day Program. This year the program was held 
at the Macedonia Baptist Church located at 15th and Broadway Ave in E. St. Louis, 
IL.

During the program many selected individuals and organization were given 
recognition for outstanding service to the community. Several Greek members were 
noted for 25 yrs, 30 yrs and 50 yrs of service in their affiliate organizations. Several 
organizations were noted for their contributions to various charitable institutions.

This year the men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc, Nu Chi Chapter of E. St. Louis 
were saluted for their contribution to community and for celebrating their 100th year 
Anniversary.

Shown in the picture James Daniels, 
President of the NPHC of E. St. Louis is 
giving an award to honor the 100th Yr 
Celebration of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 
Receiving the award is Dejuan Lockhart, 
Basileus of Nu Chi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Inc. in E. St. Louis, Illinois. 

Pan Hellenic Salutes Omega

Submitted by Brother Andrew Bailey

E. St. Louis, IL - Congratulations are in order for Bro Jarvis Freeman who was a student at SIU Carbondale in Carbondale, 
Illinois. 

Jarvis J Freeman (OT- SPR’09), graduated from SIUC May, 14, 2011 with a BS in Mechanical Engineering. In a special honors 
program he was commissioned as a 2nd LT. Later this year he will be assigned to the Illinois National Guard as a Signal 
Officer.

While attending SIUC he was the vice president of National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) and elected Vice president of 
Student Government as well as a Cadet in the Army National Guard.

Brother Graduates from SIU Carbondale
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Submitted by Brother Lemarr Ketchens

Chicago, Il - How many of you think about recycling?  How many of you thing about the 
environment?  How many of you think about the black community when the topic of “Green” 
comes up?  Well, there is a person, Brother Jamal Ali, who think about all of the above.

Brother Jamal Ali, author the book, “Black and Green: Black Insights for the Green 
Movement”, was a panel speaker for the Chicago “Green Festival Weekend – May 14-15, 
2011.  A clip of him was posted on Northwestern University’s Medill Reports Chicago blog.  
(http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=186490)

Brother Ali’s book would be a great place for all to read and study as more or more become 
aware of the how important it is to recycle.  Brother Jamal has a famous quote: “Remember, 
if you're not recycling, you're throwing it all away”.  Stop by Brother Ali’s website (http://
www.blackandgreen2.com/).

Brother Jamal Ali was initiated in to Nu Epsilon in 1980.  He currently resides in Chicago, 
Illinois with his wife and children.  He is also financial and active with Rho Gamma Gamma 
Chapter – Chicago, Illinois.

Brother’s New Book - “Black and Green”

Submitted by Brother Lemarr Ketchens

Chicago, IL - In the city of 
Chicago, the men of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc., look forward 
to working in the community and 
giving back whenever there is a 
possibility.  Working with the 
March of Dimes – March for 
Babies Campaign 2011, is just 
one of the many things these men 
looking forward to doing.

It was rainy and windy April 17, 
2011, in the city of Chicago but 
that did not stop the hundreds of 
participants from Marching for 
Babies.  The Chicago-Area Omegas partner with Harmony 
Lodge #88 (PHA) and Pride of Harmony Chapter #144 

(PHA) at Checkpoint #2 this year.  Over the past few years 
the Omegas were outnumbered at the checkpoint.  Of 

course, it being the Centennial Year, the 
Omegas showed up this year with over 30 
Brothers ready to work bright and early.

Due to budget changes, the route was 
shortened and the group had to work with 
less.  However, the group worked together 
as an outstanding team and made sure that 
all the participants (Marchers for Babies) 
had something to drink and something to 
snack.  The enthusiasm never died at this 
checkpoint.  So much so that the sun 
decided to come out and shine as the 
event began.

Chicago-Area Omegas – March of Dimes

Submitted by Brother 
Andrew Bailey

Centerville, IL - The Rev. Gary Gaston has been elected as the Senior Pastor of the St Paul Baptist Church. Rev Gaston is one the 
efficient Sons in Ministry trained by the retired Pastor Obie Rush.

Rev. Gaston holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theology / Psychology from American Baptist College in Nashville, TN.; a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religious Studies, from Lindenwood University in St Charles Mo.; and a Masters in Administration, 
Human Resources Management from Lindenwood University. Bro. Gary Gaston is a proud and active member in the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity.

Rev. Gaston has been active at the St Paul Baptist Church since he was a very young man. He is a Sunday School Teacher , member 
of the Board of Christian Education, Chairman of the Culinary Ministry and many other activities.

The Men of Nu Chi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity proudly salute Bro. Gary Gaston.

Omega Man Elected as New Senior Pastor 

http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=186490
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=186490
http://www.blackandgreen2.com/)
http://www.blackandgreen2.com/)
http://www.blackandgreen2.com/)
http://www.blackandgreen2.com/)


www.omega10thdistrict.org www.omega10thdistrict.org 8Page

Submitted by Brother Eddie R. Cole, Jr.

Bloomington, IN – The Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., successfully kicked off a family-
friendly Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 6, at the 
Meadow Park Clubhouse.
 
Approximately 30 people filled the clubhouse as local 
supporters of the Chapter enjoyed food, card games, and other 
socializing. The Brothers of Nu Alpha Alpha also welcomed 

children to the event as 
the youth spent the 
evening playing in the 
cozy atmosphere.
 
“The event was great 
for people to bring 
their families and 
watch the game,” said 
Alrick Banks, chapter 
social action chair and 
Keeper of Finance. 
“This was a way for 
our Chapter to say 

thank you to our community for their continue support.”
 
Guests enjoyed watching Green Bay Packers defeat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 31—25. 
 
“I enjoyed the event and I think these are the types of 
activities the Chapter should be doing in our community,” said 
Edward Hazelrig, Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter Basileus. “The 
more we do for the people in Bloomington the more the 
people will do for us.”
 
Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter was chartered on March 15, 1980 in 
Bloomington, Indiana. Actively involved in community affairs 
and collaborations, the Chapter prides itself on hosting 
initiatives that are relevant in advancing the cultural, social 
and fiscal standing of the City of Bloomington and Monroe 
County citizenry.

Chapter Provides Family Atmosphere for Super Bowl

Submitted by Brother Gene Hawkins

Indianapolis, IN - The Brothers of 
Zeta Phi Chapter have always been 
good stewards to Omega’s nationally 
mandated programs, but have taken it 
to a new level in this centennial year.  
In January of 2011, eight thoroughly 
immersed Brothers applied and were 
accepted as official mentors in 
Goodwill Industries’ “Good Guide” 
mentoring program.  On the 1st & 3rd 
Monday of every month, Omega men 
have met with a dozen targeted youth, 
who were desperately in need of 
positive male influence.  To date the 
group mentoring sessions have 
covered topics from goal-setting, 
proper handshakes fundamentals, 
cooking basics, male/female 
relationships, tours to Radio One 
studios and boxing/conditioning 
basics.   The diligence, consistency & 
creativity from the Brothers have 
shown a noticeable impact in the 
mentees.  The men of Zeta Phi have 
embraced this program as our 
Fatherhood Initiative Program, and 
look to expand on it to affect more 
young men in need.

As powerful as the group mentoring 
has been, a few Brothers have still 
been directly involved as BIGS in the 

nationally mandated BigBrothers-
BigSisters partnership.  There are two 
active Brothers in the program.  This 
program has shown a direct positive 
improvement in our mentees 
behavior, maturity, and grades in the 
classroom.  

We highly advocate that every chapter 
identify willing Brothers to serve as 
BIGS.   The realistic time requirement  
is only 4-8 hours a month, and it’s an 
uplifting experience for the mentors 
as well.

UNCF is a program that has typically 
been a financial contribution only, but 
in 2011 the men of Zeta Phi opted for 
a more active involvement.  On 
Saturday, March 26th, Brothers Eric 
Mullin, Tim Brown, Charles Johnson 
& Tyrelle Collins bowled to raise over 
$900.  Brother Hawkins hosted a 
second team with a high school 
program to contribute another $600.  
These gifts are in addition to the 
national assessment the chapter gives.

On Saturday March 5th & March 
12th, Brothers Rocky Harvey, James 
Carpenter, Rondre Smith & Terry 
Strickland served as Science Fair 
judges for the State of Indiana 
Regional Science Fair at Marian 

University.  This program 
traditionally has not had many 
African American participants, but the 
few in attendance needed to see Black 
Male leadership in these fields.   The 
Brothers left committed to promoting 
this event in our communities, for 
increased participation in next year’s 
event.

Last, but not least was the very 
successful Charles R. Drew Blood 
Drive.  On Saturday morning, April 
23rd, over a dozen Omegas joined 
members of Delta Sigma Theta and 
community supporters for a record 
turn-out for our annual event.  The 
Bloodmobile had to turn away 
potential donors due to the 
overwhelming attendance.  

Zeta Phi Chapter is so grateful to 
serve a city of people dedicated to 
uplifting others, and even more 
humbled to administer the Fraternity’s 
amazing nationally mandated 
programs.

Zeta Phi Immersed in Programs
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Submitted by Brother Alrick L. Banks
 
Bloomington, IN  – Brother Adrian Land, KRS of Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter, was honored 
recently at the Sixth Annual City of Bloomington Black History Month Gala.  More than 
150 people attended the February 26th event at the Hilton Garden Inn.  The gala was the 
closing celebration of events hosted by the City of Bloomington to commemorate Black 
History Month.  “The Black History Month Gala is a perfect way to conclude Black History 
Month, “Mayor Mark Kruzan said.  “It shouldn’t end the important contributions that 
African-Americans have made.”
 
Land received the 2011 City of Bloomington’s Outstanding Young Black Male Leader of 
Tomorrow Award, an annual award presented by the City of Bloomington’s Commission on 
the Status of Black Males.  Land has lived in Bloomington since beginning his graduate 
studies at Indiana University in 2005.  Land is a Ph.D. candidate in Microbiology and will 
graduate this year.  He is a member of the Midwest Crossroads Alliances for Graduate 
Education and the Professoriate.  His volunteer activities include an ambassador for the 
Office of Diversity Education, Bethel A.M.E. Church Iron Men and a co-facilitator of 

workshops for the IU Men and Women of Color Annual Conference.  

Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter was chartered on March 15, 1980, in Bloomington, Indiana. Actively involved in community affairs 
and collaborations, the Chapter prides itself on hosting initiatives that are relevant in advancing the cultural, social and fiscal 
standing of the City of Bloomington and Monroe County citizenry.
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Submitted by Brother Alrick L. Banks

Madison, WI – The Nu Alpha Alpha Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was awarded the 
prestigious Tenth District Graduate Chapter of 
the Year during the 2011 District Convention 
hosted April 28 – May 1 in Madison, Wisconsin.

Nu Alpha Alpha competed against graduate 
chapters of the Fraternity in Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. The 
Chapter also received the honor in 2010.

“District Chapter of the Year is a great honor we 
do not take lightly,” said Chapter Basileus Bro. 
Edward Hazelrig. “Just to be recognized for the 
work we do is a great reward in itself.”

Bro. Eddie R. Cole, Jr., also of the Nu Alpha 
Alpha Chapter, was named the District 
Representative’s Graduate Scholar of the Year. 
Bro. Cole, Jr. is a doctoral student in the Higher 
Education and Student Affairs program at 

Indiana University—Bloomington. He also won 
the same award from the District in 2010.

“For one of our cardinal principles to be 
Scholarship, this honor for an academic endeavor 
is beyond words,” said Bro. Cole, Jr., a native of 
Boligee, Alabama. “I am humbled and will 
remember this award long after this moment.”

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was founded on 
November 17, 1911, on the campus of Howard 
University in Washington D.C. Nu Alpha Alpha 
Chapter was charted in Bloomington, Indiana, on 
March 15, 1980.

Nu Alpha Alpha - Chapter of the Year

!

Brother Adrian Land Honored at Sixth Annual 
Black History Month Gala
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Submitted by Brother Keith D. Bullock

Southfield, MI - On Saturday, February 25, 2011, The Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter of Southfield, Michigan hosted our 
11th Annual “State of the Fraternity Luncheon”, featuring our newly elected 39th Grand Basileus Dr. Andrew Ray as the keynote 
speaker. 

Hundreds of Omega men packed the banquet hall for an opportunity to dialogue with the Grand Basileus in grandeur style, 
upfront and personal. This annual signature event is designed similar to the state of the union address, but for fraternity members 
only to hear the vision and direction of the Fraternity in all facets, directly from our national president in the presence of other 
district and national leaders.  

Brother Dr. Andrew Ray often spoke about transparency in communications with all members so we can be abreast of current 
activities without being surprised, misled and/or hearing something through the infamous grapevine. During his short period in 
office Dr. Ray has made some drastic transitions financially, cutting staff to nearly half, eliminating some four verbal employee 
contracts, saving close to $15,000 a month in unnecessary expenditures. Of course, he explained that some revisions/decisions 
made may stir up some brotherly controversy from those resistant to change, but assured the brotherhood that he would take full 
responsibility for his actions and deal with the issue head on. Just as Brother Ray did during his campaign at the National 
Conclave Convention in Raleigh, North Carolina, he assured the Brothers that he has time, and his only concern is to use it for 
the betterment of great Fraternity with our future in mind.

Brothers packed the hall with dignitaries from all over the Talented Tenth District and beyond to partake in a great lunch, 
fellowship, get valuable updates from our leader and experience one the greatest rededication ceremonies ever imaginable, so 
eloquently delivered by our own Grand Basileus – Dr. Andrew Ray. Brothers were given an opportunity to ask any and all 
questions they felt important, even settling some myths and rumors that may have been circulating via internet highway.

The “Rededication Ceremony” delivered brought Brothers to tears as the narrator so eloquently delivered verbatim and reminded 
Brothers all of the sacred vows that we had taken to uphold our precious four cardinal principles as the Founders interpret, 
unmodified. He made final reference to our obligation for Protection of one another, not Wrecking, known to be a major concern 
with the brotherhood in this era.

The Brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter of Southfield, Michigan would like to thank 
our Supreme Council members and all of the Brothers who were able to partake in such an original grand event and hope that 
you enjoyed our hospitality.

10Pa
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State of the Fraternity Luncheon 2011
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Submitted by Brother Keith D. Bullock

Southfield, MI – The Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter of Southfield, Michigan 
continue to provide quality year round services for their surrounding communities.  On 
April 9, 2011, the Ques in conjunction with the AKA’s (Lambda Pi Omega Chapter) held 
their 1st joint Blood and Bone Marrow drive at the American Red Cross to help “Give the 
Gift of Life”!

On April 16th children from all over Southfield and surrounding 
areas packed into the Southfield Pavilion to participate in the 
“Omega Annual Easter Egg Hunt.” For the 5th consecutive year in 
a row, the Brothers strategically place hundreds of candy filled 
eggs throughout the compound. On each round there was one 
golden egg worth a $25 gift card to some lucky kid. This year 
Brothers were able to give out a total of six awards totaling $150 
in prizes. 

In the educational area of Scholarship, TK2 sponsored two (2) 
deserving high school students an all expense paid tour to several 
Historical Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU’s) from April 
17 – 23, 2011. In addition, the Chapter’s goal is award at least 
$10,000 in college tuition scholarships for underserved high 
school students and high achieving undergraduate Brothers of 
Omega this year.

On June 8, 2011, the Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter of 
Southfield, Michigan was selected by The Children’s Center to be 

the recipient of the “Lisa V. Ford – Community Service Organization Award” for their 
outstanding service and dedication to assist needy children and their families.
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Submitted by Brother Harold Tyler

Detroit, MI –Nu Omega Chapter, Brother Branden Robinson gave his father, Brother Bobby R. Robinson the gift of 
life.  Brother Bobby Robinson was on renal dialysis for 2 ! hours, three days a week.  He was in stage 4 renal failure.  
Brother Branden volunteered to be tested, hoping he would 
be a match to donate a kidney to his father.  Brother 
Branden was indeed a match as well as his mother.  He 
without any hesitation said he wanted to be the donor.  
Brother Branden brother and sister were also eager to step 
forward if needed.

Brother Bobby Robinson says he feels blessed to have such 
a family that cares as well as Brothers in Nu Omega 
Chapter who made regular visits to the hospital.  The cards 
were numerous from Nu Omega Chapter and members of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Alpha Rho Omega 
Chapter, where Mrs. Bunice Robinson is a member.  
Brother Bobby Robinson said, “I continue to thank 
Branden every day for the love he shows and the gift he 
gave.”  Brother Branden Robinson is active with Nu 
Omega Chapter, serving on some of the same committees 
his father did prior to becoming ill.  Brother Bobby 
Robinson was initiated into the Fraternity in 1976, at Nu 
Omega Chapter, Detroit, MI.  His son, Brother Branden 
Robinson was initiated inro the Fraternity in 2009, at Nu Omega Chapter, Detroit, MI.  

There is a bond in the Robinson family and a special bond between Branden and his dad.  They are not just father and 
son, they are brothers in Omega who share two organs.

Son Gives Father Gift of Life

Southfield Ques on the Move
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Submitted by Brother Keith D. Bullock

Southfield, MI - If you like the passage, “I’d rather see a sermon, than to hear one any day” from the poem “Live your Creed”, 
then take a look at the photos of Brother Dr. Colonel Clarence B. Vaughn, MD., Ph.D. If you haven’t had the distinct pleasure of 
meeting Dr. Vaughn, he is best described by his graduate chapter Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa as soft spoken, mild-mannered, 
highly active and exceptionally full of wisdom to say the least.

Clarence Vaughn was born in 1928 in Philadelphia and early childhood was in a small town called Clairton, Pennsylvania just 
outside of Pittsburgh. He has 7 siblings (3 brothers & 4 sisters) of which 4 are still alive.  Although his family was on welfare, 
young Clarence knew at an early age that he wanted to practice medicine and become a doctor, so he waited tables between class 
time to help pay for school. He attended Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina where he began on his leadership 
crusade. According to Brother Vaughn, after his first invitational “Smoker (informational)” of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, he was 
sold. He became a member of the third line made at Epsilon Epsilon Chapter, with nine other young men who pledged an entire 
year before being initiated in 1949. Shortly following he became the Basileus of the chapter, President of his class and a role 
model student. During his senior year of college, he ran for 2nd Vice Grand Basileus at the Conclave held in Chicago, Illinois 
where our founders were in attendance.

Upon graduation, Clarence went on to Howard University to receive a Master of Science  degree in Chemistry, 1951-1955, a 
Doctorate in Medicine in 1957. In 1965 he was awarded Doctorate of Philosophy degree in Physiological Chemistry at Wayne 
State University. If that was not enough, he also was commissioned a first lieutenant in the medical corps of the U. S. Air Force 
Reserves in December 1957. In June 1959, he entered active duty as Captain and was stationed at USAF Hospital, Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio. In 1967, he was appointed medical Service Liaison Officer for Wayne State University. After serving as 
colonel for a number of years, Dr. Clarence Vaughn was nominated for one of the military’s highest honors, that of Brigadier 
General. Although he did not receive the promotion because of age, he has flown over 844 hours in air crew status and was rated 
as a Chief Flight Surgeon. He is credited with the second longest 
non-stop helicopter flight for a flight surgeon when he flew in a 
HH53 from Detroit to Bermuda. Brother Clarence was not only 
professional, but a devoted husband for 53 years to the late Mrs. 
Sarah Vaughn and father of four children. Of the four children two 
followed him into the medical profession and the two are engineers, 
mechanical and chemical.

Dr. Clarence Vaughn was one of three who were pioneers of the 
first cancer research and treatment units in the city of Detroit. He 
also established cancer research and treatment units in Providence 
and Mercy Hospitals in Detroit. He is a world-renowned cancer 
specialist (oncologist), who helped to introduce new medicines and 
state-of-the art technology to the field of Oncology. He stated that 
in 1965, there was only a 20% survival rate, now has increased 
80% especially for breast cancer. After many years in the military 
and medical field and 15 years as Medical Director of Oncology for 
Providence Hospital in Southfield, he started in 1989 the Southfield 
Oncology Institute (SOI), a non-profit outpatient treatment and 
research center which offers innovative cancer therapy. The SOI 
also assists financially challenged patients with medication and 
treatment costs.

At 82 years of age with multiple awards/commendations, medals, 
medical journal/publications and a financial life member status, 
Brother Vaughn still puts in a 12 – 14 hour work day at the office. If 
you would rather “See a sermon, than to hear one any day,” then just take a moment to google his name and see what you get. 
That is reason why Dr. Colonel Clarence Benjamin Vaughn, MD., Ph.D., F.A.I.C., F.C.P. is Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter’s 
“Centennial Omega Trailblazer”.
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Submitted by Brother Robert Browne 
(By Andy Seeley)

Minneapolis, MN - Students at the 
University of Minnesota arrived back 
on campus earlier this week after 
Spring Break. Many of those students 
came back with suntans and stories of 
sandy beaches, hot temperatures and 
hotter parties.

Golden Gopher football star players, 
and Xi Chapter members, Bro. Brandon 
Kirksey and Bro. D.L. Wilhite also 
took a trip for Spring Break. They also 
came back with great stories. In fact, 
both said that this Spring Break was 
their best ever. So, where did they go? 
Cozumel? South Padre? Miami? Palm 
Springs? Nope.

These two young men signed up for a 
Pay It Forward Tour through a local 
organization called Students Today 
Leaders Forever. Pay It Forward Tours 
are nine days-long, with service 
projects in six cities.  Buses leave from 
one campus and travel to 5 different 
cities-a different city and service 
project each day.

Bro. Kirksey and Bro. Wilhite actually 
paid to travel around the country on a 
bus, sleep in community centers and 
church basements and perform 
community service projects. And they 
loved it.

"A lot of people we ran into couldn't 
fancy how we were spending our spring 

break helping them, helping 
re-build their communities 
when we could have been 
somewhere on a beach, laying 
around and doing the things 
that you do over Spring 
Break," Kirksey said. "We 
made a small, but large impact 
at every community site. 
Everybody was very thankful 
and they needed the help."

"A lot of students are paying a 
whole bunch of money to go 
and just do nothing," Wilhite 
said of other Spring Break 

destinations. 

"But this gave us the opportunity to see 
a whole bunch of different places and 
make an impact at the same time. So 
we came to the conclusion that would 
be a better use of our Spring Break 
time."

Wilhite and Kirksey, along with fellow 
Xi Chapter Brothers Jokondo, Lawson, 
and Ingram boarded a bus in 
Minneapolis and started heading east 
with no idea where they were going or 
what they would be doing.

The bus made its way to Rockford, Ill. 
where the group made tie blankets for 
terminally ill children. The next stop 
was a rehabilitation center for people 
with physical and mental disabilities in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Then, it was on to 
Erie, Pa. where they cleaned up a 
YMCA. Following the stop in Erie, the 
bus ended up in Niagara Falls before 
heading on to Syracuse, N.Y., where 
they volunteered at Habitat for 
Humanity. The group cleaned up an 
area of forest in New Jersey, before 
arriving in Washington, D.C., their 
destination city.

Washington served as a rendezvous for 
seven busloads of Students Today 
Leaders Forever groups. There, all 
seven groups took part in a clean-up 
project on one of the dirtiest rivers in 
the nation, working at the Beavercreek 
Dam watershed on the Anacostia River. 
Among the numerous items the group 

pulled from the waterway, Kirksey said 
his group totaled 43 car tires and nearly 
150 bags of trash.

"As I was down there, I was like 'Dang, 
this is crazy,'" Bro. Kirksey said. "How 
could somebody throw this down 
here?"
In addition to the opportunity to make a 
positive impact on the communities 
they visited, Bro. Wilhite and Bro. 
Kirksey had an opportunity to meet and 
form relationships with other students. 
If it weren't for the Pay It Forward 
Tour, the U of MN Gopher football duo 
may never have met any of the other 
students they spent their breaks with. 
But it was a great by-product of the 
trip, they said.

"It helped me grow as a person," Bro. 
Kirksey said. "We went on a tour with 
41 other people that we didn't even 
know. You're on a bus with people you 
don't know, people from all different 
races, all different backgrounds. You're 
staying overnight at community centers 
and churches. It takes an open-minded 
person to go into an experience like 
that."

Bro. Wilhite said he would "highly 
recommend" this type of Spring Break 
to other college students. But Kirksey 
took it a step further. He thinks it 
should be a requirement.

"I wouldn't even make it a choice," 
Kirksey said. "Honestly, this is coming 
from the pits of my heart, this is the 
best Spring Break I've ever, ever had. I 
would encourage everybody to go do 
it."
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Submitted by Brother Alex Tittle 

Minneapolis, MN - Epsilon Rho Chapter - Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. has set a very ambitious schedule relative to its 
Health Initiative Committee.

The Chapter held its first 
Prostate Cancer 
Symposium on Saturday, 
April 23rd at the Northside 
YMCA.  Henry Crosby, 
Executive Director of the 
YMCA, was a most 
gracious host and allowed 
the Chapter to invite 
numerous health care 
professionals that treat 
prostate cancer patients.  
The symposium included 
educational films, 
pamphlets and other 
materials, and free 
screening passes for the 
attendees.  Approximately 40 men attended the symposium.  
The group included approximately 20 men from Turning Point, 
a treatment program designed to help men overcome drug and 
other related problems, as well as many others from the 
community.  The Chapter was well represented with 

approximately 17 Brothers participating.  Many community 
members expressed extreme gratitude that the Fraternity would 
take the lead in such an important event affecting African 
American men.  Prostate Cancer is the number 1 killer of 
African American men.

The Health Initiative Committee also 
participated in the AKA Health Awareness 
Day held at the Minnesota Capitol on April 
25th.  The program included an interesting 
panel discussion relative to disparities in 
health care coverage, medical error and 
omission incidents in hospitals, and the 
current healthcare budget debate. The AKA’s 
have expressed an interest in teaming with the 
Chapter regarding future important medical 
programs and events.

The Chapter is co-sponsoring an Inaugural 
Gala For Children with Autism scheduled 
June 16th at the Woman’s Club of 
Minneapolis.  Other co-sponsors include Cub 
Foods, The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis and 

Life Force Therapies.  Proceeds from the Gala will used to 
allow qualifying families who have children with autism to 
access a network comprised of 12 holistic providers with only 
having to incur 25% of the cost.

14Pa
ge

Omega Moves On Health Initiatives

Epsilon Rho Participates in Tornado Relief 



www.omega10thdistrict.org www.omega10thdistrict.org

Submitted by Brother Relious Steperhson, III

Milwaukee, WI - The Kappa Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity hosted its Annual Talent Hunt on March 25, 2011 at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center in Milwaukee, WI.

Under the leadership of the committee chair, Brother Basilieus Relious Steperhson, III, the Talent Hunt Committee focused 
around bringing a high level  of quality to this nationally mandated program.  In our communities there is a wealth of talent in 
the fine arts, yet our young men and women have limited outlets to showcase this talent.   For this reason, since 1945 the 
Omega Psi Phi Talent Hunt has been and will continue to be a venue where our talented youth can hone their respective craft.  
The Kappa Phi Chapter is committed to helping our young people dare to dream through continuing to host a first-rate Talent 
Hunt Program in the City of Milwaukee.

The program was officiated by Master of Ceremony, Mr. Nejehwon Boston.  Attendees were entertained by resounding solo 
performances in the areas of voice, dance, and instrumental music.  First place went to Mr. Emmanuel Adams – Piano ($300 
Prize) – who represented Kappa Phi Chapter at the 10th District Talent Hunt in Madison, WI.

The wonderful solo performances of the night were accented by two lively group exhibitions from the Browning School 
Drum Corps and the Hamilton High 
School Dance Troupe.  These two 
performances gave venue to some 
of the very talented young group 
acts within the community.

The Committee wishes to thank 
all participants, judges, sponsors, 
and attendees.  We look forward 
to seeing you at Kappa Phi Talent 
Hunt 2012!

Submitted by Brother Marcel Clarke

Milwaukee, WI - On Saturday, April 23, 2011 the Brothers of 
Kappa Phi Chapter hosted our second annual flapjack fundraiser 
at Applebee’s Restaurant in Brown Deer, WI.  The Brothers of 
Kappa Phi put on a show and the event was truly enjoyable for 
all who attended.  The Brothers served pancakes and bacon to 
over 125 guests.  The committee would like to thank all of those 
who volunteered their time and efforts for this cause.  Those 
volunteers included Orlando Rice, Fred Green, Relious 
Stepherson, Anthony Canada, Johnny Tangle, Ramel Smith, 
Randy Hopkins, Rob Day, Donald Stone Jr., Ollie Todd, Kenneth 
Jolly, Togo Coles, Chad Davis, James Wright, Shanteria Martin, 
Earl Wheatfall, Mike Mayo, Andre Powell, Phillip Jones, 
Timothy Moore, Arras Martin and Marcel Clarke.   With the 
proceeds the Chapter was able to distribute scholarships to 
deserving students.  Our next Flapjack breakfast will take place 
on September 24, 2011.
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Submitted by Brother Marcel Clarke

Milwaukee, WI - On Tuesday, April 5, 2011 the Brothers of Kappa Phi Chapter participated in our 
partnership with the city of Milwaukee Adopt a Poll Program.  The Voter Registration, Education 
and Mobilization committee manned and operated a 3-ward polling site.  During the event the 
Brothers had nearly one thousand citizens vote at our poll location.  The Brothers truly enjoyed 
talking with the citizens in addition to the fellowship.
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