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On The Cover
The Brothers of The Tenth District celebrate the life and legacy of 

31st Grand Basileus, Burnel E. Coulon. 

Bro. Marcel A. Clarke
10th District Director of Public Relations

It has been an absolute honor to serve as your Tenth District Director of Public Relations. The current state of my 
position is alive and well. I have to give credit to Brother Sean Long for making this transition seamless. Brother 
Long made himself available through phone call, text, email and even travel to Wisconsin and for that, I am for-
ever grateful. The Que-mmunicator continues to allow the entire district the opportunity to see the great works 
throughout the district. During my tenure, I made an assertive effort to not only continue the great tradition of the 
Que-mmunicator, but to also advance the position of Director of Public Relations as a whole. We currently added 
three members to the committee. These members have been instrumental in the success of the Que-mmunicator. 
The members include Brother Brandon White, Brother Theodore Sanders and Brother Marquis Sagnia. 

We have also added two sections to the Que-mmunicator. We included a health section which will be displayed in 
each Que-mmunicator moving forward as well as a religious section which displays an inspirational message. The 
addition of these two sections allow us to grow both spiritually and physically. 

In the future, we plan to institute Public Relations Directors for each State in the Tenth District. By making this 
change, we not only streamline the process but we also are creating a succession plan for the future. The goal is 
to appoint a Public Relations Director in each of the five states responsible for retrieving various articles from local 
chapters and submitting those articles to the District Director of Public Relations. By doing this, we create more 
involvement on the chapter level which ultimately highlights the great works being performed throughout the 
entire district. 

As you know, Social Media is the wave of the future. Just about everyone owns a smartphone or some form of 
communication device. Unfortunately, the Tenth District is behind on the advancement of these forms of commu-
nication, as such, we have created a social media team. This team will be responsible for monitoring and uploading 
social media content from the district. This activity serves as a beacon for all to see the great works transpiring 
throughout our Talented District. It is my hope to orchestrate a team of individuals to take on this task. 

As we strive to grow the Que-mmunicator, please remember that this cannot happen without you. We need your 
chapter articles, activities, good works, service efforts and pictures in order to produce a quality booklet. We need 
both Undergraduate and Graduate chapters to participate. Please be mindful that this is our body of work and one 
of the ways, we capture and preserve our history. 

As we prepare to celebrate our 82nd Tenth District Meeting, it is my hope that each of you gain knowledge, under-
standing and further love of Omega Psi Phi, Fraternity, Inc. Upon completion of this District Meeting and return to 
our homes, may we be better equipped to make an impact in our communities and to focus on the true spirit of 
Omega. 

Service Over Self,  

Marcel A. Clarke

A Message from the DPR
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Golden Bridge Builders

District representatives 1933-present 
Name	 Chapter	 Year(s)	

Bro.	Francis	M.	Dent	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1933-1934	
Bro.	George	A.	Isabell	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1934-1936	
Bro.	Charles	E.	Harry	III	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 1936-1939	
Bro.	Corneff	R.	Taylor	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1939-1942	
Bro.	Cary	D.	Jacobs	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 1942-1945	
Bro.	Chester	Smith	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1945-1948	

Bro.	G	Stevens	Marchman	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1948-1951	
Bro.	A.M.	Butler	 Epsilon	Rho/St.	Paul,	MN	 1951-1954	

Bro.	Thomas	E.	Watson	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1954-1956	
Bro.	Abraham	Ulmer	Jr.	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1956-1958	
Bro.	Charles	E.	Johnson	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1958-1962	

Bro.	Leo	M.	Zinn	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1962-1965	
Bro.	James	S.	Mullin	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 1965-1968	

Bro.	Wilfred	Anderson	 Sigma	Upsilon/Lansing,	MI	 1968-1970	
Bro.	Danny	Thomas	
(Undergraduate)	

Omicron	Theta/Carbondale,	IL	 1970-1971	

Bro.	Frederick	Birth	 Nu	Chi/East	St.	Louis,	IL	 1971-1972	
Bro.	Burnel	E.	Coulon	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 1972-1976	
Bro.	Owsley	G.	Spiller	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1976-1979	

Bro.	Abraham	L.	Reynolds	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1979-1982	
Bro.	John	S.	Epps	 Tau	Upsilon/Carbondale,	IL	 1982-1985	

Bro.	Leonard	D.	Law	Jr.	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 1985-1987	
Bro.	Johnnie	D.	Washington	 Omega	Nu/Springfield,	IL	 1987-1989	

Bro.	Lawrence	E.	Moon	 Omicron	Rho/Flint,	MI	 1989-1990	
Bro.	Vernon	G.	Smith	 Alpha	Chi/Gary,	IN	 1990-1993	
Bro.	Ronald	J.	Hughes	 Sigma	Omega/Chicago,	IL	 1993-1996	

Bro.	Larry	B.	Boyd	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 1996-1999	
Bro.	Charles	Bruce	 Nu	Chi/East	St.	Louis,	IL	 1999-2001	
Bro.	Dwight	Pointer	 Alpha	Kappa	Kappa/Gary,	IN	 2001-2004	

Bro.	Kurmmell	W.	Knox,	Esq.	 Tau	Kappa	Kappa/Southfield,	MI	 2004-2006	
Bro.	Glenn	Mathews	 Kappa	Phi/Milwaukee,	WI	 2006-2008	

Bro.	Climent	Edmond	Jr.	 Mu	Xi/Glen	Ellyn,	IL	 2008-2010	
Bro.	Johnny	Lynch	 Zeta	Phi/Indianapolis,	IN	 2010-2012	

Bro.	Walt	Buckhanan	 Kappa	Phi/Milwaukee,	WI	 2012-2012	
Bro.	Arnold	Simmons	 Nu	Omega/Detroit,	MI	 2012-2013	

Bro.	Hon.	Steven	Watkins	 Rho	Gamma	Gamma/Chicago,	IL	 2013-2016	
Bro.	Darryl	Jones	 Tau	Kappa	Kappa	 2016-Present	
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                            The “Talent”          is in the             Tenth District!!! 
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Men of the Talented Tenth District:

It is my honor, to inform you that once again, the incomparable men of the Talented Tenth District were recognized for our sincere commit-
ment to Scholarship. On both the District and International levels the accomplishments of the men of the Talented Tenth District were both 
recognized and awarded. 

At the District level, the following individual scholarships were awarded:
District Scholar of the Year Award (Undergraduate): Bro. Jaren Kirkland
District Scholar of the Year Award (Graduate):  Bro. Robert Harris
Founders’ Memorial Scholarships (Graduate):   Bro. Stanley Osuagwu
Dr. Herman S. Dreer Scholarship/Leadership Award:  Bro. Jacob Reed
George E. Meares Memorial Scholarship:   Bro. Sedric Morris
William H. Hastie Creative and Research Fellowship: Bro. Darius Smith
Dr. Moses C. Norman, Sr. Education Scholarship:  Bro. Anthony Sullers

Also at the District level, the following Undergraduate Chapters were recognized and received awards for the highest grade point averages 
in their respective states: 

Illinois: Omicron Theta
Indiana: Zeta Epsilon
Michigan: Phi
Minnesota: Xi 
Wisconsin: Sigma Zeta

On the International level, our Scholars were awarded the following scholarships:
International District Scholars of the Year: Bro. Jaren A. Kirkland 
Founder’s Memorial Award:    Bro. C. Samuel Osuagwu 
Herman Dreer Award:    Bro. Jacob Reed
Moses C. Norman, Sr., Education:   Robert A. Harris 

Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation extend heartily to our Past Scholarship Committee Chair and current Director of Public Relations, Bro. 
Marcel Clarke for his guidance and support, to our District KRS, Bro. Sean Long and District Keepers of Finance, Bro. Alex Beamon and Bro. 
Melvin Thomas for the efficient, effective way they handled Omega’s business. And please know that when there were significant obstacles 
thrown in our way as we attempted to recognize as many District Scholars as possible and to get our International Scholars to the Conclave 
to receive their awards, our District Representative, Brother Darryl Jones made a way, and for that we are truly thankful. 

But most importantly, let me thank one of the best Committees I have ever had the pleasure of working with for their hard work, candor 
and commitment: Bro. Ezel Mars (Indiana), Bro. Roland Thorpe (Indiana), Bro. Derek Van (Illinois), Bro. Will Murphy (Michigan), Bro. Alex Tittle 
(Minnesota), Bro. Relious Stepherson, and Bro. Lance Dorsey, Jr. (Undergraduate-Wisconsin). 

Brethren, it is our sincere hope that every eligible Brother of the Tenth District will apply for scholarships this next round. Please note that 
the application is made available immediately following the Undergraduate Summit in January. In addition, our Committee Members, 2nd 
Vice DR and State Reps will be reaching out to Chapters to inform you of the application process and deadlines. 

In Friendship,

Bro. Richard L. Jones
Tenth District Scholarship Committee Chair 

THE 10TH DISTRICT WINS 5 INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT WEEK AWARDS AT THE 81st 
GRAND CONCLAVE IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Greetings to the Brothers of the Talented 10th District!!!!! Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., held the 
81ST Grand Conclave in New Orleans, Louisiana from July 19th through July 25th. On Monday, 
July 23, 2018 during the Achievement Week Banquet, the 10th District received the following 
International awards:

Brother Darryl Jones – International Graduate Omega Man of The Year – Tau Kappa Kappa 
Chapter, Southfield, Michigan.

Brother Raymond Smith-Byrd – International Undergraduate Omega Man of The Year – Phi 
Chapter, University of Michigan

Brother Sean Long – International Superior Service Award – Chi Lambda Lambda Chapter – 
Matteson, Illinois

Brother Justin Jackson - International Undergraduate Advisor Award – Nu Chi Chapter, East St. 
Louis, Illinois

International Graduate Chapter of The Year – Nu Chi Chapter – East St. Louis, Illinois

Congratulations to all the International winners, the International Achievement Week Chair-
man, Brother Charles A. Bruce for his excellence, and the 10th District Achievement Week Com-
mittee who continue to do an outstanding job every cycle. 

Fraternally,

Brother DeJuan Lockhart
Chairman – 10th District Achievement Week Committee 

SCHOLARSHIP acHieveMent 
WeeK
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Nu Chi Chapter Recognized as “2017 International Large 
Graduate Chapter of the Year” of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

During the 81st Grand Conclave of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., held in New Orleans La, the Nu Chi Chapter 
of East St. Louis, IL earned special recognition as the Fraternity’s “2017 International Large Graduate Chapter of the 
Year”.  This award is given to the graduate Chapter whose members made significant contributions to their commu-
nity, regional district, and the fraternity’s international programs.  Nu Chi Chapter members committed themselves 
to making significant contributions within East St. Louis and surrounding Metro East communities. Their efforts in-
cluded an Annual Student Book Bag Give Away, Halloween Candy Give Away, and they provided Christmas Dinners 
to families in need.  Other hosted programs included: Adopt-A-Hwy Clean Up, Charles Drew Blood Drive, an area 
Talent Hunt, an Essay Writing contest and a Collegiate Scholarship Presentation to name a few. 

Nu Chi Chapter was established on April 10, 1955 after the exceptional vision of nine collegians who share like-mind-
ed ideas in the true Omega spirit. The high aspirations of these brothers, would become the creators of Nu Chi 
Chapter, to make a difference in their community through their own chapter in East St. Louis, Illinois.  The charter 
members embracing the vision are: Bros. La Verne Crawford (catalyst behind Nu Chi becoming a chapter), Frederick 
Birth, Laverne Crawford, Levi Hollis Dozier, Bro. Erwin Dunn, Bro. James Grady, Bro. Corliss Glenn, Bro. Otis D. Morgan, 
Bro. James Tharp and Bro. Raymond Paradise, our last living founder. 

The chapter is led by its executive team of Bro. Benjamin D. Trotter, Basileus (President), Bro. George McClellan, Vice 
Basileus (Vice President), Bro. Quinton Bellamy, Keeper of Records and Seals (Secretary), Bro. Rico Tibbs, Asst. Keeper 
of Records and Seals (Asst. Secretary), Bro. Darren Johnson, Keeper of Finance (Treasurer), Bro Rich Weathers, Asst. 
Keeper of Finance (Asst. Treasurer), and Bro. Thomas Hood (Chaplain).
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A Man of  Service
Major General (BVT) David D. Hamlar, Jr., 

For Brigadier General Bro. Dr. David D Hamlar, Jr. service is truly his chosen way of life. In August of 2014, Bro. Hamlar 
was promoted to Assistant Adjutant General of the Air, Minnesota National Guard. Bro. Hamlar is the first person of 
color ever to be promoted to serve in such a role in Minnesota history. As Assistant Adjutant General, Bro. Hamlar 
assisted in the leadership and oversight of the Minnesota Air National Guard. He joined the 133rd Airlift Wing as 
a traditional guardsman and general practice physician in 1995. His military career has seen him hold several po-
sitions within the 133 Air Wing and Medical Group eventually gaining Command in 2001 and in 2013 becoming 
the State Air Surgeon. General Hamlar has served in support of Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and de-
ployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and numerous military humanitarian 
efforts around the world. 

General Hamlar graduated from Tufts University, Boston, MA, with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. He then at-
tended Howard University College of Dentistry as a National Health Service Corps scholarship recipient, gaining a 
commission at the equivalent Naval rank of Lieutenant.  While practicing dentistry in Columbus, he entered medical 
school at the Ohio State University in 1985. After completing his studies in three years, he spent his fourth year as 
a basic research scientist. This led to one year of post-graduate training in general surgery and four years in otolar-
yngology. Finally, a fellowship in Facial Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery led him to Minnesota in 1994, where he 
attended the University of Minnesota.
Dr. Hamlar was honored as a 2016 Veterans’ Voices Award winner. “The Veterans’ Voices Award celebrates the posi-
tive and essential role of the veteran in the future of our state,” said David O’Fallon, President of the Minnesota Hu-
manities Center. “Dr. David Hamlar is a great example of a Minnesota veteran giving back to his community.”

 Bro. Hamlar retired from his military career in June of 2017. On January 7th of 2018, Governor Mark Dayton honored 
Bro. Hamlar with a Brevet Ceremony. During the Brevet ceremony, at the state capital, in a room packed with friends, 
family and colleagues, he was honorarily pinned as Major General David D. Hamlar.  

As Bro. Hamlar settles into retirement from military service, he continues to participate in Humanitarian Missions 
around the world, and has sideline position as a team physician for the Minnesota Wild, and medical consultant for 
the Vikings and Timberwolves.

Brother David D. Hamlar Jr. (Life Member # 8655), was initiated in to Omega Psi Phi at Gamma Chapter in 1975. He 
maintains his connection to the chapter by continuing to participate in chapter events each year. He is currently an 
active member with the Epsilon Rho Chapter, Minneapolis, MN. Bro. Hamlar serves as the Health Initiatives chair, 
providing guidance in the coordination of the chapters Charles R. Drew Blood Drive and Prostate Cancer initiatives.

Bro. Hamlar is committed to service at his core, “I take care of trauma patients. I do reconstruction for those who 
have cancer. I treat kids born with deformities. That is rewarding. But to be able to serve our nation. And to be able 
to take care of our nations wounded is by far the biggest thrill I have ever had.”
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Their work builds upon two other BSD initiatives to honor Just’s legacy. The annual E.E. Just lecture, sponsored by the BSD grad-
uate Diversity Committee (BDC) and the Office of Graduate Affairs, brings distinguished scientists from underrepresented groups 
to campus. This past year, through the efforts of the BDC, especially previous co-chair Carolyn Johnson, PhD, of the Committee on 
Evolutionary Biology; Victoria Prince, PhD, dean and director of the Office of Graduate Affairs; and Joy Bergelson, PhD, chair of the 
Department of Ecology and Evolution, a second-floor lecture room in the Erman Biology Center was renovated and dedicated to Just 
on April 18. Kenneth R. Manning, author of the definitive biography, Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest Everett Just (Oxford 

Ernest Everett Just (1883-1941) was a pioneer during his day, one of a handful of African American biological scientists, and one of the first 
African Americans to earn a PhD from the  University of Chicago. Just pursued a PhD in zoology at the University of Chicago in absentia 
from 1911-1916. He worked most summers with UChicago professor and later Dean of the Biological Sciences Frank Lillie and others at the 
Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, MA, and maintained his position at Howard University for the rest of the year. Just discovered 
an important aspect of cell cleavage while researching his dissertation and published his most important work, The Biology of the Cell Sur-
face, in 1939. As the Head of  Physiology at Howard University Medical School, he was the first awardee of the NAACP’s highest honor, the 
Spingarn Medal in 1915, in recognition of his research in biology. 

Each year, UChicago Biosciences invites a distinguished member of a group underrepresented in science to deliver a lecture to honor the 
legacy of Dr. Just. In 2018, UChicago Biosciences supported an ambitious effort to honor Just’s legacy as a scientist. On Thursday, April 18, 
Dr. Kenneth Manning. the Thomas Meloy Professor of Rhetoric and the History of Science at MIT and author of the definitive biogrpahy of 
Just, Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest Everett Just, discussed the experience of Just and that of other African American scientists 
in a standing-room only lecture. Afterward, Manning met with faculty, students and members of Just’s two fraternities, Omega Psi Phi and 
Sigma Pi Phi, at a reception at the Smart Musuem to celebrate the dedication of a Just room on campus and the commencement of portrait 
of Just by local artisit, Stephen Flemister. Flemister, who was an Artist in Residence in 2016-2017 at the University’s Center for the Study of 
Race, Politics and Culture, was commissioned by the Just Working Group in collaboration with the Multicultural Graduate Community. He 
works in sculpture, print media, and new media.

Ernest Everett Just, PhD, spent only three academic quarters on the University of Chicago campus. A professor at Howard University and a 
research assistant at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts, he was pursuing his PhD in zoology in absentia and 
needed to fulfill the residency requirement.

Despite his brief physical presence on campus, the research he conducted for his dissertation on the fertilization of marine worms – includ-
ing a key discovery about cell cleavage – made a lasting contribution to the body of knowledge in embryology.

More than 100 years later, a group of Biological Sciences Division (BSD) graduate students formed the E.E. Just Working Group to promote 
his achievements and legacy, including the challenges Just faced as an African American scientist in the early 20th century.

REPRINT FROM Blackandgold.com (Stacy Clardie)

Just tribute: Honoring the legacy of 
pioneering biologist 
Dr. Ernest Everett Just, PhD 1916
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My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever 
saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all 
my success in life to the moral, intellectual and 
physical education I received from her.”- George 
Washington. 

Mothers’ day is a day exclusively dedicated to all 
the mothers across the world. Needless to say, 
she is the most precious gift bestowed on us by 
god. ‘God could not be everywhere, so he made 
mothers’ - this is a popular adage that succinct-
ly conveys the importance of mothers. When a 
child is born, the first word that s/he learns to 
speak is ‘mother’. A mother means everything 
to a child. In fact she means the world to the 
child. When the child doesn’t see her around, s/
he tends to get upset. Thus, a mother occupies a 
very special place in the life of any human being. 

On Saturday, May 12, 2018, the Brothers of Chui 
Lambda Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi Phi hon-
ored the mothers of the world and in particular, 
the mothers in the Chicagoland area. We held 
our 7th Annual Mothers Day Gospel Brunch 
& Women of Excellence Awards Presentation. 
During the event four women were honored. 
Those honorees include Toni Preckwinkle, 
President of the Cook County Board; Marilyn 
Griffin, MD; Gisele M. Casanova, Ph.D; and 
Traci Brown, Ph.D. All four of these outstand-
ing women were honored for their numerous 
contributions in the community and their stellar 
leadership as women. In addition, Brothers 
Byron Williams and Brother Sean T. Long were 
honored by Chi Lambda Lambda Chapter with 
the Uplift Award for Service. This award is be-
stowed upon a brother in recognition of his con-
stant plight of exemplifying Uplift throughout 
his professional, social and community service 
activities. We salute each of the awardees for an 
outstanding job! 

CHI LAMBDA LAMDBA HONORS MOTHERS 

On May 19, 2018 in Springfield, Illinois, the An-
nual Inter Urban Youth Fishing Event hosted 
by the Omega Nu Chapter of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Incorporated was blessed by 
perfect weather. This event is held every year 
on the 3rd weekend of May at the headquar-
ters pond of the Illinois Department of Natu-
ral Resources (IDNR). The program engages 
children ages 5 to 15 with their parents in out-
door activities designed to provide positive 
learning experiences for future anglers.  Spe-
cial efforts are made to engage girls, young 
ladies and their mothers.  The program brings 
together kids, parents, members of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Inc. with other members of the 
community and IDNR staff who provide fish-
ing and safety instructions for the participants. 
Utilizing the IDNR Location allowed Omega Nu 
to secure substantive support from the IDNR 
Fisheries Department, the Illinois Conserva-
tion Foundation and Primo Designs.  
Approximately 50 children attended with their 
parents.  The participants were provided free 
“Fishing with the Ques” tee shirts and wrist-
bands, fishing poles, snacks, lunch, and IDNR’s 

very well stocked pond to fish in.  Omega Nu 
is grateful for the generous donations and ap-
preciates all the time invested by the individ-
uals who participated and helped make this 
event a huge success. 
In addition to Youth Fishing other ongoing 
Omega Nu efforts in the Springfield Area in-
clude Friend N Deed, a large-scale Christmas 
Food distribution program, Feeding the Home-
less, an ongoing shelter meal service program 
at local shelters, Youth Mentoring, with Spring-
field School District 186 and the Boys and Girls 
Club of Central Illinois, and its Pan-Hellenic ac-
tivities.  The Fraternal activities of Men of Ome-
ga Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated on behalf of 
Peoples of Color are well known throughout 
the Greater Springfield community through 
its execution of Mandated International Pro-
grams such as Achievement Week, its many 
Social Action Programs, Talent Hunt, Health 
Initiatives, Voters Registration, NAACP, its Me-
morial Service, and aggressive promotion of 
academic excellence through its Scholarship 
Programs and College Endowments. 

 GONE  FISHING
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 FAITHFUL 
SERVANT

Brother Alex tittle 

Brother Alex Tittle becomes the new director of disparity reduction. Alex 
has worked in several roles related to equity and diversity, including most 
recently as vice president of business connect and corporate affairs for the 
Minnesota Super Bowl Host Committee. He also served as equity director 
for the Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority and director of civil rights at 
the Minnesota Department of Transportation. He served in the U.S. Army, 
finishing his career as a company commander. Alex will be responsible 
for developing and implementing strategies to reduce disparities in each 
of the seven domains; develop relationships with key stakeholders; and 
represent Hennepin County in metro area and regional disparities work 
efforts. 

The new position will focus and coordinate our efforts to have a more pro-
found, lasting impact and set the vision moving forward. Alex will spend 
much of his early days here learning about all of the work that has already 
occurred and get to know our staff. Follow us Just as one gear in a system 
causes another to begin turning, a disparity in one domain often does not 
exist alone. It affects other domains, and a cascading effect occurs. For 
example, poor access to education can lead to underemployment, lower 
income, substandard housing and/or poor access to health care. Alex will 
be supported through a team of disparity domain leads, as well as liai-
sons from each of the five business lines. We will soon announce the staff 
representing these areas. In addition, we will need to be more intentional 
about including all voices. 

This work cannot be government leaders sitting in a room and making de-
cisions without hearing the perspectives of those affected. We acknowl-
edge that diverse perspectives on these important issues help us bring 
forth better solutions to address disparities. We need your help and help 
from our community. Your contributions have already and will continue to 
have significant influence to improve the quality of life for our residents. 

For over three years, Alex Tittle serves as the chief consultant for the Eq-
uity Program of the US Bank Stadium design-build project. This program’s 

purpose is to ensure that the equity plan 
is facilitated appropriately. The program 
outlines compliance measures regarding 
workforce and small & disadvantaged busi-
nesses on the US Bank Stadium. The project 
accomplished more than $300 Million to 
Minority, Women and Veteran Owned Small 
Business while achieving 36% minority and 
9% women labor throughout the $1.1 Bil-
lion stadium project.
 
Prior to this role, he served as Director for 
the Office of Civil Rights, of the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation. Alex direct-
ly supervised the section leaders who are 
representative of the Small Business Con-
tracting Section (DBE, TGB and Veterans 
Preference Program), Contract Compliance 
Section (EEO, Title II & VI) and the Business 
Development Section (Training, Outreach, 
Contracts and Federal Reports). All Civil 
Rights leadership is committed as servant 
leaders to uphold public needs and collabo-
ration with internal and external partners to 
create a transparent, efficient and sustain-
able transportation system for the future.
 
Upon arrival to Minnesota, Alex served over 
four years at Summit Academy OIC as their 
director for all education operations, creat-
ing and directing construction and health-
care programs. Prior to his time at Summit 
Academy, he served 10 years in the United 
States Army as an Intelligence Analyst and 
Transportation Officer, where he honorably 
discharged in 2007 as an Aviation Company 
Commander.

Scouting is a nationally-recognized program that is designed to meet the needs of the youth and families.  The program offers fun and challenging activities that 

promote character development and physical fitness.  Family involvement is an essential part of the program.  Interestingly enough, many American leaders 

attribute the boy scouts’ experience as having contributed to their leadership development. 

Unfortunately, the presence of African American youth in this program is dismally lacking.  Omega Scout Troop 238 and Pack 3206 were started in 2012 in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan as a brain child of Bro. Kenyatta Brame (Esq) and his wife, Tracey Brame (Esq) because they could not find a Troup that had a diverse population 

of participants.  So, they decided to start their own Troop that would serve a population that would otherwise be omitted.  

The Omega Scouts  started with 15 young men and now has over 20 Cub Scouts in the pack and 20 Boy Scouts.  Two of the Boy Scouts are currently working 

toward the highest rank possible, The Eagle Scout.  The Troop and Pack attend summer camp thanks to proceeds from their chartered sponsor, Iota Pi Chapter 

of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., the Tipping Point Initiative, and Scout Reach.  Brown Hutcherson Ministries, under the leadership of Bro. Pastor Nathaniel 

Moody, Sr., serves as the Den (Meeting Place) for Boy and Cub Scouts to meet twice monthly. 

With the support of Iota Pi Chapter, and its members, along with the Scouting Council, Church Ministry, and parent involvement, the boys have experienced 

camping, hiking, cooking, fishing, archery, shotgun shooting, canoeing, First-Aid, emergency preparedness, and have participated in multiple community vol-

unteering activities.

Iota Pi Chapter 
Sponsors Omega Scout Troop 258 and Pack 236 
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Education is a partnership between home, school, and community. Par-
ticipating in the development and future of our youth is just one of the 
ways that the partnership proves its effectiveness. The Men of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity Incorporated, Kappa Phi Chapter recognize the need 
for positive role models in each and every community.  As a result, we 
are dedicating our time and efforts to help the youth in our communi-
ties. 

In doing our part, we hosted the “4th  Annual Kappa Phi Chapter Spell-
ing Bee” on Friday, May 18, 2018, at 12pm. The event was held at Dr. Ben-
jamin Carson Academy of Science and Learning located 4915 W. Capital 
Drive, Milwaukee, WI.  The event consisted of 20 participants all of which 
were 3rd and 4th grade students. During the spelling bee the students 
were encouraged to challenge themselves and were given uplift and 
encouragement by the brothers.  The judges of the event were Omega 
Men, Dr. Ramel Smith, Alonzo Williams and Edward Murphy. Other par-
ticipants in the event were brothers, Arras V. Martin (Master of Ceremo-
nies) and Richard Watkins (Assistant Pricipal of Carson Academy). 

Chairperson Marcel A. Clarke indicated that “Spelling Bees are a long-run-
ning tradition that encourages young children to develop their vocab-
ulary and spelling skills.  I recall winning a spelling bee as a 7th grader 
in Chicago and the confidence gained from the experience lasted a life-
time.  It is our belief that spelling bees foster a positive mindset, as well 
as help our students develop self-confidence and self-worth. Hopefully 
we can create that same spirit in these participants”. 

OBJECTIVES:

•To expand student vocabulary and encour-
age accurate word usage and pronuncia-
tion.

•To improve and advance the skills associat-
ed with good spelling habits.

•To enhance student’s development of 
poise and communication under pressure.

•To provide an opportunity for students to 
meet and encourage them to become in-
volved in      extracurricular activities.

At the conclusion of the event, each partici-
pant received a gold medal and the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place winners each received a tro-
phy as well as cash prizes. 

KAPPA PHI
HoW Do you spell 
           excellence? 
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Troy, New York – On April 28 2018 
three brothers of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Inc. met while coaching 
their respective teams at the Ten80 
Education National STEM League 
Finals. This international STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) competition was 
hosted by Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, New York. During this 
competition, more than 50 middle and 
high school teams competed for the 
Grand Championship, where students 
tested their innovation skills in the 
Student Racing and Student Rover 
Challenge competitions. The National 
STEM League Finals are the conclusion 
of yearlong curriculums in which 
students think innovatively about how 
engineering can improve personal, 
academic and professional pursuits. 
Brother Chadwick Hawking (XI Chapter, 
Spring 2001) brought his team “Knight 
Riderz” from Columbia SC, 

Brother Demetrius Jackson (Delta 
Omega Chapter, Spring 2012) brought 
his team “Lone Star Motorsport” for 
San Antonio TX, and Brother Lionel 
Pittman (Sigma Omega Chapter, 
Spring 2013) brought his team “BE4ST” 
from Chicago IL. In between the 
student competitions the brothers 
fellowshipped and reflected on the 
importance of mentorship through 
STEM learning in the African American 
community. Brother Jackson’s team won 
the Grand Championship in the Middle 
School Division and, Brother Pittman’s, 
team won the Grand Championship 
in the High School Division and took 
2nd place in the Autonomous Rover 
Competition. From its inception, the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., has been 
intertwined in the STEM community, 
and these brothers are assurance that 
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., has 
a continued and lasting impact on the 
STEM field.

Minneapolis, MN—June 13, 2018—Brandon Vaughn, principal and co-chair of Robins Kaplan LLP®’s Diversity Com-
mittee, has been appointed secretary of the Hennepin County Bar Association (HCBA).

Vaughn has been a member of the HCBA for 10 years, and for the past four years he has served on the organization’s 
Board of Directors as a delegate for the Minnesota Association of Black Lawyers. He also served on the HCBA’s Men-
toring Task Force in 2016-2017 to evaluate how the HCBA could contribute to mentoring in the Hennepin County 
legal community. He is slated to become the organization’s president for the 2021-2022 bar year.

“I’m honored to have been selected as the HCBA’s new secretary, and I look forward to providing additional value 
to the organization and its members,” said Vaughn. “The HCBA helps build lasting connections and professional 
development opportunities between attorneys and law students. More importantly, the organization and its Foun-
dation seek to serve all members of the Hennepin County community. I am excited to continue to serve in a greater 
capacity.”

Named a principal last year, Vaughn represents plaintiffs in personal injury, medical malpractice, and product liabili-
ty actions, providing advocacy and justice for those harmed by the medical system. He has handled several notable 
cases over the course of his career, including a $4.5 million settlement on behalf of an infant who suffered severe 
and permanent neurological damage when a hospital and nurse/midwife let the mother’s labor continue under 
unsafe circumstances.

In addition to his work with the HCBA, Vaughn is on the advisory board for Mitchell Hamline School of Law’s Gate-
way to Legal Education initiative, which seeks to increase access to law school and legal education for minority 
and first-generation college students. He also currently serves as vice-chair of the Young Lawyers Division of the 
National Bar Association, the world’s largest and oldest organization of black judges, lawyers, and law students, and 
was selected for the 2017 class of Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD) Fellows. Additionally, Vaughn spent 
four years on the executive leadership board of Twin Cities Diversity in Practice Young Lawyers Group, where he 
also served on the organization’s Metrics Working Group and Strategic Planning Committee. He was also selected 
to the inaugural, 75-member class of the Collaborative Bar Leadership Academy, a national initiative to strengthen 
the pipeline of diverse bar association leaders.

Brother Brandon Vaughn
Named Secretary of the 
Hennepin County 
Bar Association
ORIGINAL ARTICLE RETRIEVED FROM ROBINS KAPLIN LLP
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left to rigHt:  oMega nu vice Basileus BrotHer laWrence collins, BrotHer Jessie Harris iii, BrotHer eDDie frazier, BrotHer Bruce Hale, BrotHer carlus gully, 
oMega nu Keeper of recorD anD seal JosepH WasHington, BrotHer Dr. DonalD ross, MD, anD BrotHer JoHnny WilliaMs.

The 2018 Omega Nu Memorial Service was held 
on March 10, 2018 in Oak Ridge Cemetery Spring-
field, Illinois at the grave of Omega Nu Found-
ing Brother Curtis P. Alexander.  Other Founding 
Brothers interred in Oak Ridge are Brother Dr. 
Edwin A. Lee, MD and Brother Johnnie D. Wash-
ington, 10th District Representative.  Prayers and 
flowers were also offered at their internment 
sites.
Brother Alexander was a Professional Engineer 
who retired as a Regional Administrator from a 
distinguished career with the Federal Highway 
Administration.  Brother Dr. Lee was a widely 
known physician and surgeon with a large prac-
tice that served the Black community.  He made 
numerous contributions to public health, epi-
demiology, cardiac and neurosurgery.  Brother 
Washington was a pioneering educator and ad-

ministrator in Springfield Public School District 
186 and the University of Illinois at Springfield.
On May 8, 2018 Omega Services were extended 
to Brother John A. Thornton, M.A. who was ini-
tiated through the auspices of the Omega Nu 
Chapter.  Brother Thornton served as an English 
Literature teacher and counselor during 38 years 
in Springfield Public School District 186 and as an 
English Literature professor at Lincoln Land Com-
munity College.  Brother Thornton’s immediate 
survivors are his wife of 35 years Aileen, daughter 
Lucretia Barnes, son Jalany Thornton and grand-
son Bryson Greenwood. 

Omega Nu Holds Memorial Service 

Obtaining Health Through Heritage — A Diet Rooted in African 
Traditions May Be the Path to Optimal Health for African Americans
By Constance Brown-Riggs, MSEd, RD, CDE, CDN
Today’s Dietitian
Vol. 14 No. 3 P. 26 

Why are African Americans disproportionately affected by conditions 
that are so common but often preventable? Many experts blame the 
proverbial soul food diet—the cooking and eating traditions that 
often include dishes that are deep fried or cooked all day, soaked in 
fat, and laden with salt, sugar, and calories.

Such severe health problems can’t be attributed primarily to soul food, 
according to Sara Baer-Sinnott, president of Oldways, a nonprofit 
organization perhaps best known for creating the Mediterranean Diet 
Pyramid and other culturally specific dietary guidelines.

“These disparities go beyond eating soul food,” she says. “There are 
many factors that have led to poor outcomes—economics, changes 
in family structure, lack of access to healthful food, and perceptions 
about time needed for cooking and shopping.”

The important word here is communities—plural. There are 
approximately 40 million people of African descent living in the 
United States. Some have been in the United States for many 
generations; others are more recent immigrants from Africa, the 
Caribbean, or other parts of the world.6 What and how they eat may 
differ significantly—at least until immigrants become acculturated.

“Scientific studies show that many chronic conditions now prevalent 
in African American communities appear in [black immigrant] 
populations as traditional diets are left behind,” Baer-Sinnott says. 
Studies have shown that when people adopt a more westernized diet, 
their susceptibility to health problems increases.

For example, research published in a 2010 volume of the Journal of 
Biomedical Science found that the prevalence of metabolic syndrome 
in young Tanzanian men increased as they ate more nontraditional 
foods such as donuts and ice cream and less traditional foods. The 
same trend can be found in Botswana.7 As younger populations shift 
from traditional to nontraditional lifestyles, weight, blood pressure, 
and cholesterol levels—signs of metabolic syndrome—rise. The 
elderly, who are less inclined to change their eating habits, are actually 
healthier.

According to Sarah Dwyer, program manager at Oldways and the 
team leader for the African Heritage & Health Initiative, since 
Africans who eat traditional foods from Africa are healthier than 
those who adopt a typical Western diet, the research suggests that a 
healthful African American diet should go back to its roots. To help 
develop a cultural model for healthful eating based on the traditional 
diets of the African diaspora, Oldways brought together a team of 
culinary historians, nutrition scientists, and public health experts to 
examine foods Africans ate in Africa as well as how they adapted their 
diet when they were brought to the Americas during the slave trade. 

Culinary historian and cookbook author Jessica Harris says the 
traditional African diet is largely vegetarian. “There wasn’t a lot of 
animal protein,” she says. “Dried or smoked fish was found in riverine 
or ocean areas, and wild game was used as a seasoning unless there 
was some degree of feasting or festivity.”

Across Africa, a variety of whole grains and starchy vegetables serve as 
the base for meals. “Millet and sorghum are found in the area around 
Mali; rice in Senegal, Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone,” Harris says. 
“Further south in Ghana and the Ivory Coast you find yams.

“The Transatlantic Slave Trade was one of the major ways the food 
of Africa showed up in various inflections on the plate” throughout 
the diaspora, says Harris, also a member of Oldways’ advisory board. 
Enslaved Africans in the Americas cooked and ate in ways that 
were familiar to them, making do—and often making magic—with 
ingredients they found around them. In the southern United States, 
they were given some provisions such as cornmeal, beans, or a bit of 
pork, but Harris says, “They had to supplement their diet with foraging 
or growing their own food.” Cabbage, okra, tomatoes, peppers, and a 
variety of greens were abundant, so they were added to the pot.

“Because of the climate in the Caribbean, they had more opportunity 
to grow things that were closer to Africa, like yams,” Harris continues. 
The Caribbean diet included tropical fruits like papaya and guava as 
well as rice and pigeon peas. In South America, tubers such as yucca 
and cassava as well as okra, peanuts, and plantains were part of the 
plate.

Let’s get back to eating plant based food in an effort to eliminate the 
“Die” in Diet.

Is Soul Food Putting The “Die” in Diet?
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As the number of shootings continues to grow, so does a grass roots South Side effort to stop them.

“Prayer on the 9” is bringing together families who have lost loved ones to violence. It’s that time to hit the streets 
and bring together the Southside community for a special day of prayer and peace making.

Senior Pastor John F. Hannah and the New Life Covenant SE Church congregation invite the entire Chicago commu-
nity to stand together for a “CELEBRATION OF LIFE” on Saturday, May 19, 2018 during the annual “Prayer On The 9” 
initiative. “Prayer on the 9″ is an annual community outreach hosted by Pastor John F. Hannah and New Life Cove-
nant Church Southeast. The event serves as a catalyst for social change in Chicago communities where violence is 
most prevalent. It’s a call-to-action for the community to pray and gather along Chicago’s East 79th Street as one 
community, one city against violence of any kind.

Last year thousands of Chicagoans came together and lined two-miles along 79th street from Greenwood to the Dan 
Ryan on both sides of the street, to demonstrate a unified stance against violence and to pray for those communities 
most affected by violence.

It was truly one of the most powerful displays of unity that was witnessed by the community as 79th St is closed for 
demonstrators showing up to signify the stop to ongoing violence.

Hannah says, “It’s time for clergy, church members, organizations, students, teachers and community leaders to step 
out of the boundaries of their four walls and bridge the gap to create positive change in the community.  I am look-
ing forward to collaborating with these organizations which live in the community they serve to provide resources 
after the Prayer on the 9 demonstration.” 

Article retrieved from: Rainbowpush.org

Prayer on the “Nine” 
In addition to the 8-block long prayer line, the church will partner with three community organizations in 
the neighborhood to provide resources and services for the residents after the demonstration.  New Life 
Covenant will donate to the three organizations over the summer to provide resources for violence preven-
tion and awareness in the Grand Crossing area. Organizations include Breaking Bread which will provide 
meals once a week to gang members and counseling; Greater Grand Crossing Park Neighborhood Network, 
hosting a summer block party every month to create a safe haven for youth to play and Antonio’s Response 
to provide intervention for those who are affected by violence and calls for organized action whenever a 
young child is gunned down.

To participant for the event, registrants are asked to WEAR RED clothing to symbolize the blood that has 
been shed by those who have died as a result of violence and to BRING A PHOTO of a loved one lost to vio-
lence.

Attendees will gather at 79th and Greenwood in Chicago at 10:00 a.m. for Pastor Hannah’s “Community Ad-
dress” and presentation of a financial contribution to the 3 partnering organizations. At 11:00 a.m.
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On Wednesday August 29, 2018 the brothers of Nu Mu Nu Graduate Chapter participated in the “Heels” n for Diabetes Walk 
fundraiser at Jackson Morrow Park in Kokomo, Indiana in partnership with Project Access.  Proceeds from the fundraiser is being 
used to help people purchase diabetic related items such as test strips and meters as well as medications.  Nu Mu Nu along with 
the Ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha walked 2 miles along the scenic Jackson Morrow park. Along with Nu Mu Nu there was at least 
100 walkers of all ages and ethnicities. 

Nu Mu Nu has participated in this annual event for the last 2 years helping to raise funds and awareness about Diabetes. It is 
estimated that 9.6% or 450,000 adults in Indiana have been diagnosed with Diabetes another 4% or 250.000 are estimated 
as being undiagnosed. The incidence of diabetes is outpacing heart disease, cancer and AIDS. This chronic medical condition 
is difficult and expensive to treat and control. When left untreated the consequences are often tragic and is the sixth leading 
cause of death in Indiana. Nu Mu Nu Social Action Chair, Dr. Lance Washington have been in the forefront of educating his pa-
tients and the community at large on the effects of Diabetes and have been a constant advocate for finding donors to support 
this worthy cause. Project Access dispense an average of $10,000-$15,000 worth of medication each month at no cost to our 
clients. For more information to form a Fundraising Team or more information about the walk you can contact Bro. Lance Wash-
ington at lwashi5551@aol.com or call 765-854-0544. 

Nu Mu Nu  

Pictured left to right Bro. Ed Foster, Bro Ted Sutton, Social Action Chair Dr. Lance Washington, Bro. Clarence Grier 
and Chapter Basileus Bro. Angelo Youghbor

Rho Tau Chapter Mentor Youth on Healthy Eating, Meal 
Preparation and Techniques for tracing their family’s roots 

Gurnee, Illinois- 

Rho Tau Chapter Brothers recently 
completed a unique program designed 
to teach and educate youth in the 
chapter mentoring program about the 
world of food service and preparation.  

These young participants gained 
confidence and learn new ways to 
prepare tasty meals that encourage and 
inspire healthy living.  

Classes were conducted by experts and 
Brothers with expertise in the field 
brought fun and excitement to each 
learning experience. This educational 
experience taught the following skills 
and concepts: 

 

 Safe food handling and Sanitation 
 Food preparation and cooking demonstrations 
 Knife/Slicing skills 
 Math and Recipe Conversions 
 Cooking Terms and Techniques 

In the Trace Your Family History workshop, they learned how to: Trace roots through 
genealogical research, oral history and DNA. How to frame their family history collect family 
stories, created kinships charts. They brought pictures of their oldest ancestors and linked their 
individual family histories with American History. The most important lesson learned was that 
families take different shapes and forms. 
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 Gamma Gamma Gamma                            
  Leading the Way!

Things are calm and organized at the Boys and Girls Club of Dane County offices on the West Side. Some of the mood is owed to the dreary, rainy mid-af-
ternoon darkness. But most of it is intentional. It’s the way Interim CEO Rod Mitchell wants it. Easy-going but purposeful. Everything is running exactly 
the way it should and precisely as planned.

That’s because Mitchell, who is taking over for longtime CEO Michael Johnson, has for years been an integral part of building the infrastructure of the BG-
CDC behind the scenes. So now, in the awkward period any company would go through after losing a leader as dynamic and driven as Johnson, Mitchell 
has the benefit of already knowing the terrain.

“The core of the club, which is the main thing that keeps the club going, is still here. All our donors are still here, our board is here, I’m still here, my staff 
is still here,” Mitchell told Madison365. “These are the things that keep the club moving forward. We are definitely still in the community. We’ll still be top-
of-mind for folks here to think about kids and families. But we’ll do that probably through a more generalized social media campaign where we’ll focus 
on the club and the mission of the club. We’ve hired a marketing staff now to do that work.”

Indeed, the BGCDC’s presence has been felt around the community all week long. On Tuesday, the club brought in former Wisconsin Badger and Buffalo 
Bills wide receiver Lee Evans to run the Boys and Girls Club annual football camp for kids from across the county. Evans was the choice of the club be-
cause of his local connections.

Additionally, the BGCDC is in the midst of buying a new facility out in Sun Prairie that will be a brick-and-mortar club akin to their Allied Drive building. 
Mitchell said the club is looking to have that purchase and building completed in August and certainly before the end of the year at the latest.

The facility would have a licensed infant daycare in the basement and a licensed school-aged child care on the second floor. The BGCDC also wants to 
remodel the property next door to that site to hold a stand-alone teen center. 

 “The reality is we are the Boys and Girls Club of Dane County not just of Madison,” Mitchell said. “Sun Prairie has a need. There has always been a need for 
us to be out there. We have been asked by different entities in the community for years to come bring our programs out there. Over the years we have 
always done work in Sun Prairie. So now with this opportunity to purchase this facility and then work with kids in the surrounding area and have them 
come and take advantage of our affordable services, usually free services, would be a good thing.”

The BGCDC is also creating a Skill Trade Center that would enable kids from Middle and High School, as well as adults, to drop in and learn skilled trades. 
They would earn certifications in those trades and be trained by professionals from around Madison.

These growth ventures for the BGCDC have been largely a result of the efforts of Mitchell’s predecessor, Michael Johnson, whom Mitchell has worked 
with for over 15 years. Mitchell calls him The Rainmaker for his bombastic and, at times, hard-line style.  Mitchell says it was necessary for Johnson to lead 
in the way that he did in order for the club to grow into what it is today.  Now, however, Mitchell says the club is in a strong enough place to take a more 
organic approach to growth in the community.

“Down the road, we are looking at building off of the legacy that was left by Michael,” he says. “We’re going to do that in a way that allows us to be more 
purposeful in our efforts. We’ll focus on the quality first and let the quantity come from that quality. We have three major goals currently and those goals 
are really quality driven. That slows the pace down for us to be really purposeful. When you’re just focused on quantity it makes you push too fast some-
times. So, we will still have growth but it will be organic and purposeful and will allow for everyone to come along on the ride at the same time. I think 
we just basically keep the arrows pointing north. We definitely won’t change the goals oriented way that we think. But how we achieve those will change 
naturally. We will still be driven to hit our goals. But we will be quality driven.”

Those goals include maintaining the 90 percent graduation rate for the club’s high school seniors (a mark Mitchell says has been attained nearly every 
year he’s been there) as well as expanding to serve over 10,000 kids around Dane County by 2021. Mitchell says the club also needs to make sure that it 
is being supported financially enough by the community to enable it to provide quality programming for kids.

To that end, the club is currently engaged in its largest annual fundraiser, Bike for Boys and Girls Club. It is the 16th year of the Bike for Boys and Girls Club 
event, which consists of families and the community at large meeting at McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg for bike rides of 8, 25, or 50 miles.

This year’s event will take place on Saturday, July 21rst. The ride is expected to be well-attended and the club has raised $233,000 of its goal of $500,000 
by July 21. So, anyone who wants to attend the ride or join the fundraising is encouraged to visit bike4bgc.com and sign up for the popular bike ride.

“This is our biggest fundraiser every year,” Mitchell said. “We have people from the community build bike ride teams that can do an 8-, 25-, or 50-mile ride. 
These are family friendly rides, not races! But each dollar that goes into supporting it goes into our operations and programs.”

To Mitchell, Madison is a community that benefits from recognizing how vital events like these are. It is fundraisers like this one, where every cent goes 
into making the community safer and more fulfilling for kids and families, that keeps Madison above water. Cities that don’t do these things, Mitchell 
points out, are the ones drowning.

Mitchell grew up in Walnut Park, an area of St. Louis that is very rough, especially during the era in which he was in high school. St. Louis has many areas 
that have become downtrodden and ragged, just like many areas in Milwaukee or Chicago.

But, Mitchell says, those areas weren’t always that way. And it was the like of things like a community supported family entity like BGC and many, many 
other community-oriented programs that helped them get that way.

“Madison is a great place to live. I think people in Madison need to really understand that, yes, Madison has challenges,” he says. “The racial economic and 
academic achievement gaps are huge in Wisconsin overall. But at the end of the day, if I had to raise a family, I would raise it in Madison versus where I 
grew up where I experienced the best and the worst of that community. And I think Madison needs to take heed of that.”

Mitchell points to the hardships of inner-city Milwaukee or Chicago to illustrate his point.

“Those communities were not always what they are,” he says. “The inner city of St. Louis wasn’t always like it is currently, the inner city of Chicago wasn’t 
always like it is. Same with Milwaukee. These communities got that way in progression because people ignored the signs and I would definitely implore 
Madison not to ignore the signs. To continue to support things like Boys and Girls Clubs and local community centers. You have to keep kids and families 
engaged in programs that keep their hands and minds occupied.”

Purposeful, quality-driven programs, that is. Ever since Michael Johnson implored Mitchell to leave his post running the campus at Columbia College in 
St. Louis and join him up north in Madison, Mitchell has been seeing the effects that entities like BGCDC have on the community. Now, after being COO 
of the club for more than half a decade, it’s Mitchell’s turn to stem the tide of waters rising above the heads of kids and families in Dane County.

“The club is still here,” Mitchell said. “We’re still moving forward. There has been no slowing of the club.”

                                                                                     ROD MITCHELLArticle retrieved from: Nicholas Garton -  Jul 2, 2018
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Phi Chapter History 
By Brother Dr. Maurice Gross  

 

As an initiate of Phi Chapter, University of Michigan, in 1981 it has been a blessing and honor to have obtained the information that                        
was presented at the 81st Grand Conclave in New Orleans, LA, July 20-24, 2018. This information is related to the actual                     
establishment of Phi Chapter.  The research was spurned by the initial planning of the 100th Anniversary of Phi Chapter in 2021.  

As a Fraternity, we have all been taught that Phi Chapter was started at Talladega College. The initial contact to IHQ, related to the                        
Charter, showed that there was no information related to Talladega College but only the University of Michigan. I will go over the                      
actual documents related to the organization and establishment of Phi Chapter and attempt to explain the actual information in the                    
Dreer history book. 

There were several discrepancies related to the establishment of Phi Chapter. Two sections from the Dreer History book bear this                    
out: 

1. In 1921, Harold H. Thomas of Atlanta became Grand Basileus. The chapters added under his administration were:                 
………………; and Phi at Talladega College, Alabama, which was later reorganized as Gamma Psi. (page 37) 

2. In discussing the May 1922 Oracle, the excerpt reads as follows: Phi Chapter, which was established at the University of                    
Michigan, has a detailed sketch of its history by D.R. Jones, the chapter editor. Among the various matters he presents is a                      
discussion of the achievements of Brother William DeHart Hubbard as an athlete. (page 102) 

It was later determined that the reason that Phi Chapter was not established at Talladega College, is that the college did not accept                       
fraternities in 1921. Which is referenced in letter from Brother R.A. Carter in 1961. Also, fraternity history card of member J.C.                     
Randolfo shows the initiation date of May 2, 1921 at Phi Chapter in Ann Arbor, MI. 
 

(from Omega Psi Phi Fraternity archives.) 
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 Iota Chapter Host 
 Annual “Taste of Omega” 
     Submitted by: Bro. Kenneth Coles

Taste “ is Iota Chapter’s major scholarship fundraiser and annual epicurean joust. The June 24, 2018 event featured 17 chefs from the Tenth District 
competing for the honor of “Iron Chef Omega” in three categories. In addition to the classy venue at the Universal Entertainment Center, the event 
featured 2 bars along with the chefs strategically located throughout the main ballroom with generous seating areas for more than 300 guests to 
sample their offerings; a “cool out” lounging area and bar for more intimate conversations, and an outdoor patio to eat, drink, relax and enjoy the 
perfect weather.

Entertainment was provided by Chicago’s own writer, actor and comedian Kenny Howell who served as MC for the event. DJ Sean Legend (Chi 
Lambda Lambda chapter, Matteson, IL) and DJ Chip Davis (Sigma Omega chapter, Chicago) provided the dance music.

This year’s event allowed Iota chapter to distribute $11,300.00 in direct scholarship cash awards to students and more than $1,000.00 in scholar-
ship-related awards for things like meals, travel, hotels and chaperones.

 TASTE OF OMEGA – Iota Chapter, Chicago. 

The “Taste “ is Iota Chapter’s major scholarship fundraiser and annual epicurean joust. The June 24, 2018 event featured 17 chefs from the Tenth District 
competing for the honor of “Iron Chef Omega” in three categories. 

This year’s winning Omega Chef’s and their dishes were:

Appetizer: Bro. Eric Wiley, Iota Chapter
Jerk Chicken Tacos

Entree: Bro. Tony Harris, Rho Gamma Gamma 
Chapter

Dessert: Bro. Alex Beamon, Kappa Phi Chapter
4-Time Taste Champion “Pound 4 Pound” Cake
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Nu Omega 
Swinging Against Prostate Cancer 

On Friday, August 17, 2018 Omega Psi Phi, IHQ, The Talented Tenth District, and Detroit’s Nu Omega Chapter col-
laborated with The Center for Urban Youth and Family Development (CUYFD) to sponsor and host “The 10th An-
nual Prostate Cancer Survivors Golf Outing”. The event was held in Livonia, MI at “Idyl Wyld” Golf Course. The event 
hosted 130 registered golfers, and was the most successful of the 10 annual events. As part of its national mandate 
to support Prostate Cancer awareness, prevention, early detection, and survival, the Brothers of Omega Psi Phi 
provided International, District, State, and Local support. Former 10th District Representative Larry “Hondo” Boyd 
and former Omicron Alpha Alpha Basileus Tarzza Willams served as Honorary Co-Chairman of the event, along with 
Tournament Director Brother Marsialle Arbuckle, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Directors, and Executive Direc-
tor of The Center For Urban Youth & Family Development. 

Brother Arbuckle, a Prostate Cancer survivor since 2007, established the event in 2008 to celebrate his survival and 
victory in his battle against one of America’s leading health issues for men, in particular men of African descent.  
Statistically, the prevalence of this form of cancer is alarming:
• One in seven men will get prostate cancer.
• One in 39 men will die from prostate cancer.
• While diagnosis is rare before the age of 40, six out of 10 cases are diagnosed after men turn 65 with the 
average age of diagnosis being 66.
If you are a man over the age of 50, it is crucial that you get regular prostate exams with your primary physician. If 
you are at higher risk (African-American men or those with a close relative who has been diagnosed with prostate 
cancer), talk to your doctor about getting regular exams even earlier.

There were 18 sponsors for this year’s event with Omega leading the way. Other major sponsors included the De-
troit Wayne Mental Health Authority, Pure Silk & Barbezol Shave Cream, Coors Beer and Tito’s Vodka, Bro. Walter 
Watkin and WCW Enterprises, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. One highlight of the 
event was the 2018 Ford Focus hole-in-one prize, sponsored by Brother Walter Douglas and his sons Brothers Ed-
mond and Mark Douglas, owners and operators of Avis Ford in Southfield, MI.  a many other prizes. This year was the 
biggest year ever thanks to a generous contribution from Omega Psi Phi Inc. who was the events lead sponsor.   To 
cap things off there was a dinner banquet to end the evening with a silent auction, and raffle with prizes including 
a Lions Tickets, Wine Tours, and travel packages. 
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Omega Nu HOst its 2018 picNic

Submitted by: Bro. Joseph Washington

The Omega Nu Chapter of Springfield, Illinois with its special Sisters of the Springfield-Decatur Area Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated held their annual picnic Saturday, August 11, 2018 at Tom 
Madonia Park East from 12:00 PM until 6:00 PM.  This event was heavily attended by the families and friends of 
members of these organizations who presented an extensive array of summer grill items with all of the trimmings 
and treats. This event presented another opportunity in an informal setting for our newest members and their 
families to become more familiar with the more seasoned Brothers and Sisters and to engage our visiting guests.  
Our Delta Sisters worked with us from beginning to end in executing the many tasks necessary to execute an en-
joyable afternoon.

Tom Madonia Park East is located between Lake Springfield and the Edwards Trace which is a prehistoric game 
trail along Sugar Creek Ridge that was also heavily used by Native Americans to transit the largely impassible high 
prairies, wetlands and hardwood forest characteristic of pre-European settlement terrain in uplands of the central 
Mississippi Valley.  During the late pre-Emancipation era the Edwards Trace was an important segment in the Un-
derground Railroad leading from southern and across central Illinois.  Parts of the trace are readily visible despite 
the presence of modern agriculture over and highways upon its course.  

Iota Pi CHAPTER 

PARTICIPATES IN AFRICAN MALE CONCERENCE . . . . 
On March 7, 2018, Iota Pi Chapter participated in the Third Annual African American Male Achievement Conference 
sponsored by the Urban League of West Michigan, Grand Rapids Public Schools, and Grand Valley State University to 
host the Third Annual African American Male Achievement Conference at Grand Rapids Community College’s Ford 
Fieldhouse.  This conference was focused on 9th grade African American males to inspire and connect them with other 
African American males from various professional fields through speakers, workshops, and networking.

This Annual Conference involved over 700 youth from over 27 high schools from the Greater Grand Rapids Metropolitan 
Area.  African American males in grade nine were able to attend this day long event.  Apart from attending workshops 
and seminars, the professional representatives were able to have lunch with “their sons” for the purpose of interacting with 
the youth and responding to their questions about their successes and what they must do to assume similar roles in the 
near future.

Brothers of Iota Pi Chapter served as mentors, participated in workshop sessions, and networking activities with the youth 
and program sponsors.
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Dollars for Scholars
Submitted by: Bro. Brother Marvin R. Perry, SMOFI Vice Chairman;
  Member Sigma Rho Chapter 

The Southeast Michigan Omega Foundation, Inc. (SMOFI) held its inaugural Scholarship Raffle on Friday, August 3, 2018. Proceeds bene-
fitted their youth programs. The drawing took place at the historic Nu Omega Chapter Fraternity House in Detroit, Michigan. Based on the 
number of tickets sold, the $5K raffle reverted to a 50/50 raffle and a single prize of $3,125 was won by—Mr. Harold Brown. In a generous, 
but rare act of philanthropy, Mr. Brown returned the prize to SMOFI! “We appreciate the program support, provided by the community, 
through this raffle. Not only did Brothers of Omega Psi Phi purchase tickets, we had a number of individuals from across the region that had 
never supported the foundation. This is a testament to the value of the work that we are doing,” commented Brother Rodd Monts—SMOFI 
Board Chairman.

The Southeast Michigan Omega Foundation, Inc. (SMOFI) is a tax exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that helps African American male 
youth by supporting mentoring programs and providing college scholarships. “Our goal is to instill the principles of Manhood, Scholarship, 
Perseverance and Uplift—so that these young men are stronger leaders, better decision makers and competent, active members of their 
respective communities,” said Brother Monts. Originally organized in 1982 as the Detroit Omega Foundation, Inc., SMOFI is the result of a 
strategic merger including the Detroit Omega Foundation, Inc.—Detroit, the Greater Ann Arbor Omega Foundation—Ann Arbor and the 
Omega C.A.R.E.S. Foundation—Southfield. Since January 2015, the Detroit Omega Foundation, Inc. (DOFI) is doing business as the South-
east Michigan Omega Foundation, Inc. (SMOFI) and impacting the lives of students in Southeast Michigan. SMOFI receives funding support 
from the greater community and Brothers of Nu Omega, Sigma Rho and Tau Kappa Kappa Chapters. The Board of Directors is composed of  
Brothers from each of these affiliated Chapters.  

SMOFI annually provides six—$1,250 college scholarships to graduating high school male students in Southeast Michigan. All awards are 
for one year and may be renewed for up to three additional years. There are currently fourteen students  in the SMOFI scholarship program. 
Scholarships are awarded in honor of four Members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. who dedicate (or dedicated) their lives to education 
and outstanding achievement—Brothers William A. McGill, John H. Williams, Sidney L. Moore and Dr. Clarence B. Vaughn.

William A. McGill (March 27, 1923 – August 5, 2008)
William A. McGill attended Morehouse College and was initiated through Psi Chapter in 1946. He graduated from Morehouse College 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science in 1947. He later received a Master of Arts degree from the University of Michigan 
and completed further studies at Wayne State University and the University of Michigan. Brother McGill retired after a stellar career 
of public service. He was the principal for Statesboro Junior High School—Statesboro, GA, and Political Science teacher at both 
Grambling State University and Wayne County Community College. He held numerous positions in the City of Detroit, Wayne County 
government and the State of Michigan. Brother McGill served Omega in many capacities during 60+ years of service. He was a past 
Basileus and Vice Basileus of Nu Omega Chapter—Detroit, MI. He served as Chairman of Nu Omega’s UNCF pledge drive. During 
his tenure as National Alumni Council President and Detroit Inter-Alumni Council President, he raised over 22 million dollars for the 
UNCF/College Endowment Fund. William A. “Bill” McGill wore many hats throughout his life as a mentor, teacher, scholar, church 
trustee, administrator, fundraiser, friend and Brother. He provided life-long dedicated service and uplift of youth through education.

 
John H. Williams
While attending Shaw University, John H. Williams played basketball and majored in Social Studies. His education was interrupted 
when he was drafted into the U.S. Army, during World War II. Mr. Williams used his weapon of choice, a camera, to document the life 
and culture of Black soldiers overseas and stateside. After his tour of duty, John returned to Shaw University, graduating with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 1947. Later, he moved to Detroit and began working as a photographer for the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion. He studied Photography at Wayne State University (Detroit, MI) and Eastman Kodak in Rochester, New York. During his graduate 
studies at Wayne State University, John was initiated into the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity through Nu Sigma Chapter in 1955. Almost 
immediately, Brother Williams did what he has done, so well, throughout his life – photographing priceless historical moments of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity events. Brother John Williams was appointed as the first Official International Photographer for the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. After 33 years of service as the Fraternity’s Official International Photographer, Brother Williams retired from his 
post in 2006. He was later named as Omega’s “International Photographer Emeritus.” Today, Brother Williams’ photographic work is 
housed in the John H. Williams Museum, located at the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s International Headquarters—in Decatur, Georgia. 
Brother Williams is a member of Nu Omega Chapter—Detroit, MI. 

Sidney L. Moore (June 16, 1932 – May 20, 2008) 
Sidney L. Moore earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Jackson State University—Jackson, Mississippi in 1953. He was initiated 
into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.—Upsilon Epsilon Chapter, in the Fall of 1950. After graduation, he enrolled in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps where he served as a Cryptographic Specialist while stationed in Okinawa, Japan. Upon his return to the United States, Mr. 
Moore taught chemistry and general science at Magnolia High School in Moss Point, Mississippi until 1957 when he moved to Ann 
Arbor to attend the University of Michigan. Sidney Moore earned a Master of Science degree in Educational Psychology from the 
University of Michigan in 1959 and began a 38 year career as a teacher of mathematics and science at the University of Michigan 
Hospital Neuropsychiatric Institute. On December 19, 1964 Sigma Rho Chapter was chartered in Ann Arbor, as a Graduate Chapter 
of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. One of sixteen (16) Charter Members, Brother Moore was elected as the first Chapter Basileus 
and he remained an active community leader in the greater Ann Arbor area and an influential member of Sigma Rho Chapter—Ann 
Arbor, MI for nearly 44 years. He was also a member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (the Boulé) and the National Council of Meridianites 
(Detroit Chapter).

Dr. Clarence B. Vaughn
Clarence B. Vaughn attended Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina where he was a model student and President of his 
class. From 1951-1955, he attended Howard University to receive a Master of Science degree in Chemistry and then a Doctorate in 
Medicine in 1957. In 1965 he was awarded Doctorate of Philosophy degree in Physiological Chemistry at Wayne State University. 
In December of 1957 he was commissioned as first lieutenant in the medical corps of the U. S. Air Force Reserves. In June 1959, he 
entered active duty as Captain and was stationed at the Wright-Patterson AFB hospital in Ohio. In 1967, he was appointed medical 
Service Liaison Officer for Wayne State University. After serving as Colonel for a number of years, Dr. Clarence Vaughn was nominated 
for one of the military’s highest honors, Brigadier General. Although he did not receive the promotion, because of age, he has flown 
over 844 hours in air crew status and was rated as a Chief Flight Surgeon. Dr. Clarence Vaughn was one of three who were pioneers of 
the first cancer research and treatment units in the city of Detroit. He is a world-renowned cancer specialist (oncologist), who helped 
to introduce new medicines and state-of-the art technology to the field of Oncology. Dr. Vaughn joined Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc., in 1949—Epsilon Epsilon Chapter, where he served as the Basileus of his Chapter. Dr. Vaughn is currently an active member of 
Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter—Southfield, MI.
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Omicron Alpha Alpha Chapter- A Heart For Service
Pontiac, MI

On Baltimore Ravens Lineman and Detroit Native Bro. Carl Davis (02-18-OAA) is the epitome of the word Service.

Bro. Davis was selected by the Baltimore Ravens in the 2015 NFL Draft. Prior to the NFL, he played college football at the Uni-
versity of Iowa (Hawkeyes) and attended Stevenson High School in Sterling Heights, MI.  

Disadvantaged neighborhoods have long been assumed to have a negative impact on the children who grow up there; their 
safety, their education, their future, etc. Growing up in one of Detroit’s most disadvantaged neighborhoods is the backdrop 
that set this Omega Man up for success.  This setting was the inspiration that lead Bro. Davis to start his Trenchwork Foun-
dation whose mission is to “build a community and to rejuvenate Detroit’s toughest areas into a thriving community full of 
opportunities.”

Bro. Davis has always had a heart for service and his community, his mother Pastor Ovella Davis, engrained this in him at a very 
early age.

When asked about the significance of the name Trenchwork, Brother Carl Davis states “Trenchwork is something that’s very 
special. Trenchwork is about football and it’s also about life. Everyone knows what it is like to sacrifice and struggle in one way 
or another. Trenchwork is the idea that we don’t run from our problems and we face them head-on in a determined manner. 
It’s about the tough people who get up and do it every day and get knocked down and get up again. It’s something to be 
prideful about. I don’t care if you’re a football player or a garbage man or a CEO. Everybody has their own grind.”

Brother Davis Trenchwork Foundation is committed to healthy living, education and community redevelopment.
 
Trenchwork goals include the following: 
• Revitalize Detroit, MI through construction of new and renovation of existing homes
• Help people become homeowners
• Create a safe and livable environments
• Build a recreational Center to keep kids off the street
• Teach kids life skills that will make them valuable
• Be an aid to the Detroit public school system where kids can get help and also become more advanced

For more information on Bro. Carl Davis and the outstanding work his Trenchwork Foundation is doing please visit his website 
at https://www.trenchworkfoundation.org or click on the links below.

Ravens DE Carl Davis’ Trenchwork Foundation is changing lives in his Detroit hometown
  http://www.nflplayerengagement.com/life/articles/trenchwork-foundation/

 Baltimore Ravens Lineman Carl Davis talks Free Youth Camp
  http://www.fox2detroit.com/good-day/baltimore-ravens-lineman-carl-davis-talks-free-youth-camp

 NFL Pro and Detroit Native to Host Clean Up Day and Community Events
https://detroit.cbslocal.com/2018/04/26/baltimore-ravens-lineman-and-detroit-native-hosts-cleanup-day-in-the-city/

 Letter from Carl Davis: My commitment to quality education
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000908120/article/letter-from-carl-davis-my-commitment-to-quality-education

 Pro football players return home with messages, lessons and gifts for youths
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2017/07/27/pro-football-players-return-messages-lessons-gifts-
youths/514667001/

Submitted by: Bro. Emil Abner 
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Iota Chapter, Chicago, IL.  

The Englewood Police Youth Baseball League (EPYBL) was established in 2015 as partnership with the local Chicago Police 
district and several community and philanthropic organizations.  Bro. Marco Johnson, Iota Chapter, has been the main force 
to create and maintain this burgeoning league.  Englewood is one of the high crime neighborhoods in Chicago.  Bro. Johnson 
thought the idea of bringing the children together with police officers in a non-threatening and fun environment would be a 
good way to help bridge the divides between the community and law enforcement.  

The mission of the EPYBL is to save as many Chicago kids as possible from violence and gangs.  Also to provide a safe space for 
kids to have fun, learn baseball and citizenship skills from positive black men.  Each of the teams are named for significant Afri-
can American Chicagoans or teams from the former Negroe Leagues. The coaches/mentors are Omegas from Iota and Epsilon 
Eta Chapters and a few other community volunteers.

Saving Chicago Kids from Violence and Gangs Iota Chapter Invests in the Future of Black 
America with $10,000 in Scholarships 

On Thursday, June 21, 2018, Iota Chapter recognized and honored five outstanding students as their 2018 scholarship recipients 
at their annual scholarship awards dinner. The chapter has provided scholarships to deserving black students annually since being 
re-chartered as a graduate chapter in 1995. The 2018 Scholarship Awards Dinner was at the Chicago Lake Shore Café on the city’s 
lakefront.

The Iota Chapter Scholarship Committee (Brothers John Bradley, Michael Meeks, and Ron Wright) selected the following five Chicago 
high school seniors to each receive $2,000 based on their academic achievements and aspirations for higher education:

•Yvonne Smith: Brooks HS graduate; attending University of Illinois-Champaign in the Fall of 2018 to major in Computer Engineering
•Ayanna Fourte: Kenwood HS graduate; attending Spelman College in the Fall of 2018 to major in Psychology
•Garrett Miller: Kenwood HS graduate; attending Howard University in the Fall of 2018 to major in Business
•Ciara Evans: Kenwood HS graduate; attending Morgan State University in the Fall of 2018 to major in Film Technology/Cinematic Arts
•Chima Aharanwa (not pictured): Lindblom HS graduate; attending Northwestern University in the Fall of 2018 to major in Computer 
Science/Technology

The scholarship awards program included prayer, opening remarks, introduction of attending Omega men, brief history of the fraterni-
ty, brief history of Iota Chapter, introductions of honorees and guests, dinner, presentation of scholarships, closing remarks, prayer, and 
photos. During opening remarks, Bro. Slater stated that “the foundation of the black population is depended upon the solidification of 
a good education”. Each brother provided the college(s), degree(s), career(s), and contact information to each recipient to extend the 
African village of support. Each recipient was asked to contact the chapter periodically with their progress as well as if they find them-
selves in need. Bro. Williams was proud to proclaim that this is the most money given out in scholarships by Iota chapter and vowed 
to do the same next year if not more. Iota chapter understands the critical nature of an education and will continue its commitment of 
investing in the future of Black America.

During closing remarks, Bro. Slater declared that these students will be the future of the new technology that has not been created, 
these students will be the future of accurately addressing mental illnesses in the black community, these students will be the future 
business economic developers, these students will be the writers and film directors to tell and show our true history.

Baseball League – Bro. Marco Johnson, EPYBL League Commisioner, marches in opening ceremonies with play-
ers, Chicago Police Department officers and volunteer partners.

Coaching/Mentoring – Bro. Melvin Slater, Sr. motivates his team before the first game of the season.

Pictured: Bro. Rick Williams (Basileus), Yvonne Smith, Ayanna Fourte, Garrett Miller, Ciara Evans, and Bro. Melvin 
M. Slater, Sr. (Scholarship Chairman)
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Empowering African American Male 
Youth through Education 
Submitted by: Brother Lee Oliphant, SMOFI Board Member;
 Member Nu Omega Chapter  

The Southeast Michigan Omega Foundation, Inc. (SMOFI) held its annual scholarship banquet on Saturday, June 2, 2018—in South-
field, Michigan. The event honored six young men, who will each receive a $5,000 college scholarship, over a four-year period.  
Brother Charles Bruce delivered an inspiring address to the scholars. Over 200 supporters—family, friends and Brothers—listened 
to an encouraging message, centered around our four Cardinal Principles and the importance of what SMOFI and the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity are doing to give these young men a jump-start on their academic and professional future. During the luncheon, Brother 
John H. Williams received a Lifetime Achievement award for his service to our community and the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Brother 
Kevin White served as the Master of Ceremony. 

Each year the Southeast Michigan Omega Foundation (SMOFI) searches for young men—graduating high school seniors—who are 
academically successful, show a financial need and have demonstrated leadership skills. The evaluation process is rigorous, but it 
has produced excellent results. Since 2001 SMOFI has awarded seventy scholarships totaling $350,000 and achieved an 83% college 
graduation rate. Many SMOFI scholars have graduated in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) curriculums 
and have gone on to get advanced degrees in their fields of study. The early exposure to Omega Psi Phi provides positive images 
and motivation that attracts some of the best and brightest young men to our Fraternity.  

The Omega Men of the Talented Tenth District, in Southeast Michigan, continue to make a difference—uplifting their community 
and positively impacting the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity!

2018/19 SMOFI Scholars (front row—left to right)
Langston Laramore-Josey, Christian Rush, Eric Winston, Ronnie Davis Jr. and Emannual Eze Jr. (Nicolas Wright–not pictured). Brother 
Charles Bruce, Keynote Speaker and Brother Darryl L. Jones, 10th District Representative are photographed with 2018/2019 schol-
arship class.

SMOFI Board of Directors (back row—left to right)
Brothers Michael Brown, Lee Oliphant, Herman McCord, Robert Brown, Benjamin Bohannon, Dana Greene, Marvin R. Perry, Gerald 
Wilder, Rodd Monts, Mel Anglin, and Ato Polk, (Brother Glenn McIntosh—not pictured).

Brothers Robert Fox, Rho Gamma Gamma ’07, Nicholas Fox, Zeta Phi ’16, and Malcolm Fox, Tau Iota ’18, took 
initiative this past spring and started a scholarship fund through the Rho Gamma Gamma chapter, entitled 
the “Fox Family Scholarship.” The scholarship will be awarded to two graduating seniors from Wendell Phillips 
Academy, Malcolm’s Alma Mater, with a 3.0 or higher GPA and plans to attend a 4-year collegiate institution. 
Wendell Phillips Academy High School is a public 4–year high school located in the Bronzeville neighborhood 
on the south side of Chicago. Phillips is part of the Chicago Public Schools district and is named for the noted 
American abolitionist Wendell Phillips. It was the first predominantly African-American high school in Chica-
go, opening in 1904. 

The two recipients will both receive $1,000 to be used towards their college expenses and constant communi-
cation from Malcolm, who is currently enrolled at Howard University, or Nicholas, who just recently graduated 
from Butler University, in 2017, with a degree in Risk Management. The scholarship’s first recipients were Imori 
Heard, who will be attending Quincy University on a partial football scholarship and Danae Jones, who will be 
attending Xavier University in Louisiana. “We are excited to be able to give back to the community that helped 
shape us to become the men that we are today.” –Robert, Nicholas, and Malcolm Fox.  In Nicholas’ speech he 
outlined an acronym that he learned called, H.O.P.E. Hunger. Opportunity. Purpose. Enthusiasm. These are 
the pillars to being successful in your life long endeavors and if the recipients instill them correctly, they are 
destined to achieve great things.  

  Fox Family Scholarship

Pictured from left to right: Peyton Fox, Bro. Nicholas Fox, Frances Fox, Danae Jones, Imori Heard, Bro. Malcolm Fox, Bro. Robert Fox
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Bro. Justin Jackson Named “International Undergraduate
Advisor of the Year” of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

During the 81st Grand Conclave of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., in New Orleans La, Bro. Justin Jackson of the Nu 
Chi Chapter in East St. Louis IL was recognized by the Fraternity as its “International Undergraduate Advisor of the 
Year”. The Undergraduate Chapter Advisor of the Year Award is given to a Brother who has demonstrated outstand-
ing contributions and sustained concern for the activities of one or more Undergraduate Chapters. 
 
As State Representative for the 10th District’s Southern Illinois region, Bro. Jackson committed himself to the re-
establishment of the undergraduate chapters located at both Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE) and 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC). Brother Jackson has guided brothers from both chapters. Assisting 
Tau Gamma chapter at SIUE in maintaining their good standing and reactivating Omicron Theta chapter in April of 
2017 at SIUC.  It is important to note that from the reemergence of Omicron Theta, it has produced the current 10th 
District, 2nd Vice District Representative. Further, Brother Jackson is mentor, advisor, and bridge builder for these 
two respective undergraduate chapters and has brought approximately 20 young men into the fraternity.

Bro. Jackson crossed into Omega through the Tau Gamma chapter at SIUE in Edwardsville, Illinois, in the Spring of 
2002.  Currently, he shares his many talents as an active member of the Nu Chi Chapter and Nu Chi Foundation where 
he is tenaciously involved in several chapter projects and programs, and the Nu Chi Foundation Project Manhood 
youth mentorship program.

     Nearly one hundred years ago in November 1918, Colonel Charles D. Young road a mule from 
Wilberforce, Ohio, to Washington, D.C. to prove his fitness to serve our country as a Colonel in 
the United States Army. Colonel Young’s exemplary leadership and unyielding perseverance 
in the midst of adversity are inspiring traits that many of today’s African American soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, and marines strive to emulate in their service to our nation. Bro. Kevin E. Jacobs 
is such an officer who has earnestly worked to honor the legacy of Colonel Young. During his 
own 34-year Air Force career, he has persevered a myriad of challenges as an airman, noncom-
missioned officer, and commissioned officer, with remarkable integrity, selfless service, and un-
compromised commitment to excellence. His outstanding accomplishments recently lauded 
during his promotion to the rank of Colonel in the Illinois Air National Guard, a monumental 
achievement since less than one percent of military officers reach this grade.

      Notably, Bro. Jacobs has led airmen as an information system engineer, civil engineer, and 
two-time squadron commander. He has also served as the deputy commander of the 126th 
Mission Support Group, and the 126th Wing Inspector General--both at Scott Air Force Base 
in southern Illinois. Bro. Jacobs is currently the staff director at the Illinois Air National Guard 
headquarters in Springfield. In this role, he is responsible for the daily operations of the head-
quarters staff and all activities involving strategic planning, policy implementation, personnel 
services, logistics recruiting and retention, facilities management, security and force protec-
tion, and homeland security and defense.

      Bro. Jacobs crossed into Omega through Mu Xi Chapter in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, in the Spring of 
1995. He is presently sharing his many talents as an active member of Nu Chi Chapter where he 
is tenaciously involved in several projects and programs which include the Project Manhood 
youth mentorship program, and as treasurer of the Nu Chi Foundation. His work is instrumen-
tal in providing crucial support to underserved youth and families residing in East St. Louis 
and the surrounding Metro East St. Louis, Illinois community. Bro. Jacobs is the 2017 Tenth 
District Colonel Charles D. Young Award recipient, and a graduate of the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign where he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Engineering. 
He also holds a Master of Science Degree in Environmental Management Engineering from 
Webster University.

BrotHer Kevin e. JacoBs 
proMoteD to colonel  
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I am Bro. Michael Sneed Sr. from Rho Gamma Gamma and this is my mentee, Cer’von Flemming. 
Cer’von is a 6th grader attending Kennedy Middle Grade School in Kankakee, IL. Although I have 
been a mentor for the past ten years, last year was my first full year with Cer’von. During the recent 
year, Cer’von and I attended many fieldtrips. One trip in particular was the Law Enforcement Career 
day at Kankakee Community College. While participating at career day Cer’von and I were able to 
meet several  African American males and females who are excelling in their most chosen profes-
sion, Law Enforcement. This was truly a great experience for me and Cer’von as he now is consider-
ing law enforcement as one of his career choices in life.

Bro. Michael Sneed, Sr. Paying it Forward 

Book Bag Day 
by Bro. Marvin McNeil

The Men of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., Rho Gamma 
Gamma Chapter for its 7th 
year has provided book bags 
full of school supplies.

 The Chicago Public Schools 
receiving the school supplies 
were Higgins Public School 
and Whistler Public School. 

Both schools are in proximity 
of the Rho Gamma Gamma 
Center located on Chicago’s 
far south side and have been 
adopted by the chapter.  

Over 250 bags with supplies 
were donated by Rho Gamma 
Gamma. 

Rho Gamma Gamma 
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When We Wear Gloves 
by Bro. Dr. Carver A. Portlock

When we wear the gloves
A Brother has gone from our midst

And sailed to golden shores.

When we wear the gloves
A Friend has passed the final test
And walks through purple doors.

The circle has an empty place
A Voice will raise no more

The song of fellowship and love
Uplift forevermore

When we wear the gloves

When we wear the gloves
A Light goes from this earthly life

The visor closed again
Yet all the heavens open wide

To let a new star in.

When we wear the gloves
A Brother leaves the chapter rolls

And moves to other worlds
For when we say our last goodbye

He walks on streets of Pearl.

When we wear the gloves

When We Wear Gloves
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Born on July 6, 1929, Brother Burnel E. Coulon, Sr., was raised in the Cresent City of New Orleans. Brother Burnel E. Coulon’s early years were 
spent in Louisiana, his place of birth. Following high school, he served his country as a Private First Class in the United States Army Air Corps, 
supporting the famed Tuskegee Airmen from 1946 to 1949. Upon being honorably discharged, he remained in Alabama and enrolled in 
Tuskegee Institute to study printing. It was there that he was attracted to the light of Omega, pledged, and was initiated into Lambda Epsilon 
Chapter on November 16, 1950, making 2015 his 65th year anniversary of service to Mother Omega.

During his time in Lambda Epsilon, Brother Coulon was elected as the Keeper of Finance twice, and served as Dean of Pledges. He also 
served as the President of the Inter-Fraternal Council at Tuskegee. Within his discipline, he was the editor-in-chief of the campus newspaper, 
“The Campus Digest,” and business manager for the “Tuskeana,” the school’s yearbook. He graduated with honors in 1953.

After graduation he was a detached financial member for a year, and then joined Iota Omicron Graduate Chapter, Seventh District, serving 
14 counties of the Mississippi Delta, wherein he rose through the ranks to become elected as the Keeper of Finance, and Chapter Basileus.

From there he moved to Greensboro, NC, to begin graduate studies in Industrial Arts at North Carolina A&T, where he met and became 
friends with a young Que named Jesse L. Jackson. While in graduate school, he was affiliated with, and was transformative in helping to 
guide Mu Psi Undergraduate Chapter, Sixth District. He was also elected Graduate Student of the Year. After earning his Master’s Degree, he 
moved to Louisville, KY, having left his mark at A&T.

In order to teach Industrial Arts in the state of Kentucky, he obtained a teaching certificate from Kentucky State University, and taught 
printing at Jackson Junior High School. While working in Louisville’s education system, Brother Coulon remained active in Omega by joining 
Theta Omega Graduate Chapter, Fifth District. Among other roles, he served on the Chapter Social Action Committee, and, due in part to his 
larger-than-life personality and quick wit, he was appointed as the Social Action Chairman for the Fifth District Meeting held there.

Seeking higher employment opportunities in the early 1960s, his next move brought him to Indianapolis, IN, where he obtained a position in 
the printing department of Short Ridge High School. Desiring to ever-remain attached to Omega, he became financial with Zeta Phi Chapter, 
Tenth District, and began to serve immediately, putting his skill to use by becoming Editor to the Oracle. Being advised to “wait your turn” by 
his mentors, Bros. James “Moon” Mullin, a former Tenth District Representative, and Marion Mayo, who served as Zeta Phi KRS for 23 years, 
Brother Coulon, worked on various committees, and, eventually, was elected Chapter Basileus. 

Brother Coulon is one of the few men to have been elected to offices in at least two districts. While serving as Basileus in Iota Omicron 
Chapter, Seventh District, Brother Coulon was simultaneously elected as the 1st Vice District Representative. He gained valuable experience 
overseeing the work of all standing committees that would prepare him for future work at the district and international levels.

Later, while serving in Zeta Phi, Brother Coulon was tapped to chair the Tenth District Audit Committee. In this capacity, he worked inscru-
tably to account for the districts funds and disbursements, and investments, a passion he would take to his work on the international level.

He then was elected as the Tenth District Representative, a post to which he was reelected unopposed three times, making him one of the 
most popular leaders in Tenth District history. During his tenure as DR, the district expanded the number of graduate and undergraduate 
chapters, many of the latter on campuses where populations of students of color had grown because of integration.

While a member of the Supreme Council as the Tenth District DR, having served four terms in that position, he became the unofficial “Chair-
man” of District Representatives at the International level, and also wrote a District Representatives Handbook to help guide the work of DRs 
as a collective, and back in their respective districts.

After leaving the office of Tenth District Representative in April, 1976, that July Brother Burnel E. Coulon was elected as the 1st Vice Grand 
Basileus, serving two terms. During that time, he was instrumental in bringing in a Certified Public Accountant to help evaluate the Interna-
tional Headquarters’ financial records for a certified audit, which had never been done.

In 1979, at the Grand Conclave in Denver, CO, Brother Coulon’s meteoric rise in Omega was culminated with his election on the first ballot as 
the 31st Grand Basileus.

While serving as Grand Basileus, 1979-1982, he emphasized getting the Fraternity’s financial house in order, which he had begun while serv-
ing as 1st Vice Grand Basileus, by establishing the first certified audit of the fraternity’s finances in Omega’s history.

He also placed greater emphasis on the fraternity’s second Cardinal Principle, i.e., Scholarship, at both the undergraduate and graduate lev-
els. Under his leadership, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. instituted the annual donation of $50,000.00 to the United Negro College Fund, and 
endowed Omega’s first Faculty Chair at Rust College in Holly Spring, MS.

Brother Coulon travelled extensively during his years in the fraternity’s top post, visiting undergraduate and graduate chapters throughout 
the country, and became the first Grand Basileus to officially travel internationally, visiting a graduate chapter in Frankfurt, Germany.

Since those years he has perennially been sought after as a keynote speaker by the various chapters throughout Omega, as well as by chap-
ters of every Divine Nine Sorority. He has attended every Grand Conclave, Leadership Conference, and a number of Undergraduate Summits. 
He also served as Grand Marshall for the 2000 Grand Conclave in Indianapolis, IN.
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Brother Monroe Parrott III age 67 passed away Wednesday, April 4, 2018. Brother Parrott 
was born to Monroe Parott Jr. and Bertha Parrott on February 22, 1951 in Gary, Indiana.  
Brother Parrott was initiated into Zeta Epsilon Chapter on April 14, 1973. Brother Parrott 
was extremely active within the fraternity. He was a member of the following chapters: 

Zeta Epsilon Chapter 1973 – 1973
Eta Delta Chapter 1973 - 1979
Alpha Chi Chapter 1979 – 2018  

Brother Parrott served on many committees as a member of the Alpha Chi Chapter and 
was the recipient of the Alpha Chi Chapter 2017 Omega Man of the Year Award.

Brother Parrott attended St. Timothy Community Church. Brother Parrott attended Indi-
ana University in Bloomington, Indiana and Indiana University in Gary, Indiana where he 
received a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Sociology in 1981. Brother Parrott worked for 
AT&T for 33 years. 

Brother Parrott is survived by his devoted wife Saundra, his daughter Angelique, his 
brother Marvin (Alice), his sister Sandra, his father- in- law Adolph Hicks,  sister in laws 
Linda Creach, Cynthia (Norman) Thomas, Tina (Dwayne) Patrick, Regina Hicks and Alisha 
(Billy) Fields, daughter Lakeisha Holden and sons Anthony and James (Kimberly) Holden.

   Bro. Monroe parrott   

          Bro. lonnie cleMMons

BROTHER MONROE PARROTT

Jerry Daniel “Danny” McCord, III was born on February 25, 1948 
to the late Jerry, II and Lina McCord. Though he was born in 
Atlanta, GA, he and his family moved to Nashville, TN when he 
was six. Danny was a son, a father, and a man who would touch 
the lives of many far and wide.

 Danny attended public schools in Nashville and grad-
uated from Pearl Sr. High School in 1966. He, then, earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from 
Tennessee State University.

 As a father, he was blessed to have two sons that he 
was proud to talk about to anyone who would listen. As they 
grew up, he was happy to be their soccer coach, though they 
sometimes balked at his personal attention also known as 
“Tough Love.” He always imparted his wisdom and stressed 
the importance of planning your work and working your plan. 
He always let them know that he would always be there and 
would do anything for them.  He also had several “adopted” 
sons and daughters that he loved and mentored at every op-
portunity. 

 A husband that exemplified love of a good woman, 
Danny married Kathleen Collier on June 30, 1970 in Nashville 
and loved her to his last days on this earth. He loved singing 
to her and frustrating the English teacher by creating his own 
words. He knew that he had the perfect soul mate with whom 
to live a wonderful life and to help raise a strong and caring 
family.

 Danny was a consummate salesman and he earned 
many post graduate credits by taking related course work. He 
worked for several top companies such as Clairol, Inc., John-
son & Johnson, Verizon Wireless, and Public Service Indiana 
(Duke Energy). Danny was also an entrepreneur owning his 
own business, for a while, called Pit Pros, in the car industry. 
His charismatic charm and enthusiasm for sales always helped 
him to be the best in any career that he chose. His work ethic 
and spirit was a true model for his sons as they have followed 
in his footsteps owning their own businesses.

 With his love of meeting new people and encouraging 
his family and friends, Danny created a life that included civic 
and social activities. He was President of the Metro Action Plan-
ning Committee, which worked on improving various under-
developed areas in Indianapolis. He served as Vice President 
of the Devington Neighborhood Association that worked on 
bringing in new businesses to an area that had been neglect-
ed for years. He also served as the Vice President of the TSU 
Alumni Association, where he served on several committees 
to raise awareness of the institution and scholarship monies 
for students.
 

 He also held membership in Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, served 
as a Board member for the Circle City Classic Committee, 500 
Festival Parade Committee and the NAACP. His proudest affil-
iation came in 1969 when he was initiated into Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., “Mighty” Rho Psi Chapter (Miraculous 44). 

He continued to support his home chapter working diligent-
ly with the Rho Psi Alumni Chapter, helping to raise funds for 
their monument and scholarship efforts. As a life member of 
the fraternity, Danny held several positions while serving at 
Zeta Phi Chapter here in Indianapolis. He was a State Repre-
sentative, Grand Marshall, Basileus, and Reclamation Chair. 
During his many years of service, he received several awards 
and honors such as Omega Man of the Year, three times, 40 
years of Devotion and Service Award, at the 76th Grand Con-
clave, and leadership awards from the 10th District.

 He leaves to cherish fond memories, a devoted wife, 
Katheleen (Collier) McCord; two accomplished sons, Jerry, IV 
also known as “D.J.” (Bridget and daughter Lauren), William 
McCord known as Tony; his adoring sister, Cheryl McCord-Ack-
lin and her two daughters, Skyler (her son Kylen) and Camryn 
McCord-Acklin. He was also blessed with an abundance of ex-
tended families and true friends that he loved.

Bro. Jerry D. MccorD, iii 

Brother Lonnie Clemmons, Jr. was born on August 11, 1965. Brother Clemmons was 
an active member of Rho Gamma Gamma chapter in which he served on many com-
mittees throughout his Omega career. Brother Clemmons daprted this life on 
August 22, 2018 at the tender age of 53 years. 
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