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A Message from the DDPR
Greetings Brothers of the Talented Tenth District,
I am honored to have served the brotherhood as your Tenth District Director of Public Relations
for a second consecutive term. My goal from the beginning has been to continue to shine a
positive light on the work and impact that Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has in the community. We’ve
accomplished this goal with a strong team of talented brothers committed to this cause.
The Que-mmunicator continues to shine throughout the Tenth District and the Fraternity. This biannual publication is an excellent representation of the accomplishments of chapters throughout
the District. This issue highlights Virtual Founders Day events, Achievement Week activities, Voter
Registration and Mobilization events as well as black history stories. Additionally, we have added
several profiles of brother doing great work in the community. Please continue to support this
publication by sharing your stories, chapter accomplishments, and brothers’ accomplishments
within the chapters. As the nation slowly begins to reopen, we anticipate more activity and more
stories from the Tenth District chapters. I’ve created a 10th District Article Submission Template
to simplify the submission process.
The Tenth District has been represented well in the Oracle, with various articles from chapter
milestones to Omega men making a difference in the community. This recognition is a direct result
of the chapter reporters’ hard work. Although activity is down due to COVID-19, I encourage the
brotherhood to continue to submit quality articles.
We have added Dr. Walter Burt (Iota Pi Chapter) and Brother Maceo Rainey (Rho Gamma
Gamma Chapter) as content editors. They join Bro. Farhan Coleman (Omicron Beta – Central
Michigan University) undergraduate content editor, and Bro. Brandon White (Tau Kappa Kappa
Chapter), magazine design layout specialist. These brothers have worked hard on editing articles
and helping prepare the Que-mmunicator. My goal is to add to this team. If you are interested,
please contact me at 10thDistrictDPR@oppf.org.
This team of well qualified brothers will continue to spotlight the great work our brothers are
doing across the Tenth District. I encourage all chapters to continue to share your powerful
stories, and allow the 10th District Public Relations Team to bring them to life.

Fraternally,

Fred J. Saffold 111

Bro. Fred J. Saffold, III
Tenth District Director of Public Relations
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District Representatives
1933-Present

Name
Bro. Francis M. Dent
Bro. George A. Isabell
Bro. Charles E. Harry III
Bro. Corneff R. Taylor
Bro. Cary D. Jacobs
Bro. Chester Smith
Bro. G Stevens Marchman
Bro. A.M. Butler
Bro. Thomas E. Watson
Bro. Abraham Ulmer Jr.
Bro. Charles E. Johnson
Bro. Leo M. Zinn
Bro. James S. Mullin
Bro. Wilfred Anderson
Bro. Danny Thomas
(Undergraduate)
Bro. Frederick Birth
Bro. Burnel E. Coulon
Bro. Owsley G. Spiller
Bro. Abraham L. Reynolds
Bro. John S. Epps
Bro. Leonard D. Law Jr.
Bro. Johnnie D. Washington
Bro. Lawrence E. Moon
Bro. Vernon G. Smith
Bro. Ronald J. Hughes
Bro. Larry B. Boyd
Bro. Charles Bruce
Bro. Dwight Pointer
Bro. Kurmmell W. Knox, Esq.
Bro. Glenn Mathews
Bro. Climent Edmond Jr.
Bro. Johnny Lynch
Bro. Walt Buckhanan
Bro. Arnold Simmons
Bro. Hon. Steven Watkins
Bro. Darryl Jones

Bro. Derrick Ivory
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Chapter
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Epsilon Rho/St. Paul, MN
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Sigma Upsilon/Lansing, MI
Omicron Theta/Carbondale, IL

Year(s)
1933-1934
1934-1936
1936-1939
1939-1942
1942-1945
1945-1948
1948-1951
1951-1954
1954-1956
1956-1958
1958-1962
1962-1965
1965-1968
1968-1970
1970-1971

Nu Chi/East St. Louis, IL
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Tau Upsilon/Carbondale, IL
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Omega Nu/Springfield, IL
Omicron Rho/Flint, MI
Alpha Chi/Gary, IN
Sigma Omega/Chicago, IL
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Nu Chi/East St. Louis, IL
Alpha Kappa Kappa/Gary, IN
Tau Kappa Kappa/Southfield, MI
Kappa Phi/Milwaukee, WI
Mu Xi/Glen Ellyn, IL
Zeta Phi/Indianapolis, IN
Kappa Phi/Milwaukee, WI
Nu Omega/Detroit, MI
Rho Gamma Gamma/Chicago, IL
Tau Kappa
Kappa /Kappa
Southfield, MI
Tau Kappa

1971-1972
1972-1976
1976-1979
1979-1982
1982-1985
1985-1987
1987-1989
1989-1990
1990-1993
1993-1996
1996-1999
1999-2001
2001-2004
2004-2006
2006-2008
2008-2010
2010-2012
2012-2012
2012-2013
2013-2016
2016-2019
2016-Present

Nu Chi/ East St. Louis, IL

2019-Present
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Bro. Derrick Ivory
37th Tenth District Representative

Bro. Sean T. Long
1st Vice Tenth District Representative

10th District Officers
PAGE 5

TENTH D

10th District Officers

Bro. Nigel Ar-Rahmaan
2nd Vice Tenth District Representative

Bro. Melvin Thomas
10th District Keeper of Finance
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Bro. Marquis D.P. Sagnia
10th District Keeper of Records and Seal

Bro. Richard Jones Sr.
10th District Counselor
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Bro. Fred J. Saffold, III
10th District Director of Public Relations

Bro. Steven G. Watkins, Jr.
10th District Marshal

Bro. Rev. Richard Keller
10th District Chaplain

Bro. Darryl L. Jones
Immediate Past 10th District Representative
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37th Tenth District Representative

SOCIAL ACTION THROUGH COMRADESHIP
Why Comradeship? Comradeship is a relationship that holds the

discipline and unity necessary for successful collective action. It is the
essence of what Omega is built on. Omega men share a friendship based
on doing the same work; for the same ideals; for the same purpose.
Why Take Social Action? Taking social action and being an active member
of your community is important because as humans, each of us are
a microcosm that contributes to the bigger picture (society). It is our
responsibility to change living conditions if we feel mistreated.
Social action meets comradeship.
Social action, by its nature, is often practiced by those who either
traditionally have little power in society – the poor, minorities, or people
with disabilities, but it may also be used by any group that feels its concerns
Bro. Derrick Ivory
are being ignored. By working together using comradeship, members of
these groups can exercise power collectively because of their numbers,
using the media, their votes, boycotts, and other types of social, political, and economic pressure to convince
those in power to rethink their positions.
Yes, there are some negative effects of perceived comradeship in our community, especially when laws are
broken. For instance, when a group of individuals decide to move beyond peaceful demonstrations to protest
violently and intentionally commit crimes/break laws and harm people or property. They might do so because
they are protesting the law itself, or because they want to make the strongest statement possible about an issue.
You must ask yourself; is this wrong? Social action can sometimes be confrontational and combative. It can even
be dangerous at times, as evidenced in the many bloody beatings at the hands of mobs and police experienced
by Civil Rights marchers and organizers in the 1960’s. I believe community organizing using unification and
comradeship is a process by which people are brought together for a common goal with a positive agenda.
When organized properly internal comradeship is formed for the long term greater good. Comrade relationships
enhance public relationships; additionally, it allows for leveraging issues that generally would be picked apart
without unification. Omega is a sublime organization; we stand never abandoning a cause. Omega Psi Phi has
leveraged its power in political and social action; we’ve stood for issues and used our power which is based on
brotherhood to move issues forward.
As I close, I implore you to choose a cause for social action. Be proud of your stance; bring your FRIENDS; lead
by example; and change the world one issue at a time. Brothers be thoughtful in your approach always.
Long live the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity!
Fraternally,

Derrick Ivory
Bro. Derrick Ivory
37th Tenth District Representative
PAGE 8

QUEMMUNICATOR

10TH DISTRICT BROTHERS
BROTHERS OF THE TENTH DISTRICT BRING FRESH WATER TO GHANA

The Brotherhood in the “Talented” Tenth District has fully sponsored two Boreholes in Ghana, Africa. The first

Borehole, located in the Village of Ankaful Saltpond, delivers fresh water directly to the village. Villagers were
required to travel miles to access freshwater for their most basic needs before donating the new Borehole. The
people of Ankaful Saltpond are thankful to the brothers for the life-changing donation. The second Borehole
donated by the Tenth District, brings fresh water to the community of Otibu.
The Brothers of the Talented Tenth District have made a tremendous impact on these community’s for years to
come by helping them access clean water. The Tenth District Executive Council thanks each chapter and each
brother for your financial contributions to this worthy project.
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Virtual Revial

The Tenth District commenced this Year of Our Lord 2021, on a footing of faith in the forefront of all our kindred
affections, commitments, goals, and initiatives as we launched our Inaugural Tenth District Virtual Revival via
Facebook and YouTube (still available). In times like these we needed to come together to encourage one
another, Brothers, families, and friends, as we wrestle not just with flesh and blood but against powers and
principalities and spiritual wickedness in high places in our current climate. Following a year of pandemonium
amidst the pandemic, we determined not to let Omega’s light of hope flicker as it shines amid despair. It was
paramount that we enter this year with a spirit of reflection, restoration, and revival. “Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalms 119:105).

The Talented Tenth District of Omega answers the Clarion Call as six (6) of our Brother Clergy traversed the
travails, travesties, trails, and tribulations of our people in these yet to be the United States of America with
messages of hope as they boldly proclaimed the Gospel and enriched our souls from our theme:
“PRAYER, PERSEVERANCE, & POWER!”
For three (3) consecutive nights, these “Sons of Thunder,” two each night, rendered prolific preaching supported
by the Omega Band, directed by Bro. Vince Davis (Rho Mu Mu); Bros. Nick Henton and Jermaine Davis (Rho Mu
Mu), Bro. Jamal Davis (Epsilon Eta) and Bro. Dudley Owens (Rho Gamma Gamma). Bro. Rev. Dr. Aaron McLeod,
Pastor of the Gorham United Methodist Church, Chicago, IL, and his media ministry was the ultimate host as he
provided his church as the venue for recording the Virtual Revival for which we are eternally grateful.
The fraternal and spiritual fellowship experienced is reflective of that favorite hymn of the Church: “What a
Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” as our Grand Chaplains, both present and past, participated in this Inaugural
Revival: Bro. Rev. Dr. Walter T. Richardson, Grand Chaplain; Bro. Bishop Staccato Powell, Immediate Past Grand
Chaplain, and Bro. Rev. Dr. Christopher T. Curry, Past Grand Chaplain, and the following Brothers Preached:
Day 1
Bro. Rev. Jonathan Tennial M.Div. (Chi Lambda Lambda) “What’s in Your Pot”
Bro. Rev. Rick Jones, Esq. (Gamma Gamma Gamma) “Faith that Looks Forward”
Day 2
Bro. Rev. Marcus K. Hillie, M.Div. (Nu Omega) “A Talk with The Father”
Bro. Rev. Dr. Aaron J. McLeod, Esq. (Rho Mu Mu) “What is the Value of Your Life’s Work”
Day 3
Bro. Rev. Leverette Bryant M. Div. (Iota) “It’s Not As Bad As It Seems”
Bro. Rev. Dennis M. Oglesby, Jr. M. Div. (Theta Kappa Kappa) “In The Name of Jesus”
Our souls were uplifted as these Preachers poured out the Gospel that God supplanted in them. Psalm 133
becomes crystal clear when we come together in that atmosphere for “such a time as this”. We thank The Divine
for each of their gifts, time, and tenacity, as they made The Word come alive! What a glorious time all had in The
Lord! To God Be Glory!
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SIGMA OMEGA

Bro. Judge William Hooks
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SIGMA OMEGA

JUDGE WILLIAM HOOKS:
SHOWING THE BRAVERY THAT EXEMPLIFIES OMEGA!
On October 2, 2020, one of Omega’s sons quietly stood up for justice in a Cook County courtroom. In that

courtroom, a man was officially declared innocent after serving more than three decades behind bars accused of
murdering a Chicago police officer. Jackie Wilson’s lawyers proved not only that he was framed, but he was also
tortured for the shooting of a police officer., shooting his brother committed in 1982. The presiding judge, Judge
William Hooks, with over a decade of serving on the Cook County Judicial Circuit Court, would hear 30 years’
worth of evidence from Cook County prosecutors on Jackie Wilson. In 2018 Judge Hooks granted Jackie Wilson a
new trial because he had been tortured into a confession by a special unit within the Chicago Police Department.
Since Wilson’s first appeal in 1989, Cook County prosecutors have argued that there was a central witness in the
case who testified Wilson confessed to the police officer’s slaying. This witness was widely known as a fraud and
a con. It was not until the third retrial for Wilson in October of 2020 that the case fell apart after a Cook County
prosecutor allegedly lied on the stand.
Judge Hooks’ judicial integrity and fraternal integrity walked in harmony and sent forth a resounding message
throughout the community of jurisprudence. This warm and harmonious statement echoed throughout the
historically misrepresented and underrepresented communities of America. Judge Hooks stood firm as a judge
and he stood strong as a Black man, compromising neither profession nor humanity. Judge Hooks is in line
with the tradition of great legal minds that have served and emerged out of the Sigma Omega Chapter from
the last decade. The late great Judge Garnett of Sigma Omega was a highly respected figure in the Chicagoland
Jurisprudence community in the late ’80s and early ‘90s.
Brother Hooks was initiated in Spring 2011 through Sigma Omega Chapter. He is a retired Marine Corps’
Lieutenant Colonel. His legal experience spans more than a quarter century. Brother Hooks has served as an
intelligence officer, law school adjunct professor, prosecutor, judge advocate, civil litigator, Cook County Special
State’s Attorney, and Criminal Defense Counsel. Hooks has defended persons and/or companies facing grand
jury investigations, felonies, and misdemeanors in the state and federal courts involving a myriad of charges
ranging from street crimes to a full array of white-collar, blue-collar, and no collar matters. Judge Hooks received
his A.A. in Law Enforcement from Loop College, now Harold Washington College in 1973, his B.A. in Sociology
with a concentration in Criminal Justice from DePaul University in 1975, and his J.D. from Illinois Institute of
Technology, Chicago-Kent College of Law in 1981. Hooks was the first African American president of Chicago’s
Federal Bar Association and is a past president of the Cook County Bar Association, the oldest African American
Bar Association in America.
We acknowledge and thank our Fraternity Brother, Judge Hooks, for standing up for righteousness as a Black
man, a Judge, and an Omega Man.

Submitted By: Bro. Wade Watson
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EPSILON RHO
IN THE WAKE OF THE GEORGE FLOYD UPRISING

The Black Lives Matter movement has changed the country and shifted conversations about police, social justice
and structural racism. Nowhere is the impact as great as it is for Black families, especially those with children. On
May 25, 2020, George Floyd a 46-year-old Black man was killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota for allegedly using a
counterfeit bill, by four former Minneapolis, Minnesota Police Officers. Each of which was charged with George
Floyd’s death. The following days, not only Minneapolis, but the entire world was in a turmoil.
The protests were initially peaceful, but later there was vandalism of businesses, fires set, and the destruction
of property without any moral restraints. The arear of North Minneapolis was hit hard in the uprising. The
destruction spread to more than 100 businesses. Many of them, like Target, and various locally owned shops that
were already flat on their backs from the economic fallout from COVID-19. And there were significant barriers
to some businesses getting back on their feet. The Brothers of Epsilon Rho engaged this situation with intense
immersion and gave the community its unwavering service to help the various communities in need.
There were various opportunities to support the community in Minneapolis, Saint Paul, and Golden Valley just to
name a few. Starting in the month of May, the Epsilon Rho Chapter volunteered at various community outreach
PAGE 14
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events organized by Black Lives Matter, NPHC of Minneapolis, the
NAACP and various other non-profit organizations. The Brothers
of the Epsilon Rho Chapter toiled day and night to assist with the
clean up and services need to uplift the community. One organizer
mentioned, “It’s good to see men out here that really cares about
serving the community”. Parents of young men also requested, if
Epsilon Rho members would talk with their sons about the unrest
and how important having an education can be.
On November 7, 2020, The Brothers of Epsilon Rho engaged the community once again, in the wake of George’s
Floyd death. To commemorate the life of George Floyd, the Brothers of Epsilon Rho visited the memorial of
where Mr. Floyd lost his life. The Brothers engaged the community with acts of love and support, as well as
patronizing Black owned business. The Brothers of Epsilon Rho are not hesitant when it comes to serving the
community and making Omega’s presence known. The Epsilon Rho Chapter continues being the “Star of The
North”, in the Talented 10th District, of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
On Tuesday, October 20, 2021, former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin was found guilty of seconddegree murder, third-degree murder, and manslaughter for his role in the murder of Mr. George Floyd. The other
defendants in the matter are due to face trial later this year on aiding-and-abetting charges. The brothers of
Epsilon Rho will continue to do everything within our power to ensure justice.
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GAMMA GAMMA GAMMA
VOTER REGISTRATION, EDUCATION AND MOBILIZATION

Gamma Gamma Gamma Chapter has been on a mission to dismantle and disrupt America’s long history of

disenfranchising its black citizens. In Madison Wisconsin, Omega Men have led the charge to educate, register,
and mobilize the black community to participate in our democratic system during this global pandemic and
critical election cycle. We have led by example and we have empowered the black community as well. Omega
Men from Gamma Gamma Gamma Chapter worked with the City of Madison, Urban League, and the League
of Women Voters to participate in both face-to-face and online voter registration and education events. We
targeted black neighborhoods and college students who have historically been underrepresented as registered
voters. 100% of Brothers in Gamma Gamma Gamma Chapter voted in the most recent election and shared their
commitment to vote on social media. Brothers also committed to register and mobilize all eligible voters in their
personal and professional networks. In total the Brothers were personally ensuring over 500 people voted. The
Political Action Committee coordinated with various local organizations to share with Brothers and the community at-large information about the issues and political races that matter to the black community. Furthermore,
the Chapter volunteered as poll workers during the most recent election to help manage the heavy onslaught of
absentee ballots. In 2020, Gamma Gamma Gamma Chapter worked tirelessly to ensure that every eligible black
citizen would be able to exercise their political voice.
Submitted By: Bro. Muhammad Shehata
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PHI MU NU
VOTE FOR CHANGE

“SAY THEIR NAME!”
The brothers of the Formidable Phi Mu

Nu Chapter out of Fishers, Indiana, organized efforts to work the polls for Election Day.
During these unprecedented times, the
brothers of Phi Mu Nu still wanted to
set the example and do our part for our
surrounding community. The men of our
chapter went out to vote, worked the
polls in various locations, and served as
poll watchers to protect brothers and sisters as they exercised their right to vote.
Bro. Harry Mimms, Bro. Walt Brandon & Bro. Delbert Mimms
Being one of the most critical elections
of this current generation, we decided to
promote the importance surrounding the right to vote. During these times, as the world is engulfed in the shadows of the pandemic: COVID-19, there’s discomfort and uncertainty of how society will continue to progress.
Knowing these hardships at hand, we took advantage and put together a video and shared it on multiple social
media platforms.
The message of this video is to identify and state the names of African Americans whose lives were tragically
taken by police brutality. As of recent past, “say their name” has been a strong message to memorialize those
whose lives have been taken from us. The message allows us to remember the importance and need for change
in this country. It has to begin with getting the appropriate people in political positions that can orchestrate
these changes. We saw this as a compelling opportunity to address the community and emphasize the importance of human rights and equality. Brother Ben Crump stated in a CNN interview, “If we don’t have the systemic
reform that this moment in The America of 2020 is crying out for, then we are going to continue to see hashtag
after hashtag, protest after protest, and cities burning all across The America 2020”. The Brothers of Pi Mu Nu
Chapter stand in agreement with Brother Benjamin Crump as we challenge legislation by reshaping the norms
of civil rights and Black America.

Submitted By: Bro.Theron Wilson
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SIGMA
CHARLES DREW BLOOD DRIVE

The Brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Sigma Chapter, hosted their annual Charles Drew Blood Drive on the

campus of Michigan State University on Wednesday, March 3, 2021. The Brothers of Sigma Chapter partnered
with the American Red Cross to collect over 25 pints of blood throughout the day. Brother Ryan Thomas, Basileus
of Sigma Chapter, stated, “this was a great event, as it was one of the first events on campus since the pandemic.
We were able to get a lot of participation from the campus and the community.” Sigma chapter holds this
mandated event annually, and this year was special, as the event marked the 60th anniversary of the chapter
being on the campus of Michigan State University. “This was a special day for us, and we were excited to provide
this much-needed service to our campus community,” said Brother Thomas. According to Bro. Anthony Hines Jr.,
“it feels good to see people come out and participate in a worthy cause.” During the blood drive, the brothers of
Sigma Chapter made sure that people were following CDC guidelines while on campus, handled check-ins, and
even donated blood themselves. Brother Hines went on the say, “while the country is getting itself back together
due to the pandemic, I feel like it is also our responsibility as Omega Men to provide assistance wherever it is
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RHO SIGMA / UPSILON KAPPA KAPPA

THE RHO SIGMA CHAPTER, PURDUE UNIVERSITY, AND UPSILON
KAPPA KAPPA CHAPTER, LAFAYETTE, INDIANA

The Rho Sigma Chapter, Purdue University, and Upsilon Kappa Kappa Chapter, Lafayette, Indiana, of Omega Psi

Phi Fraternity, Inc., held their annual Achievement Week activities in which the 6th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Give-Away took place on November 21, 2020. Servicing Purdue University and the Greater Lafayette metropolitan area together for over 20 years, the chapters have impacted the lives of both young and old residents. Omega’s imprint in the Lafayette/West Lafayette area is sustained through philanthropic activities such as this event
and contributions to the campus and professional community.
This particular endeavor started six years ago is focused on the downtrodden, marginalized, and victimized populace of the city. The formation of a continuous partnership with the YWCA of Greater Lafayette yields a positive
impact on the lives of the families housed in the emergency shelter. This particular shelter provides continuous
case management to help victims with employment, housing, financial resources, childcare, counseling, and
other human services. The holiday season is a tough time of year to deal with traumatic experiences. During this
time of year, the food and supplies donated give the temporary residents a sense of home during a very trying
time. Over the past 6 years, the chapters have help service over 100 individuals and their families. This year,
stricken by COVID-19, enduring domestic violence on top of the stressors of a pandemic has left many families
in need of comfort, and the brothers are answering the call in the community.
Basileus Arin Stallworth, YKK, and Basileus Kris Marshall, Rho Sigma, lead the charge for both chapters with the
goal of collaboration and intentional service. Service with a purpose and accountability are the directives for this
year. The chapters’ focus is to continue the growth of members and the quality of mandated programs. In doing
so, each chapter’s administration focuses on improving internal processes that will lead to serving more families
throughout the year and double contribution amounts in the year 2021. This goal will be obtained through the
dedication and perseverance of brothers in both chapters and, in turn, uplift both chapters and the community
in which they serve.
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ALPHA CHI
ALPHA CHI ACHIEVEMENT WEEK BANQUET

This year the Alpha Chi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated hosted its inaugural virtual

Achievement Week Banquet. The Achievement Week Banquet, spearheaded by Social Action Chairman Brother
Daryl E. James, brought about a new era in Omega due to COVID-19 restrictions. Brothers were given the unique
opportunity to fellowship together using the ZOOM platform, which allowed guests to virtually join-in and share
the excitement of this year’s event.

BROTHER DARRELL G. COMER, SR.

Alpha Chi Chapter’s 2020 Omega Man Of The Year Winner: for over
three decades, this Brother has remained steadfast in his commitment
to Omega. Presently, Brother Comer serves as Alpha Chi Chapter’s
Vice Basileus. On the District level, he serves as one of Indiana’s State
Representatives.

BROTHER BASILEUS NATHANIEL SHAW, J.R.

Retains Office as the first “5 Time” Basileus in the 67-year history of
Alpha Chi Chapter. Brother Shaw’s efforts lead to Alpha Chi Chapter being
named the first-ever Greek-Lettered Organization to join Gary’s Chamber
of Commerce.

Charles “Charlie” Bruce.

Brother Bruce joined the Fraternity through Rho Sigma Chapter in 1969.
As a Life Member, his fraternal resume includes a variety of leadership
positions: Tenth District Representative (1999 – 2001), Grand Keeper of
Records and Seal (2006 – 2008), to name a few. Brother Bruce’s riveting
speech was inspirational as he described the “ingredients” needed to
create the perfect Chapter.
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Bro. Gregory B. Lewis

Emceed this year’s banquet and was instrumental in creating Alpha Chi’s first
virtual Achievement Week Awards Banquet. The Committee members that
contributed to this historical event were: Committee Chairman Daryl E. James,
Bro. Gregory B. Lewis, Bro. Scott G.T. Sloan and Bro. Lloyd Fisher.

BROTHER REV. CURTIS WHITTAKER, SR.

Alpha Chi Chapter’s 2020 Citizen of the Year Award Winner: is the owner of
Whittaker and Company, PLLC Accounting and Consulting Firm with offices in
Gary, Indiana, and Chicago, Illinois. Brother Whittaker also serves as Senior
Pastor at Progressive Community Church. His efforts lead to the creation of a
regional garden to help feed families throughout Northwest Indiana.

BROTHER HENRY L. JONES

Alpha Chi Chapter’s 2020 Founder’s Lifetime Achievement Award Winner: will
be celebrating 62 years of enthusiastic Community Service with Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Incorporated in December of 2020. He is the model of consistency
within the Chapter and the Tenth District. Brother Jones currently serves as
Alpha Chi’s Chapter Historian.

BROTHER SCOTT G.T. SLOAN

Alpha Chi Chapter’s 2020 Edgar A. Harrison Superior Service Award Winner: is
an entrepreneur, lecturer, and author in the Gary community. As the Keeper
of Records and Seal for Alpha Chi Chapter, he has shown exemplary efforts in
fulfilling his position. His innovative technical support for the Chapter helped to
create the Chapter’s first virtual banquet.

Alpha Chi Chapter would like to congratulate the newly confirmed Members of
the Spring 2020 MSP Line. Welcome to the Fraternity: Bro. Jay Johnson, Bro.
Tyrone Sheriff and Bro Richard Leverett!
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NU CHI
PI
NU CHI CHAPTER

65TH ANNIVERSARY ACHIEVEMENT WEEK

Thomas Hood
Omega Man of the Year

Ben Trotter
Lifetime Achievement

George McClellan
Superior Service Award

Crawford Wilson
EE Just Advisor of the Year

The brothers of Nu Chi Chapter, East St. Louis, IL, proudly commemorated their 65th Chapter Anniversary during

their annual Achievement Week celebration. The festivities were dedicated to their only surviving Founder,
Brother Raymond Paradise, Nu Chi 1955. Due to the Pandemic, events were modified to incorporate safety
precautions, including the Chapter’s first-ever Virtual Founders Banquet. Though challenged by circumstances,
Achievement Week Committee Chair Brother Al Keeler and his team planned and executed an impressive series
of events to celebrate Nu Chi 65 while honoring the Founders. The Committee’s planning was challenged by
Covid-19 and rapidly changing State restrictions, but the Brothers persevered. The decision was made to do
virtual events whenever possible to include a hybrid Virtual Banquet with both pre-recorded and live content.
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The week began on Sunday, November 15, with
a virtual Bishop Edgar A. Love Worship Event.
Brother Chaplain Thomas Hood and his Chaplain’s
Committee put together an impressive worship
service at Chapter Brother and Pastor Kevin James’
church home. The service was broadcast over the
Zoom platform.
The week continued on Wednesday, November
18, with a virtual Nu Chi Chapter 65 fellowship
celebration over Zoom. Basileus George McClellan
and Basileus-Elect Quinton Bellamy were the hosts
for an uplifting Chapter celebration.
Thursday and Friday, November 19 – 20, were dedicated to community service as the Chapter partnered with the
local Red Cross in Fairview Height, IL, to sponsor a Charles Drew Blood Drive. The brothers and others donated
blood and platelets while also sharing the history-making exploits of Brother Dr. Charles Drew.
Nu Chi’s Achievement Week 65 ended in style on Saturday, November 21. The morning began with a virtual
gathering of the Chapter’s Project Manhood youth group. The group heard, via Zoom, an uplifting address from
the 10th District Representative, Brother Derek (Deek) Ivory, who discussed ways that the young men can address
social change in their community. Later that afternoon, Nu Chi’s Achievement Week culminated with their 65th
Anniversary Founders Banquet. The Keynote address was delivered live via Zoom by District Representative
Ivory. He delivered a stirring speech centered around Omega’s leadership role in the community to impact social
change.
Achievement Awards were presented and photographed in advance, with photos broadcast later during the
Virtual Banquet. Awards included a special gift presentation to Founder Raymond Paradise, Nu Chi 1955; 1st
Place Essay Contest winner Ms. Bellamy; Brother Chaplain Thomas Hood - Omega Man of the Year; Brother Ben
Trotter - Founders Lifetime Achievement Award; Superior Service Award - outgoing Basileus George McClellan;
Colonel Charles Young Military Award - Brother Chaplain Lt. Colonel Kenneth Johnson; Paradise New Initiate
Award - Brothers Raphael Jones and Albert Harper; Earnest E. Just Advisor of the Year - Brother and Reverend
Crawford Wilson; Citizen of the Year - Ms. Michelle Tucker, President, and CEO of United Way of Metropolitan
St. Louis.
The Committee had an excellent plan to keep participants safe while delivering a memorable Founders Banquet.
The content was collected in advance to include photos of award winners; videotaping a Founders Tribute,
capturing acceptance speeches; and taping the Swearing-in Ceremony for New Officers. The Committee secured
a small conference room as their Broadcast Headquarters at the local Sheraton Four Pointes. A small cadre of
Tech Team, Committee Members, Videographer, and Speakers convened at the hotel on game day to execute
every event. The Tech Team set up an internet hub to broadcast both live speeches and recorded content via
Zoom to over 100 virtual attendees. All agenda items and events were completed successfully despite the many
challenges.
Nu Chi’s 65th Anniversary Achievement Week celebration was a resounding success and a fitting tribute to a
proud Chapter with eight straight District Large Chapter of the Year Awards and 2 International Chapter of the
Year Awards.
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OMICRON ALPHA ALPHA
ACHIEVEMENT WEEK
community during a Drive-Thru Food Distribution, in
partnership with Trinity Church Pontiac (led by Omega
Man Dr. John Tolbert). Thursday evening, we held a
zoom seminar with the Divine Nine sororities: Topic,
“Protecting Black Women.” Every Divine Nine sorority
was represented in this meeting. The dialogue centered
on how we can better uplift, protect and appreciate
black women.
Friday, we held a zoom discussion with the entire
Divine Nine (fraternities and sororities). The topic of
discussion centered on how we, as a collective, can
OVID-19 has forced us to have a new normal. As serve and uplift our communities because we can do
Omega Men, we persevere and use ingenuity. We more collectively.
used the aforementioned to have the most productive
Achievement Week to date, all while adhering to state- Saturday, we held a zoom Reclamation cooking class
led by Master Chef Brother Frankie Brooks. Not only did
mandated Covid-19 guidelines.
brothers get a great cooking class as a chapter, but we
Monday, The week started with virtual Monday Night were also able to reclaim six brothers. After breakfast,
Football, and the chapter had an opportunity to chapter brothers met up to fellowship and take chapter
pictures. After finishing up with picture day, we held
fellowship with one another safely.
our suit drive, where we had over 100 suits available
On Founder’s Day, brothers held a zoom seminar to give away.

C

entitled, “Dispelling Black Male Images Through
Achievement.” It was a panel discussion discussing the
negative black male images we see and how we can
encourage one another and create a new narrative.
This zoom meeting was open to any male (fraternity or
not) with kids, particularly those with sons.

Wednesday, the chapter held a zoom seminar with the
Divine 9 Fraternities. The topic of this discussion was
“Discussion social injustice and fraternities’ response
to it.” Here we brainstormed and exchanged ideas on
how we would address social injustice as a collective.
Thursday, the chapter provided food for the Pontiac
Submitted By: Bro. Darrin Meaders
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Sunday, Achievement Week closed with us having a
virtual church service with Omega Man Rev. Brandon
Clark at Abyssinian Worship Church. Despite all the
challenges that this new normal has brought, 2020
Achievement Week was a success. Not only were we
able to fellowship, but we were also able to partner
with other Divine Nine Fraternities and Sororities and
exchange ideas on how we as a collective can best
serve our communities. Each meeting, we walked away
with executable ideas.

QUEMMUNICATOR

GAMMA GAMMA GAMMA
ACHIEVEMENT WEEK

2020 Achievement Week has been unlike any other. In
the midst of social unrest and a pandemic of COVID-19,
the Brothers of Gamma Gamma Gamma chapter had to
rethink how the chapter would celebrate our founders.
On Sunday, November 15th, Brothers joined Pastor
David Hart and the Sherman Avenue United Methodist
Church for Morning Worship to kick off Achievement
week. Pastor Hart’s sermon encouraged viewers to look
past temporary circumstances and current hardships and
understand the blessing God has manifested in your life.
On Monday, the Brother’s hosted a Pampered Chef event
with Melanie Calhoun. Calhoun showed step-by-step
instructions on how to fry chicken wings with an air fryer.
The health benefits of this style of cooking were amazing.
On November 17th, Brothers fellowshipped virtually
before the International Founders Day Banquet at
19:11. Brothers were amazed at the powerful virtual
presentation put on by the Supreme Council. The
message of perseverance and courage was well received.
Bro. Everett Mitchell led Gamma Gamma Gamma in
Men’s Bible study on November 18th. His lesson focused
on enhancing strengths to be men for the community
The safe space was therapeutic for viewers as they were
required to look at themselves introspectively.

On Thursday, the chapter hosted a virtual career day for
Elementary Students from the Northside of Madison.
Students had the unique opportunity to learn about
different careers and pathways four brothers took. The
jobs included a Database Architect, Lieutenant of the
Madison Area Police Department, a Project Specialist at
JLA Architects, and an Avid Coordinator of the Madison
School District. Following this event, brothers distributed
meals to thirty families on the Northside of Madison.
On Friday, Brothers gathered together to rededicate
their allegiance pledged to Omega. Older Brothers
talked about their experience in their respective decade
of entering the Fraternity and their contribution to the
Gamma Gamma Gamma chapter. Before the dinner,
Brothers prepped food boxes and drink kits to be sent
out to all chapter members. Once brothers received their
meal, the dinner opened in prayer, and brothers began
to eat and fellowship virtually. The fellowship lasted for
hours as brothers bonded with one another.
On Saturday, the chapter hosted its Viewers danced and
grooved to the DJ’s mixes as brothers celebrated the end
of 2020’s Achievement Week.

Submitted By: Bro. Muhammad Shehata
PAGE 27

TENTH D

SIGMA OMEGA

Sigma Omega Achievement Week

On November 18, 2020, the Brothers of Sigma Omega chapter donated over 200 winter coats to the students

of Woodlawn Elementary located on the Southside of Chicago, IL. This coat drive was one of many activities
during the 2020 Achievement Week. Brother Kevin Freeman, Social Action Chairman, was instrumental in
coordinating this community service project with the principal of Woodlawn Elementary. The Sigma Omega
Brothers continued to make their presence known in the Woodlawn community on November 19th by donating
essential items to the seniors at Parkshore Estate Assisted Living Facility. Brother Calvin Toone, Achievement
Week Chairman, partnered with Brother Freeman to make this project a success. Sigma Omega’s chapter house
is located in the Woodlawn community near the location of the two service projects from Achievement Week.
As we approach our Centennial Anniversary in 2021, Sigma Omega Chapter will continue to provide outstanding
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OMICRON MU MU

Omicron Mu Mu

TURKEY GIVE AWAY TO SENIORS
On Saturday, November 21, 2020, members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Omicron Mu Mu Graduate Chapter gathered at the Wheeler House Senior Residence in Chicago for the distribution of 50 turkeys to the residents
for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

For the last three years, Omicron Mu Mu chapter has gathered to distribute turkeys to the seniors of Wheeler
House. Due to COVID-19, our full membership was not allowed to gather for distribution. This initiative is supported by donations from the membership of Omicron Mu Mu chapter. The Wheeler House Senior Residence is
located in the West Englewood community of Chicago, IL. Residents can enjoy the fabric of community living.
They also benefit from being able to have assistance dealing with day-to-day difficulties. The distribution of
turkeys to these seniors by Omicron Mu Mu chapter helps seniors on fixed incomes. These thankful residences
look forward to this distribution with great anticipation.
During these trying times of social distancing and sickness, Omicron Mu Mu chapter is thankful for the lives of
the seniors of Wheeler House, whose shoulders many of us stand on. We are also grateful for the opportunity
to serve the community of Wheeler House Senior Residence.
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IOTA
THE IOTA CHAPTER ACHIEVEMENT WEEK COMMITTEE
RECOGNIZES BRO. REV. JESSE L. JACKSON, SR.

On Founders’ Day, the Brothers of the first graduate chapter in Omega recognized Bro. Jackson’s 60 years of
service and welcomed him into the chapter. The socio-political action icon was honored by the 1st Vice Tenth
District Representative, Bro. Sean Long, not only for his tenure in Omega but also for his service to humanity.

Although bad weather and the pandemic prevented Brother Jackson from receiving his pin and certificate inperson, he was able to talk to the Brothers and guests via Zoom. Despite his struggles with Parkinson’s disease,
the Reverend humbly accepted the accolades and the surprise membership with Iota Chapter. He challenged
the members to keep their eyes on the prize. He also asked those in attendance to donate diapers for mothers
and families struggling in these challenging times.
This program was the brainchild of the Achievement Week Committee Chairman and Immediate Past Basileus,
Bro. Rick Williams. During the October chapter meeting, Bro. Williams outlined his vision of wanting to recognize
Rev. Jackson’s service and to transfer him into Iota. He informed the Brothers that it is best to give a person their
roses while they can enjoy them rather than wait until it’s too late. He also stated that Bro. Jackson is not getting
any younger, and with three other chapters in Chicago, Iota should be the one to take care of the Rev’s fraternal
needs. Brother Williams further shared that over the past several years that all of his encounters with Bro.
Jackson included stories about visiting Iota Brothers while he was pledging with Pi Psi Chapter at the University
of Illinois-Champaign in 1969. With the guiding hand of the Supreme Basileus of the Universe, all things came
together on the most auspicious day on the Omega calendar, November 17th.
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NU PI
NU PI DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER CLOTHES DONATION

In October 2020, the Men of Nu Pi Chapter focused efforts on

service and giving back to the community. On October 24, 2020,
the chapter donated clothing to the Salvation Army Ray and Joan
Kroc Corps Community Center Chicago. The Center is dedicated to
providing programs, activities, and resources for the community and
providing a space for families to come together to enjoy themselves
in a friendly environment. Also, in recognition of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, the chapter donated food & clothing to Family
Rescue Inc., as well as presented the women with flowers. Family
Rescue Inc. is dedicated to eliminating domestic violence in the
Chicago community by providing comprehensive support services
and shelter to victims of domestic violence, particularly to abused
women and their children; engaging in advocacy to promote future
system change and encouraging prevention through community
education.
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CHI LAMBDA LAMBDA
Omega Men Donate Blood:

Vital for the African American Community

On

January 18, 2021, Omega’s Chi Lambda Lambda

Graduate Chapter brothers partnered with Versiti Blood
Center in support of the blood drive in honor of Rev. Dr
Martin Luther King Jr.’s federal holiday of service. Held at
the Irwin Community Center in Homewood, Illinois, the
chapter’s Health Initiatives Committee reported the drive’s
success came with the number of blood units collected.
Over fifty people donated blood. Out of 42 units of blood,
chapter brothers donated 20 units. African American blood
donors play a vital role in helping to save the lives of other
African Americans in need of a blood transfusion. Good blood
matches are more likely if the donor and the recipient share
the same racial and/or ethnic lineage.
In face of Sickle cell disease and other health ailments
prevalent in the African American community, and
now compounded with the socioeconomic calamity of
COVID-19, the urgent need of blood donation within the
African American community cannot be overstated. Health
researchers have found that African Americans are underrepresented among regular blood donors. Dating back to
2015, Chi Lambda Lambda brothers have seen an average
of 20 blood units donated in parlance with its Annual Blood
Drive. The brothers noted that the success of its blood drives
come with its consistent community service outreach and
various social media platforms. The chapter is gearing for its
2021 Annual Blood Drive on June 26.
Submitted By: Bro. Curtis Keyes, Jr.
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ZETA PHI
CONTINUING TO FULFILL
THE COMMAND!
“For there will never cease to be poor in the land.
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide
your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the
poor, in your land.” Deuteronomy 15:11

Brother Lewis Rhone, immediate past Basileus of

The Auspicious Zeta Phi Chapter, has continuously
responded to the command of Deuteronomy 15:11
by dedicating his time and resources to the care and
well-being of some of metropolitan Indianapolis’
most vulnerable, the homeless. Brother Rhone
co-founded My Brothers Keepers Homeless
Outreach Ministry. He has partnered with other
Christians and Hoosiers throughout Indianapolis
Bro. Lewis Rhone
to provide care packages containing face cloths,
soap, toothpaste/toothbrush, deodorant, socks,
sandwiches, chips, bottled water, and either a bible or spiritual book to hand out to the homeless population.
Rhone’s primary purpose for this ministry was to provide some of the natural needs of those served while
simultaneously offering the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who would hear.
Brother Rhone continues these acts of faith and love every first Saturday of every month since birthing and
executing this ministry to serve the homeless from his home from May of 2010 through 2015. Brother Rhone
and My Brother’s Homeless Outreach Ministry has since grown from providing the homeless with essential
items into the following endeavors: employment opportunities, referrals to local churches, referrals to homeless
shelters, permanent housing opportunities, social service referrals, and mental health providers, access to
residential treatment facilities, insurance enrollment opportunities, an annual Holiday Dinner Festival, and an
Outdoor Summer Food Event.
Additionally, Brother Lewis Rhone remains a very active member of Zeta Phi Chapter, a member of several
Chapter Committees, and an advisor to the current Zeta Phi Chapter leadership.
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IOTA
HONORING FIRST RESPONDERS:
BRO. MELVIN HARGRETT
Brother Melvin T. Hargrett, Basileus of Iota
Chapter was initiated into Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity April 4, 2003. For twenty-nine years
he distinguished himself as a member of the
Chicago Police Department (CPD) from June
16th 1986 - January 15, 2015.

His very significant and glorious career reads as
follows:
Patrolman 1986-1990, School officer 1990-1991,
Tactical officer 1992-1995, Youth Investigator
1996-1998, Property Crimes Investigator 19982001, Arson Detective 2001-2004, Hostage
Negotiator 2001-2015, Explosives Technician
2003-2015, U.S. Justice Department, F.B.I. and
Federal Marshall. Brother Hargarett holds the
unique distinction of being the “First” member
of CPD (black or white) to hold the positions of
“Detective, Hostage Negotiator, and Explosives
Technician” simultaneously.
Brother Hargrett attended Bradley University
and graduated in 1982 with a Degree in Fine
Arts. He went on to complete a Master in Human
Services Administration from Spertus College in
2001. In 2014 he completed and received his
Educational Doctorate Degree in Curriculum
and Instruction from Loyola University, Chicago,
Illinois.

Bro. Melvin Hargrett

Submitted By: Bro. Eric F. Wiley
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Retired and working as a visual artist out of Moo
Art Studios, he now lives the good life with his
wife, Valarie Avery-Hargrett, two adult sons, and
nine grandchildren. Thank You for Your Service!
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OMICRON MU MU
BROTHER SHERMANN THOMAS GOES VIRAL TEACHING
HISTORY LESSONS ON TIKTOK

This Black History month, Bro. Shermann Thomas of Omicron Mu Mu chapter has been featured on the front

page of the Chicago Tribune and WGN morning news live for his canny and unique take on history. The Chicago
Tribune states, “He has a propensity for nodding at the history around him, in the city around him, in the room
at his feet.” He goes on to say, “I realize I’m not an average-looking historian, and that’s a good thing, right? I’m
an urban historian, I guess. Just trying to engage younger people in history. Maybe it’ll help.” His audience has
varied but is growing, anywhere from about 10,000 to 200,000 viewers per video. And even that’s relatively
modest on History TikTok.

Bro. Shermann Thomas

When asked what motivated him, he said… “My 8-year-old daughter,
Bayleigh, was the motivation. She wanted to learn a dance for TikTok.
She wants to get TikTok famous. I told her, look, every kid on this thing
is dancing; you have to do something distinctive. And I’ve always been
in love with history, so I said, ‘How about I give you cool Chicago facts
to say on TikTok. And you’ll have 10,000 followers before you know it!’
No, she said she wanted to dance. So to encourage her, I did one. And
people started leaving me comments to do another.” That first history
TikTok was about Jean Baptiste DuSable, the first outside settler of
Chicago.

Bro. Thomas, known as Dilla on social media apps, has made TikTok
histories on, among others, George Pullman’s contribution to tipping; the founding of Streeterville; the first
Black NFL quarterback; The creation of Black History Month; The Harlem Globetrotters Chicago origin; Harold
Chicken’s Shack; Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak; “Soul Train”; and the 1920s taxicab wars.
Bro Thomas grew up in the Auburn Gresham neighborhood of Chicago. He went to Calumet High School, just
down the street from where he lives now. He also attended Olive-Harvey Middle College. It was there his love of
history would be further fostered. Bro. Thomas is an alum of Eastern Illinois University,
where he majored in English and African American Studies.
In a city known for its violence, Bro. Thomas has gone “viral” by sticking to the cardinal
principle of Scholarship. He is hoping to engage the youth of the city of Chicago and
instill a sense of civic pride. He also wants to encourage a love of learning by exploring
cool facts from the past. The original Chicago Tribune article can be found at www.
chicagotribune.com and search tiktok star. He can be found on tiktok @6figga_dilla or
Instagram @6figga_dilla. He plans to start Chicago Mahogany Tours, a Chicago-based
tour company very soon.
Submitted By: Bro. Shermann Thomas
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UPSILON PI
UNSUNG HEROES

8
vs
80
LEGENDARY EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION AND COACHING
In these troubled times when we find our communities afflicted with police brutality, political unrest, a devastating

pandemic and economic crisis that is disproportionately impacting our communities, the unsung brothers of a
small chapter in Kalamazoo, Michigan are truly living the creed of our fraternity and making a difference we can
all be proud of and relate to. Several Brothers who most would call ordinary people are making a different that
matters and is touching lives of hundreds of families in a way that will change lives and the community for years
to come. The members of this chapter are quietly serving as true role models by demonstrating the power of
8 men thoroughly emersed in the true Omega spirit. Several Brothers are serving the community in exemplary
ways and I am pleased to have the opportunity to tell these unsung stories of significant daily impact.
Brother Victor Ledbetter, Chapter Sergeant of Arms is a retired
Captain of the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety and is
currently serving as the first Black Director of the Kalamazoo
Valley Community College Law Enforcement Training Center.
The police officers trained in this region will have their
training overseen by one of our own. He is doing an excellent
job instilling empathy, unconscious bias awareness and deescalation techniques that will have a significant impact on
the cadets in the training program and this will produce police
officers who can better serve our communities. He also serves
on the Portage, Michigan City Council. His public service on the
City Council will go a long way in giving our community a voice
and a seat at the table.
Brother Fionn Williams, Chapter Basileus and State Representative is the President
and CEO of FAFF PLACE boy’s home. With a business degree in Accounting, he has
served the most vulnerable in our community for over 12 years. The mission of the
home is to foster a sense of self-esteem, self-actualization, and belonging within
disenfranchised young men with limited support and resources. He has impacted
the lives of over 30 young men in the community. These are some of the most atrisk children in the community. He has instilled good values and has given them a
second chance despite a rough beginning positioning them to have a successful and a
productive life. Brother Fionn Williams is also a founding member and Vice President
of the Kalamazoo Chapter of the National Pan-Hellenic Council.
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Brother Coach James Long, is a former NFL player and retired state Hall
of Fame high school football and track and field coach at Kalamazoo
Central High School. Bro. James Long joined the Fraternity at Rho Sigma
Chapter in 1963 at Purdue University and his list of achievements and
contributions is long and legendary. At Purdue University, Long played
with quarterback Bob Griese on the only Boilermaker team to be ranked
number one in the nation, a position it occupied for several weeks of his
senior year in 1965. That same year he became one of the first Blacks
to play in the Blue-Grey game in Montgomery, AL on Christmas day. He
went on to play two years in the NFL for the Pittsburgh Steelers. During
his 44 years in education and coaching he demonstrated Black excellence at its best. He was recognized by the
Michigan Educational Association Teacher of the Year (1998) and was a finalist for the NFL National Teacher
of the year Award (1994). In 1999 the Michigan High School Coaches Association inducted him into the Hall
of Fame. In 1974 he was recognized by the Michigan Interscholastic Track and Field Coaches Association and
inducted into the Hall of Fame. In 1975 he was recognized as the Class A prep state football coach of the year
sharing that honor with Lloyd Carr who was at Westland John Glenn High School at the time. In 2018 he was
inducted into the Kalamazoo Central High School Hall of Fame.
Brother Harvey Fluellen, Chapter Keeper of Finance is a board
member of the New Genesis Learning Center and a founding
member and director of Kalamazoo Unified Youth Football
Association. An engineer by training he serves hundreds of
children per year as a coach and director of youth activities
in the community. Instilling values about the importance of
education and demonstrating character that will have a longlasting impact on hundreds of children and families in the
community.
Brother Dr. Theodore Sanders, Chapter Editor is a veterinarian
by training and a vice president at Zoetis. He is a founding
member and Chairman of the Kalamazoo Unified Youth
Football Association which serves over 300 families annually. Through his leadership the league of players and
cheerleaders partnered with Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety to charter a chapter of the National Police
Athletic League. These organizations have partnered with the Douglass Community Association to sponsor
multiple sports activities within the city and will serve hundreds of children and families annually.
Mr. T.J. Duckett, Bro. Ted Sanders, Bro. Harvey Fluellen,
Mr. Tico Duckett

These are just a few examples of the of the unsung heroes or hidden figures of our fraternity and community.
Their dedication to our creed to lead by fostering our cardinal principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance
and Uplift is making a difference. They helped address police brutality, impact the results of a historic US election,
educate our children, feed the hungry, cloth the needy with coats and shoes, providing fresh drinking water and
protecting the most vulnerable during a devastating pandemic. Do thy duty that is best, leave unto the Lord the
rest.
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TAU KAPPA KAPPA

The Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter (Southfield, MI) held their annual State of the Fraternity event (the

first ever held virtually) March 6th. Over 500 brothers were in attendance for this historic occasion; Omega men
from nearly every District in the Fraternity were represented. This year marks the 20th anniversary of the event,
and the brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter put on a spectacular occasion.
Several charter members of Tau Kappa Kappa started this event in 2001, from the president’s annual State of the
Union address. Their intent was to both provide a national perspective on Fraternity affairs to local Omega men,
and to utilize the occasion as a reclamation event that would foster a recommitment to Omega and its Cardinal
Principles.
The first official State of the Fraternity address was delivered by 36th Grand Basileus, Brother Lloyd Jordan.
Subsequently, every sitting Grand Basileus of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has visited Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter and
delivered his own address at least once. Additionally, many Supreme Council members have attended the event.
Because of its size and prominence, the event is a great opportunity to address a large and active base of Omega
men. TKK converts the event into a candidate forum during international election years.
Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter’s Brother Andre Young, event chairman, also served as the master of ceremony. The
lineup of Brothers who spoke during the program was impressive. Tenth District Chaplain Bro. Richard Keller
opened the event with prayer and TKK Basileus Bro. Kwesi Betserai, brought greetings and welcomed Brothers
from all over the county. The program also included comments from Tau Kappa Kappa Chapter Vice Basileus,
Bro. Derrick Towns, and the immediate past 10th District Representative Bro. Darryl Jones, the 10th District
Director of Public Relations, Bro. Fred Saffold, and the 1st Vice Tenth District Representative Bro. Sean Long.
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The 37th Tenth District Representative, Bro. Derrick Ivory brought greetings on behalf of the 10th District and
gave brothers a summary of the Districts’ current initiatives. Several members of the Supreme Council were in
attendance as well.
This years’ State of the Fraternity address was delivered by the 1st Vice Grand Basileus, Brother Ricky Lewis. The
1st Vice Grand Basileus spoke broadly on the state of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated. “Brothers, the
state of our Fraternity is strong” Brother Lewis said several times while addressing the international audience.
He spoke of the strategic plan, which lays out the Fraternity’s vision, mission, and core values. He also gave
Brothers a charge to continue to protect the precious brand of Omega. Brother Lewis spoke on the responsibility
to develop our undergraduate Brothers and to reclaim our Brothers back to the fold. Brother Grand Lewis praised
local and International Committee chairmen for their tireless efforts in keeping Omega strong and relevant. Also,
he sent a special thanks to all the Omega men who are essential workers. Lastly, he encouraged attendees to
stay mentally, physically, and spiritually strong as we continue to navigate through the pandemic. After the
formal presentation, both Bro. Grand Lewis and Grand Basileus Dr. David Marion answered several questions
from the brotherhood. Dr. Marion acknowledged the State of the Fraternity as the only event of its kind in the
entire Fraternity. This writer will add to that by saying that the event is Omega’s official State of the Fraternity
Address. The event was closed in prayer by Tau Kappa Kappa’s Dr. Rev. John Tolbert.
The Brothers of Tau Kappa Kappa chapter delivered on the promise of hosting a quality event while providing a
platform for Omega leadership to update the Brotherhood on the State of our Fraternity. A special thanks to all
the Brothers who attended and to our Grand Officer’s for providing the updates.
Submitted By: Bro. Fred Saffold
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RHO MU MU
COVID-19 TESTING AND PREVENTION SUPPLIES GIVE AWAY

During these hard/unsafe times of the Covid-19

pandemic Bro Comm. Dennis Deer along with
several organizations, politicians, and local police
did some needed “Good In Da Hood” distributing
Covid-19 safety supplies and FREE testing to South
Side Chicago residents on January 30, 2021. “Today
we were at Parkway Gardens Christian Church
providing free Covid-19 testing and providing
safety and prevention supplies. I was in partnership
with Our Neighborhood’s Promise, Alderwoman
Jeanette Taylor, NLCCC, Senator Mattie Hunter,
HSI Inc., the 3rd District Police Department and a
special thanks to Pastor Morris of Parkway Gardens
Christian Church.”, said Bro Comm. Dennis Deer. It
was good to see the local church, police, non-profit
organizations, and politicians come together to help
the safety of the neighborhood during these tough
times.
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RHO GAMMA GAMMA
OMEGA YES MENTORING PROGRAM
Brothers of the Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter

made an intentional move in an effort to provide
the youth within the Chicago land area with
much needed social-emotional support, access
to positive male role models, and resources
to support college and career readiness. The
venture is known as The O.M.E.G.A.-Y.E.S.
Mentoring Program. The acronym stands for:
Omega, Men, Enthusiastic, (about the) Growth,
(of) African-American - Young, Exceptional,
(male) Students. The program is the brainchild
of Golden Bridge Builder Micheal Parham,
Sr. In fact, Brother Michael Parham Sr. has a
decorated career as a public and private school
educator and administrator and has served the educational needs of children and families for decades within the
chicago land area and beyond. In addition, The Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter has partnered with a local high
school- Morgan Park High School, which is located in close proximity near the area that Rho Gamma Gamma
serves on the south side of Chicago, IL. It is worth mentioning that a number of Rho Gamma Gamma brethren
associated with this mentoring endeavor have successfully undergone safety protocols for working with minors
such as completing a rigorous background checks in order to have access to minors and students on-line and in
person.

In the era of Covid-19 protocols, the Omega YES Mentoring Program has been moved into a virtual space with
all proper protocols put in place. The aforementioned program will be co-chaired by brothers Micheal Parham,
Sr. and Christopher Burney and the structure of the program will be implemented for a 10-week sequence that
will be implemented virtually. The orientation meeting for this event was held in a virtual format on January
30, 2021, and the first mentoring session began February 6, 2021 in conjunction with the start of Black History
Month.
The Rho Gamma Gamma Chapter has a wealth of college-educated Black men, who will be volunteering their
time to pour into these young Black men at a time with the Chicago land area is undergoing an uptick in violence
and irresponsible behavior associated with unsupervised youth. The brethren of the Rho Gamma Gamma
Chapter understand the importance of giving back to our communities as well as, the mentorship relationships
needed in order for our youth to meet their maximum potential. We look forward to watching our mentee’s
grow and take flight in their maturation process within the Omega YES Mentoring Program.

Submitted By: Bro. Maceo Rainey
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Former Kappa Phi Basileus Darian Luckett
is paying it forward
While leaders of nonprofits are indeed dedicated to a
worthy cause, gaps in financial literacy lead to growing racial
disparities among leadership in the groups.
The Midwest Financial Firm, IFF, is focused on educating
leaders of color in nonprofits about the financial barriers
they could face. They call it the Stronger Nonprofit Initiative.
“The main purpose is to empower those nonprofit
organizations led by people of color to better equip them to overcome some of the barriers they run up against
throughout the years,” Darian Luckett, Director of Lending for Wisconsin and Iowa at IFF, said. “To access the
type of resources, they need to grow and to access fair capital.”
Luckett says IFF serves nonprofit leaders of color in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan. One of which is right here in
Milwaukee. “When it comes to many of our nonprofit leaders, many of us come to this with a passion to improve
the community,” Keith Stanley, Executive Director of Near Westside Partners said. “Most of us don’t have that
financial background. We’re not accountants. Some of us even struggled in college when it comes to that.”
IFF focuses on leaders of color because they face a disparity in financial literacy. A George Washington University
study says African Americans answered 38 percent of financial literacy questions correctly, compared to 55
percent of white adults, dealing with personal finances. Stanley says it’s much different when you add a few
more commas to a budget dealing with hundreds of thousands, if not millions of dollars. “How paperwork
works, financial statements, and how to read them,” Stanley said. “IFF is doing an excellent job bringing together
people from across the country to understand what paperwork looks like. What does it mean for an organization
when we need to do more fundraising? When there is a deficit when we have an overage, what does that look
like? Budgeting, what does that look like? All of that stuff is important for us because, as we continue to grow, to
help solve some of the many unique problems and challenges we have in the City of Milwaukee, we can grow,
and our funders and community are confident in the work we’re doing.”
It allows Stanley to focus on the work he’s passionate about instead of being bogged down by the numbers. He
can better communicate with the folks in accounting and bookkeeping, so he spends less time on that and more
time on doing good in the community. “We’re able to speak the same language,” Stanley said. “Once we’re able
to speak the same language, it makes it easier, more efficient, and effective for us to run through the program to
get things done with the nonprofit.”
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RHO MU NU

BRO. MARQUIS SAGNIA HONORED BY FORD
Ford Credit CEO Marion Harris announced the newest Ford Credit Excellence Award winners at an all-employee
meeting. The award is a global honor recognizing employees who model Ford’s Truths and exceed expectations
in serving customers, dealers, business partners, the company and each other.

Bro. Marquis Sagnia, Mr. Chris Peel and Mr. Kurt Murray led the charge in finding technical home working solutions
for thousands of Ford Credit employees in a matter of days after the announcement was made in March that
employees would not report back to the office due COVID-19. The leadership, resilience, determination and
customer focus demonstrated by these individuals was exactly what the company needed in a time of crisis.
Marquis, Chris and Kurt were committed to ‘Do the Right Thing’, showing how ‘Built Ford Tough’ they really are.
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SIGMA RHO
SIGMA RHO’S VIRTUAL MEN’S HEALTH PROGRAM
On December 4, 2020 at 4pm, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,

Sigma Rho Chapter collaborated with Madeline Gonzalez
and the University of Michigan’s Rogel Cancer Center,
Alpha Phi Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, and Phi Beta Sigma Ann
Arbor Alumnae Chapters to host the Virtual Men’s Health
Program. The goal of The Men’s Health Program was to
provide pertinent and useful information concerning the
effects of COVID-19, Prostate cancer and Stress to Black
Men. The Divine Nine fraternities opened the program with
a brief description highlighting information regarding their
local, district and International Health Initiatives before the
subject matter experts took center stage.
The Men’s Health Program subject matter experts consisted of John Carethers, MD, who presented COVID-19:
Why It Hits Men Harder expressing that the lack of attention to concerns and preventive health measure along
with lifestyles makes men vulnerable to pre-existing conditions leading to a larger percentage and deadlier
COVID-19 infection rate. Daniel Spratt, MD Prostate Cancer: Treatment and Quality of Life expressed the
importance of men having annual prostate examines. Dr. Spratt explained that, “Cancer is the number one
cause of death in men 45-84 years old. Prostate cancer is the number one cause of cancer in men and the
number two cause of cancer death in men. Black men are ~2-fold more likely to be diagnosed with prostate
cancer”. Finally, Jamie Mitchell, PhD explained in Stress: How Is It Affecting Your Health that “The human body
is designed to experience stress and react to it. Stress can be positive, keeping us alert, motivated, and ready to
avoid danger. Stress becomes negative when a person faces continuous challenges without relief or relaxation
between stressors.”
The Virtual Men’s Health Program attracted over 100 men to included Immediate Past 40th Grand Basileus
Antonio Knox Sr. and 10th District Immediate Past 36th District Representative Bro. Darryl Jones. Due to the
success of this event we are currently planning another Virtual Men’s Health Program planned for June 19, 2021.
Thank you, Madeline Gonzalez and the staff of U of M Rogel Cancer Center for your assistance, cooperation and
guidance in promoting Men’s Health.
Sigma Rho will continue its health initiative endeavors by providing current and accurate information concerning
men’s health issues through monthly Men’s Health Videos posted on our chapter website. Each month’s video
will highlight topics concerning men’s health to include diet, diabetes, physical fitness, mental and spiritual
health. Brothers are encouraged to visit our website at www.sigmarhoomegas.org The health videos are located
under Omega Spotlight.
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SIGMA XI
CENTENNIAL QUES PERSEVERING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC
Bro.Anthony B. Sullers Jr.

Bro. Dr. James Anderson

Bro. Christopher D. Fuller

On April 16th, 2021, the Spring 2011 initiates of the Sigma Xi chapter will be celebrating a full 10 years in

the fraternity. Over the years, these Brothers have put in an exponential amount of time serving the Sigma Xi
Chapter, so in honor of Black History Month, we wanted to share some of the accolades and blessings these
Brothers have witnessed this past quarter as qualified Black male leaders of the community.
A key example is Bro. Christopher D. Fuller, who is well-known for his roles as an educator of technology and as
a phenomenal photographer through his company, Christopher Fuller Photography. Also, Bro. Fuller has had the
wonderful opportunity of helping establish and own the very first Nothing Bundt Cake bakery in the Champaign
county. It is for these reasons, and many notable others, that Bro. Fuller was proudly selected as the 2020 Sigma
Xi Graduate Omega Man of the Year.
Another example is Bro. Anthony B. Sullers Jr., who is a doctoral student and Diversifying Faculty in Higher
Education in Illinois (DFI) Fellow at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. On December 10th, 2021,
Bro. Sullers successfully defended his dissertation examining the impacts affirmative action policy and financial
aid policy collectively had on Black college students’ success. Profoundly, it is noted that Bro. Sullers completed
this task under the direction of Dr. James D. Anderson (Rho Gamma – 1963), an esteemed scholar in the field of
Black Education and one of the founding charter members of Sigma Xi (a true Bridge Builder).
Even during these strenuous times, Brothers of the 9.L.S.R. continue to make everlasting efforts to be respected
leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs, all while as outstanding members of the Sigma Xi Chapter. We are
proud to acknowledge the work and dedication Spring 2011 brings to the chapter – especially now with Bro.
Christopher Fuller (Keeper of Finance) and Bro. Anthony B. Sullers Jr. (Basileus) currently serving on this year’s
Sigma Xi Executive Team.
Submitted By: Bro. A. Sullers II
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NU OMEGA & TAU MU NU
JOINT OMEGA MEMORIAL SERVICE

On the evening of March 12, 2021, the Brothers of Nu Omega and Tau Mu Nu chapters gathered to observe
and conduct a virtual Memorial Service. Due to the global pandemic and out of an abundance of caution, this
mandated program did not occur in 2020. Nu Omega chapter has experienced significant loss since 2019; the
chapter has seen twenty of our beloved Brothers transition from labor to reward. With this in mind, we thought
it imperative that a Memorial Service be conducted this year to honor our dearly departed Brethren. Brothers
from each chapter collaborated on how to bring these sentiments into fruition. They were joined in the planning
process by our respective Basili, Chaplains, and Nu Omega’s Technology Committee. We were honored to be
joined by the families and friends of our fallen Brothers during the broadcast, which exceeded fifty in the number of participants. The men of Nu Omega chapter and Tau Mu Nu chapter exceeded and excelled in the face of
adversity, further exemplifying the tenacity inherent in the Brothers from the Talented Tenth District of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Submitted By: Bro. Marcus Hillie
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OMEGA SAYS FAREWELL TO
BRO. EUGENE DAVIS

Brother

Eugene Davis entered Omega
chapter on Saturday, December 26, 2020. Bro.
Davis was born in Detroit, MI on September
30, 1961. He attended Grand Valley State
University where he was initiated into Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. in 1982 through Iota Pi
Chapter, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He later
joined Nu Omega Chapter in Detroit, Michigan.
Brother Davis worked in package delivery and
supply chain management and was retired
from United Parcel Service. Brother Davis
was an active member of Nu Omega chapter
until his transition.
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OMEGA SAYS FAREWELL TO
BRO. RAYMOND WILLIAMS SR.

Brother Raymond Williams Sr. entered Omega

chapter on Tuesday, January 19, 2021. Bro.
Williams was born in St. Louis on November
27, 1926. He attended Stowe Teachers College
where he was initiated in 1949 at Omicron
Sigma Chapter in Saint Louis, Missouri. Bro.
Williams was drafted into the Army and would
later become a candidate for the Tuskegee
Airmen. He married Frances Catherine Randle
and had two children. During his Omega
years he had the opportunity to witness and
experience several fraternity milestones,
including the 50th, 75th and centennial
anniversaries as well as the entry of the last
three Founders into Omega chapter. The
Legacy Brotherhood of Sigma Omega Chapter
presented Bro. Williams with his seventy (70)
year service award in May, 2020.
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WHEN WE WEAR GLOVES
BY BRO. DR. CARVER A. PORTLOCK
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
A BROTHER HAS GONE FROM OUR MIDST

OMEGA SAYS FAREWELL TO
BRO. ROOSEVELT COLLINS

AND SAILED TO GOLDEN SHORES.
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
A FRIEND HAS PASSED THE FINAL TEST

Brother

Roosevelt Collins transitioned to
Omega Chapter on December 17, 2020 just
two months shy of his 93rd birthday. Dr.
Roosevelt D. Collins began life in Vero Beach,
Florida where he was born in 1928 to the late
parents of John and Nellvina Collins. He was
a United States Army veteran, served for two
years in Osaka, Japan and Manila, Philippines
serving in the occupational forces. After
being honorably discharged as a Corporal
and Assistant Chaplin, Roosevelt matriculated
at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. At
Fisk, he entered the Fold of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc., (3-1950-Eta Psi Chapter). Rip
was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. for more than seventy years and stayed
active through Sigma Omega Chapter. From
Fisk he earned his Bachelors of Science
degree in Zoology. He soon entered Meharry
Medical College School of Dentistry, earning a
degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery. Following
graduation, he married Jean Crowder, also
a graduate of Fisk. Together they moved to
Chicago and reared three children. Brother
Collins opened a dental practice on the south
side of Chicago serving the community for
more than fifty years.

AND WALKS THROUGH PURPLE DOORS.
THE CIRCLE HAS AN EMPTY PLACE
A VOICE WILL RAISE NO MORE
THE SONG OF FELLOWSHIP AND LOVE
UPLIFT FOREVERMORE
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
A LIGHT GOES FROM THIS EARTHLY LIFE
THE VISOR CLOSED AGAIN
YET ALL THE HEAVENS OPEN WIDE
TO LET A NEW STAR IN.
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
A BROTHER LEAVES THE CHAPTER ROLLS
AND MOVES TO OTHER WORLDS
FOR WHEN WE SAY OUR LAST GOODBYE
HE WALKS ON STREETS OF PEARL.
WHEN WE WEAR THE GLOVES
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10TH DISTRICT FALL COUNCIL
TENTH D

HOSTED BY NU OMEGA CHAPTER

OCTOBER 15-16, 2021
HYBRID MEETING IN-PERSON & ZOOM

Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center

Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center
400 Renaissance Dr. Detroit, MI
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